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FNDUSTRY rs the foundation both of our ſupport and en- 
[ ſoyments; properly direffed, it gives immenſe power to the 
ſmalleſt ſtates ; diverted from its right channels, thereby, large 
empires Jicken and decay : where the bare neceſſeries of life are 
the only object, the people are few, ſavage and wear ; the land lays 
uncultroated, and hotorvey rich the foil, it is but of tittle worth: 
fo enjoy convenencies, more application, more labour, and a greater 
number of men become neceſſary ; and if to theſe, we would add ele- 
gance and knowledge, not agriculture alone, but ſcience, arts, manu-= 
Jactures, and trade muſt fill every ſpace : thus a kingdom gains 
plenty of ſubje3, and from them derrve its flrength and riches. 
Gold 7tſelf is an inert uſeleſs droſs ; unleſs by commerce, or by its 
being exchanged for other commodities it is made to become of value : 
hence it is that trade ts ſuid ts be the real riches of a coun!ry ; and 
in proportion as the balance of this is in favour of a flate, does ils 
power increaſe, and its lands riſe in valur to obtain and preſerve 
this balance, it is neceſſary to be poſſeſſed of the materials of trade, 
and not of theſe atone, but of a numerous and induſtrious people, in 
the cheapeſt and beft manner to form ſuch materials for the purpoſes 
of commerce ; jor at nations exchange their mutual advantages, ſuch 
profit moſt, who with their native produce export the greateſt ſhare 
of labour, under more favourable circumſtances as to quality and 
price, than can be done by their neighbours, or their rivals in trade. 
Indujtry and labour being the only properties the poor poſſeſs, on 
theſe they depend fbr a sent quantity of money to procure to them- 
elves the * and conveniencies of lift; conſequently not bread 
or corn only, but every requiſite to their well doing, to their ſupport, 
or ta recruit their exhaufted ſpirits; and it muſt be objerved the 
greateſt exertion of flrength is put forth, where the ng trade is, 
where the people are neither penuriauſly nor luxuriouſly fed; and that 
improvements and invention take place where the mind, relieved from 
a continued labour, has time given to it for reflettion, and where a 
decent libeFty not libertiniſin dwells. 85 


As the firength and power of a kingdom depend upon the num- 


ber of its people, and of their being iſefully employed; and as the 

poor with the greateſt facility, remove labour and induſtry, their pro- 
perties, together with themſelves; ſo it becomes a matter of the 
greateſt conſequence, that proviſions ſhould be kept at moderate prices 
in order to retain them : in doing this, huſbandry ſhould be cheriſhed, 
not exalted beyond its rank in life : to maintain bis ſuperior ſtation. 

the land=rwner has a full right to ſo much rent, as is in proportion 

to the beſt national int rt money bears; the farmer's neat profit, 
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for his flock, labour, and induſtry, has always been thought to be 
equitable when equal to the rent he pays, and this uniformly ſhould 
be ſecured to him by the cleareſt and wiſeſt laws ; under theſe terms, 
the price of provifiens and of labour muſt be moderate, arts and 


manufattures muſt proſper, rents muſt gradually riſe, for the value 
of land in every trading kingdom muſt be in proportion to the num- 


ber and riches of the people. 
For ſome years paſt great complaints have been made of the high 


prices of proviſions ; people of middling lation have expreſſed their 
concern; the poor have been urged to extremities, labour has in- 
creaſed in price, trade has decayed, and the country has thinned of 
people: when the neceſſaries of life are made to reach an extraor- 
dinary value, though many are thereby injured, yet ſome individuals 
muſt be enriched; ſuch undoubtedly will uſe every pretence, every 
art, to preſerve to themſelves the ſource of their opulence ; every 
means will be taken to divert the attention of the publick from the 
cauſe ; the records of paſt ages will be ranſacked and miſrepreſented, 
the reaſon will be laid ſometimes on one, then on another, often on 
complicated circumſtances ; the authors of the evil will affeft to pray 
a temporary relief, cautiouſly, on one article alone, when the neceſſity 
thereof lays equally throughout the whole ; all theſe managements 
may lately have been obſerved. To detect the true cauſe of the com- 


* plaints of the people, is the principal intent of this enquiry : from 


the beſt informations I could procure, I have traced the prices of pro- 
viſions for many years paſt, reduced them to our preſent ſtandard of 
money; as often as it lay in my power, I have noted the concurring 


reaſons, and the circumſtances of the age. Theſe prices brought 
down to the year 1765, that period of the time when they have 


| been affected by the bounty granted to export corn, I have com- 


ared with the neareſt and moſt fimilar æra, and by this and other. 
fats have ſhewn, the effect of this extraordinary gratuity given to 
ſend the grain of England abroad when at high rates, has really in- 

creaſed the price thereof, and of every other neceſſary of life : the 
national loſs from hence occaſioned, will point out the want of re- 

lief; and as neither increaſed rents, exceſſive conſumption at home, 

civil wars, unſeaſonable weather, taxes, or the debaſing the current 

coin of the kingdom, have upon the whole brought on the calamity 

complained of; I have been obliged to ſearch into the profits of 
thoſe whoſe buſineſs originally it is to rear up ſuſtenance for man- 

kind : if theſe profits appear to have been ſuch as account for the 

conſequences, the cauſe that raiſed this power, if not wholly re- 

trenched, at leaſt ſhould be mitigated, ſo as to preſerve to the Ring- 

dom its peace, its ſtrength, its induſtry, and its riches. 
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Collection of the prices of the neceſſaries of life from 
the earlieſt time of the Britiſh empire to the preſent 

age, and reduced to our preſent ſtandard coin, will help 
us to form a general idea of the circumſtances of thoſe 
ages. With regard to an entire dependence upon the exactneſs of 
the facts, in order to make compariſons, they, muſt be but of little 
uſe: the accounts handed down to us concerning theſe matters, 
are but few in number, ſuch only as fixed the attention of the 
recorders; in general they are relations of famines, dearths, and 
unſeaſonable years: the true identity of the meaſures they uſed, 
the places at which ſuch prices were made, what intercourſe 
there was between the ſeveral parts of the iſland, theſe, and 
many other incidents are not ſufficiently known to us, to form a 
perfect idea of what was the true mean value of proviſions at 
that time. So late as within one century of the preſent age, the 
growing of corn in England was not the chief object of agricul- 
ture, meadow and paſture lands to feed ſheep for the ſake of 
their wool, appeared to them more eligible : before this time, 
when the people were diſturbed by wars or civil diſtractions, 
their riches, their flocks, were eaſieſt removed from out of the 
reach of their enemy; and in times of peace their unwrought 
wools were of certain ſale to foreigners. Little more muſt be 
expected from the former part of this treatiſe, than ſo much as 
hereafter ſhould prevent needleſs quotations, and the outlines 


of 
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of a long ſpace of time ; to which in general to compare the 
preſent ſtate of huſbandry and the preſent ſtate of the corn-trade 
of England muſt be but of little ſervice: it will rather inform 


us of this, that the power of the kingdom has always been pro- 


portionably great, as the legiflature countenanced and patro- 
nifed arts, manufactures, and induſtry. | | 

Before the landing of Cæſar, but a ſmall part of the ifland, 
chiefly that which faced Gaul, was improved by tillage and 
agriculture ; little as this was, the continual conteſts between 
the natives and the Romans, rather leſſened than increaſed it. 
When theſe laſt abandoned their conqueſt, the Britains had to 
reſiſt the incurſions of the Pits and Scots, who, deſpoiling the 


lands, ſubjected the people to frequent famines ; thus diſtreſſed, | 


they invited the Saxons to aſſiſt them: theſe, a people wholly de- 
voted to war, diſcouraged agriculture, fomented diviſions among 
the allies they came to aſſiſt, and even joined with their ene- 
mies. Confuſion, war, dearths and miſery were the conſequences: 


the reſtleſs Saxons roſe ſuperior to this anarchy ; but rather than 


poliſh the people and improve the land, they continued the war 
among themſelves : a weak divided government took place, if 


that can be called government, where neither harmony nor 


bread exiſted; for ſuch was the rudeneſs and ſupineneſs of the 
times, that Saxred and Siward, the conjunct kings of Eſſex, ex- 
preſſing great deſire to eat of the white bread diſtributed at the 
chriſtian communion, it was refuſed them, becauſe idolaters; in 
return, they baniſhed Meltitus the biſhop. At laſt Egbert ſubdued 
the ſeven little kingdoms under his dominion; ſome ſmall improve- 
ment muſt have been the conſequence, as about this time the cler- 
gy obtained their tenths or tythes; but the inroads of the Danes 
prevented every peaceful occupation; a continued war engroſſed 
the whole of their attention, until again it was terminated by 
Alfred the great, who introduced laws, agriculture and manu- 
factures, that theſe might be a mutual ſupport to each other, 


At the death. of this prince, peace fled from the land; the 


Danes again began their incurſions, which continued many years 
under various appearances. In the year of our Lord 994, Ethelred 
the ſecond ſubmitted to the yoke; he became tributary to theſe 
invaders, and purchaſed peace for * 9, ooo l. of our preſent 
money, which he raiſed on the lands of England, a tax which 
from the frequent uſe that was afterwards made of it for this 
purpoſe, juſtly obtained the appellation of Dane-gelt. 


An. 
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As this treatiſe was deſignedly wrote for the uſe of the preſent age, and for the 
people of England, the prices recorded are reduced to our preſent ſtandard coin, ac- 
cording. to the rules ſet down where needful ; it is hoped this will be found to be 


done with ſome accurateneſs; it is no more than tranſlating the money of. the 


ſeveral ages into our preſent language, Ce ; 
The Saxon pound weight of ſilver was 12 ounces troy, and divided into 48 ſhil-- 


lings, each ſhilling was 5 pence of their money, and the Saxon penny. was equal. 


to 3 pence of our's ; the Saxon mark was 6 of their ſhillings. 
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An. Dom. 1001. 
The purchaſe of land was from 5 pence to 1s. 4d. per acre, 


a horſe was worth 11. 17s. 6d. a mare 11. 5s. a cow 6s. a ſheep 


18. zd. a goat 28. 9d. a mule 158. an ox 7s. 6d. 

The year following the weak Ethelred ordered a general maſ- 
ſacre to be made of the Danes found in England: this treachery 
was ſoon revenged by a deſcent their countrymen made, to whom 
he paid 90,000. to retire, and raiſed this by a land-tax of 18. 3d. 
on every hyde of land : the conſequence of this inroad and the 


heavy tax laid, was a grievous famine. In a time when agriculture 


was continually depreſſed, what malt-liquor was made, hiſtorians 
hint was chiefly uſed by the gentry. In the year 1007, by ſome 
diſſentions among the nobles, the war was renewed; the Danes 
remaining victors, 108,000l. was given them to purchaſe peace. 
Theſe frequent demands ſeem to have ſtimulated the Engliſh to 
provide better for their defence; for, the enſuing year, 310 hydes 
of land were taxed to furniſh a ſhip ready for war, and every 8 
hydes one horſeman; England was computed to contain 243, 6 
hydes: but Ethelred's puſillanimity appears again; in 1012 he. 
pays to his ſame enemy 144,0001. For his ill conduct and re- 
eated acts of cowardice he is betrayed, flies to Normandy, and 
the Engliſh ſware allegiance to the Dane Sweyn. In 1017, 
Canute the great obtained the crown ; he levied a dane-gelt 
of 216, ooo 1. but this tax, ſo oppreſſive to agriculture, ſeems for 
ſome reaſons to have been ſuſpended, as any payment thereof 
does not appear until 1039, and then it cauſed an inſurrection. 


An. Dom. 1041. 
Wheat was 15 s. 3d- per quarter. 


An. Dom. 1043. 
Wheat was 15 s. zd per quarter; 
two remarkable famines; corn was dearer than had been known 
within the memory of man; the cauſe of the firſt is not men- 
tioned, that of the latter is ſaid to be occaſioned by lightnings, 
which burnt the grain growing in the fields ; to. this diſaſter an 
earthquake ſucceeded. 


-F 


An. Dom. 1052 and 1054. 
Both theſe years wheat fold for 148. 6d, per quarter. 


An. Dom. 1055. 

| Wheat 158. per quarter. 

Hiſtorians note this for a molt terrible famine; in the year 
1066 William the conqueror landed. 

If we conſider that during this period of time the Saxons and 
Danes, accuſtomed to live under the feudal laws, were moſtly ad- 
dicted to arms and chivalry ; that they practiſed arts and agricul- 
ture but ſo much only as neceſſity compelled them to; that wri- 
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ting was extremely ſcarce, trade rather deſpiſed than encouraged, 
and by no means repreſented in their wittena-gemotes ; that the 
-- Whole expence of government was defrayed by their kings and 
the landed intereſt ; we ſhall not be ſurpriſed to find fo ſcanty ac- 
counts, and theſe only of famines, circumſtances which they 
ſcarcely endeavoured to remove, and which we find recorded 
becauſe they moſt affected them. 
If it is permitted from theſe few informations, to conjecture 
the mean price of wheat during this period, I believe we ſhall 
not be far from truth to fix it at 1s. 6d. per quarter; the price 
of malt and of other grain will hereafter be noted, as far as the 
knowledge of them can be obtained; when not, this rule is 
general, Rye is two thirds of the value of wheat, barley one 
half, oats one third, beans and peaſe the ſame price with rye. 


Mean Price 


of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year of CHRISH 1000, to the 
Landing of King William the Conqueror 1066. 


Purchaſe of 
land 


Rent of land] Intereſt of 
per acre money 


W heat per 


quarter 


Malt per 
quarter 


Ser cba per 
chaldron 


Hay per | 
load 


Conjectured 
4. 0 1 
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Price of cat- 


E 


Butchers 
meat 
per ſtone 


Ale and beer 


Linen and 
woollen 
cloths 


— 


Butter and 
cheeſe 


Wages and | 
labour | 


— 


| 

Ahorſe{1,17,6 
A mare I, 540 
A cow - o, 6, o 
A ſwine o, 2, 0 
A ſheep o, 1, 3 


An ox - 0, 7,6 
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A TasLt exhibiting the ſtandard-weight, value and comparative view 
of Engliſh ſilver- money, from King WILLIAM I. A. D. 1066 to 


A. D. 1765. 


| Number | 
of ſhil- 
lings,&c, | 
| | the Propor- | Value of | Value of 
Dates of | Standard of pound or | Weightof2o| Weight of | Value of the | tion of | the ounce | theounce 
the ſeve- the filver at | 12 ozs, ſhillings in | fine filver ſame 20 | money at] of ſtan- | of fine 
ral mint | each period troy of | tale of ſtan- contained in | ſhillings in | each pe- | dard ſil- | filver at 
inden- ſtandard | dard filver [20 ſhillings in | tale in our | riod, to | ver, in | each pe- 
tures ſilver has | at each pe- | tale at each preſent our pre- | preſent riod 
been riod period money ſent money 
coined money 7 
* _ 
ine - 
flver All | Orioa 
A. D. oz. dts. | oz. dts. | ſh. Fa oz. dts. grs. oz, dwts, grs. Il. s. d ſh, "©; 
1066 f 20 18021 4% 5 (0 8 3 |2 18 1Z|2,9062[o 2 | 1 11 
1087 [I 20 18820 o[i2 O Off 2 o [3 2 © |3,1000 F 
1300 [11 200 18020 3[11 17 110 19 6 [3 1 213.0614 © 834-9 
1347 [1 2]o 18022 610 13 8917 8 |2 15 1#]2,7557 1 
1354 
125 11 200 18125 of 9 12 of 8 17 144]2 9 712, 4802 1 
1402 
1412 [1 200 18132 of 7 10 0 618 18 [1 18 9 1,9375 1 
1422 [11 20 1830 of 8 o of 7 8 o 1 4.2, 0666] 22 8 
1422 [11 20 18037 6 6 8 of 5 18 10 [13 641,653 1[ 2 | 3 44 
1448 11 200 18130 08 0 7 8 o z 1 4 2,0666] 2 | 2 8: 
1461 | 
1464 | | 
1482 [11 2]o 18]37 686 8 of 5 18 10 [x 13 oZ|1,6531]s 2 | 3 4% 
1483 ; | 
1494 | 
1505 f 20 18840 of 6 o of 511 © [1 11 © [1,5500 5 3 71 
1572 11 20 18845 of 5 616418 16 [ 7 65[1,3776]s 2 | 4 off. 
1543 [10 002 048 of 5 o of 4 3 8 |r 3 E| 1163514 7324 95 
1545 [6 o0]6 o[48 ol 5 o of 2 10 © lo 13 11310, 69842 91] 8 6 
1546 
270 4 8 848 of 5 o of 113 8 ſo 9 33 0,4056 [1 10Z][12 0 
1548 
1549 |* 96 9/2 o| 3 616]113 8 ſo 9 31,4656 9112 o© 
1551 [3 99 o[72 3 616 0 16 16 ſo 4 75, 23281 4424 o 
1553 [10 19 of 4 0 of 3 13 16 |1 o 657,0286[5 13 s 1 
1553 [0 960 of 4 © of 313 8 [i o 53|1,0239 1 
1560 
11 11 20 18860 of 4 0 0314 o |1 o 8 10333168 ¶ 
1601 
1605 
1627 | 
7 11 2018862 of 3 17 100 3 11 144] 10 0 |1,0000 . 
1671 | 
1685 
1764 
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SECTION II. 


An. Dom. 1067. 
A colt fold for C. o 2 4, a calf for J. o 2 42. 
F OR the whole term of the reign of king William the con- 
& gqueror I have not been able to procure the price of wheat 
or of any grain. The payment of dane-gelt he impoſed upon 
the people without neceſſity, the lands his Normans waſted and 
ſeized, the ſevere laws he enacted, the introducing again the 
feudal ſyſtem, the backwardneſs in the people to till the earth 
under ſuch maſters, whom as yet they ſcarcely avowed to be the 
land-owners, the occaſional inclemencies of the weather; all 
theſe joined to the depopulation of the country, by tranſporting 


+ © =S «© « 


whole armies of Engliſh to defend his foreign territories, no- 
thing in ſuch a period can be expected but inſurrections in every 
part of the country, famines which introduce the uſe of un- 
wholeſome food, conſequently peſtilence and rapine: what could 
induce the king thus hard to treat a country, whoſe crown he ſo 
eaſily obtained, 1s not readily to be accounted for ; his demeſne 
lands in England were 1422 manors, his army was maintained 
by the feudal tenures, he had no fleet, and the treaſure he left, 
and which his ſon king William II. found at Wincheſter, a- 
mounted to £.186,000. 
An. Dom. 1088. | 

Wheat ſold for C. o 3 1 per quarter, oats . o 1 3 per quarter. 

King William II. ſeems to have followed the ſteps of his fa- 
ther; he taxed the land fo heavily that agriculture was neglected, 
ſuch famines inſued, that, at times, the living were ſcarce able to 
bury the dead ; yet it doth not appear there was a want of other 


proviſions, paſture land ſuited theſe tumultuous times much bet- 


ter than tillage. 
An. Dom. 1095. | 
A ram fold for {.o O 3s, an ox J. o 3 on. 

The purchaſe of land was at a very low price, occaſioned by 
the cruſade to the holy land; it is remarked the religious houſes 
bought many eſtates : added to the money wanted for this holy 
war, the king extorted . 20,667 more from the people to pur- 
chaſe Normandy from his brother, who had taken the croſs : 
about this time earl Goodwyn's lands in Kent were overflowed, 
agriculture in general was neglected. In this ſhort reign of 
near 13 years only, four famines are recorded. 

An. Dom. 1100. 
Wheat was . o 5 6 per quarter, ſheep were fold C. o 1 6: each. 
An. Dom. 1101. 
Rent of land was . o 1 6 per acre. 

To carry on the war in Normandy king Henry I. taxed his 
people heavily, and for the marriage of his daughter Matilda he 
laid an impoſt of 3 s. upon every hyde of land; this amounted 

to 
T 
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1 
to C. 139 500 a ſharp froſt, which happened in the year 1111, 
brought on a great dearth, a mortality among men, and a mur- 
rain among beaſts and fowls; theſe calamities appear to have 
laſted many years. 
An. Dom. 1114. 
Wheat ſold for £.o 18 7 per quarter. 

| An. Dom. 1115. 
Wheat fold for .o 16 6 per quarter, a ſtalled ox for C. o 3 44. 

In 1123 the coin was obſerved to be greatly clipped, from 
whence every kind of proviſion became ſo dear, that multitudes 
periſhed. By the intenſe froſt which happened 

An. Dom. 1125, 
Wheat fetched . o 18 7 per quarter. 

Theſe evils, added to the cuſtom that the tenants of the king's 
lands were to ſupply him and his court with proviſions and car- 
riages gratis, when he travelled on theſe occaſions, cauſed many 
of the people to deſert their farms. | 

In the year 1135, king Henry I. died; his ſucceſſor Stephen 
found in his treaſure to the amount of /. 3 30, ooo; but the barons, 
growing jealous of him, built fortreſſes for their ſafety ; power 
in rude ages is ſeldom guided to the good of the publick ; on 
every petty diſpute between themſelves, oftentimes to ſupport 
their extravagance or indulge their rapacity, from thete bul- 
warks they fallied forth, waſted each others lands, and exerciſed 
unbounded rapines on the people : as if this alone had not heen 
ſufficient to have kept the kingdom in a barren ſtate, a conteſt 
for the crown ſprung up between the king and the empreſs Ma- 
tilda, which laſted eleven years; on both ſides they deſtroyed the 
very inſtruments of huſbandry, the land was unfruitful and the 
people in general unfed: yet we find, 

An. Dom. 1140, 
Wheat . o 1 34 per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1145. 
The price of an ox was {.o 9 32. 

What muſt have added to their troubles was, that all the great 
men of the realm, the biſhops, the earls and barons, about the 
year 1149, coined their own monies ; this increaſed the price 
of proviſions, as it was attended with many impoſitions and loſſes 
to the nation in general, but more eſpecially to the trading part; 
the next year, after a very wet ſummer, they had a froſt which 
laſted from December to the March following ; this brought 
on a famine, which left them but at this king's death in 1154. 

An. Dom. 1155. 
Wheat ſold for C. o 3 1+ per quarter, oats for C. o 1 of per quarter. 

King Henry II. to forward every relief in his power, repaired 
the coin, and ordered that his money only ſhould be current in 
the kingdom; peace followed his ſteps. 

An. Dom. 1160. f 
Wheat was at G. o 3 14 per quarter, oats at C. o 1 o per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1164. 
Wheat was at /. o 5 6 per quarter, the carcaſe of a fat ox fold 
for Y. o 3 12, a fat ſheep for Y. o 1 of. Fe 
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An. Dom. 1177. 
Wheat ſold for C. o 5 3 per quarter, a fat ox for C. o 3 4, a fat 
eep for . o I 04. 
In the year 1180, the king again called in the debaſed coin. 
| An. Dom. 1185. | 
The price of a hen was . o © 3, ofa ram . o 2 2. 

A new cruſade was publiſhed in 1188; a tax of one tenth on 
all the moveable. goods was impoſed ; ſuperſtition occaſioned 
the firſt tax of this ſort in England. 

The year 1189 was the firſt of king Richard's reign ; he ad- 
mitted of ſcutages and knight's fees in lieu of perſonal ſervices ; 


he remitted the dane-gelt ; but after bleeding the country of 


men and money, he ſet out for the Holy-land : probably this 
diminution of people raiſed the price of labour, for 
| An. Dom. 1191, 
Labourers wages at Croyland was G. o o 4+ per day. 
The perſonal glory the king had atcheived in the Holy-land he 


perſonally ſuffered for ; the emperor of Germany treacherouſly de- 


tained him priſoner, and in 1193 England paid J. 206666 12 8 
in part of his ranſom ; his neceſſities were ſuch, he reſumed the 


grants formerly made by the crown; he laid a tax of £.o 15 6 on 


every hyde of land; his reign was cloſed by four years famine : 


in this melancholy ſeaſon, he made a law, enacting, that there 
ſhould be but one weight and one meaſure throughout the king- 
dom, which his ſucceſſor king John weakly diſpenſed with. 
| An. Don. 1196. _ 

Wheat L.2 2 9 per quarter, one hundred acres of land were 
now let for C. 3 2 o, an ox ſold for £.o 12 5, a labouring horſe 
for F. o 12 F, a ſow for . o 3 o, a ſheep with fine wool for 
L.o 2 7, a ſheep with coarſe wool for £.o 1 62. 

An. Dom. 1197. 


Wheat /. 2 18 6 per quarter. 


Mean Price of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year 1066, to the firſt 
Year of the Reign of King Joan 1199. 
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SECTION III. 


E have before taken notice, that in the firſt ages of the 
Britiſn empire, the beer brewed was principally for 
the uſe of the gentry; that this liquor had the preference of 
wine ſeems to be farther confirmed, by its being employed to 
adminiſter the ſacrament with: (it could not be on account of 
the dearneſs of wine, for in the year 1199, the firſt of king 
John, red wine ſold for £.o. 1. 62. per gallon, and white wine 
for G. o. 2. 03. per gallon) : however, in the following year, the 
council of Wincheſter aboliſhed this cuſtom. A famine was oc- 

caſioned by the great rains which happened 

An. Dom. 1202. 
Wheat ſold for C. 1. 17. 2. per quarter. 

From the king's ill conduct, his ſloth, and ſupineneſs, from 


the current coin being debaſed, from the inclemency of the wea- 


ther, and the many inſurrections on account of the high price 


of corn, we may conclude the ſcarcity was of ſome years con- 


tinuance. 
An. Dom. 1205. 
Wheat was at C. 1. 17. 2. per quarter, oats C. o. 10. 4. per quar- 
ter, peaſe and beans /. 1. o. 8. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1206. 
Wheat was at J. 2. 1. 4. per quarter, oats J. o. 10. 4. per 
uarter. 

It is true, during the greateſt part of this time, the land la 
under the pope's interdict ; but it is as true, when bribed by the 
ſurrender of the crown, and the payment of a tribute, this pious 
prieſt permitted the people to do homage to the deity, and gave 
them his bleſſing, this did not produce the plenty they ſtood in 
immediate want of, a bleſſing they moſt ſenſibly would have ac- 
knowledged ; nor did it prevent in the year 1215 a general de- 
vaſtation of all the lands and parks in England, occaſioned by a 
civil war, this holy father in a great meaſure was the author of ; 
ignorance had benighted all the chriſtian powers, from the con- 
queſt to this time, trade and agriculture were at the loweſt ebb, the 
clergy and the monks were almoſt the only perſons that could or 
did write; the pope's ambition and ill-humour, they termed re- 
ligion, and this wholly engroſſed their attentions ; as all elſe ap- 
peared to them to be of little moment, it is no wonder they 


left few or no records relative to the concerns of life. 


Matthew Paris takes notice the firſt uſe of ſea-coals was in 
the firſt year of king Henry III. 

An. Dom. 1217. 

Ale was ordered to be ſold in cities two gallons for three pence, 

and three or four gallons in the country for the ſame price; at the 


ſame time three good horſes, two aſſes, and a good cart were 
valued at £.7. 15. o. 


| 


D: : This 


— — — 
— 4 
—— — 
— —— 


— —— — As 
. 
m_—_ 


=& . - 
— — . . ]⅛˙ XQ ²˙ ö TT 


— — «ns * = 9 
— — 1 oy 


——— —— m 


—— RR 
3 


— 
a. * —— — —— 
—— IR = — 
on 


C1 
This diſtinction of price between the cities and the country 


ſhews the want of good roads, and the little communication there 
was between the parts of the kingdom: great ſtorms with thun- 


der and lightning throughout England, attended with immenſe 


floods, which began in May, occaſioned, 
An. Dom. 1222, | 

Wheat to ſell for £.1. 17. 24. per quarter. It is remarked 
at this time that a ſingle prieſt was ſuppoſed to be able to ſubſiſt 
with £.10. 6. 8. per annum; but he could not afford to keep 
a Curate. 

An. Dom. 1223. 
Wheat till at C. 1. 17. 22. per quarter. 

The unſeaſonable weather laſted to Candlemas of this year, 
and corn was eſteemed exceflive dear. 

An. Dom. 1225. 

The hire of a cart with two horſes was J. o. 2. 7. per day, 

with three horſes {.o. 3. 72. per day. 
An. Dom. 1232. 
A ſtrong handſome horſe worth . 1. 11. o. 

A great froſt which, began at Chriſtmas and laſted to Candle- 
mas without ſnow, rendered the ground unfit to be tilled ; a 
famine enſued, 

An. Dom. 1234. 
Wheat fold for C. 1. 17. 24. per quarter. 

It muſt have continued dear, for it is recorded the followin 
year, the people eat horſe-fleſh, the bark of trees, and ſtole the 


green corn in the fields for food; twenty thouſand are ſaid to 


have been famiſhed in the city of London ; likely ſuch unwhole- 
ſome nouriſhment brought on epidemical diſtempers among them : 
the intereſt of money was J. 40 per cent. We hear of no abate- 
ment of this miſery until 
| An. Dom. 1237 ; 
Wheat then fold for FL. o. 10. 4. per quarter, barley for 
L. o. 6. 22. per quarter, and oats . o. 3. 1+. 

The pope having extorted great ſums of money from the En- 
gliſh clergy ; it is probable as the coin of the kingdom became 
ſcarce, the price of proviſions could not rife, 

| An. Dom. 1240. 
Wheat at G. o. 10. 4. per quarter. | 

Freſh extortions were made by the pope; and though he king 
exported 100,000 quarters of wheat, and 5000 quarters of oats 
for the uſe of his army in France, fo favourable was the har- 
veſt, that 1 

An. Dom. 1243, 
Wheat was . o. 6 22. per quarter, peaſe J. o. 6. 24. per 
quarter. 
8 An. Dom. 1244. 
Wheat was C. o. 6. 22. per quarter, peaſe C. o. 6. 22. per quarter, 

Trade in ſome meaſure muſt have increaſed, the king's cuſtoms 
for the uſe of his ware- houſes, his meaſures and weights amoun- 
ted to L. 18600 per annum; the benefit ariſing from this was 

over- 
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over- balanced by the current coin being egregiouſly clipped, fo 
that without any other reaſon aſſigned we find wheat at prices 
conſequent of a famine. | 
An. Dom. 1246. 
Wheat at J. 2. 9. 7. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1247. 
Wheat ſold . 2. 1. 4. per quarter. 

So great variation in price, within ſo ſhort time, in the ſame 
kingdom, indicates bad huſbandry, and a want of proper con- 
veyances both by land and by water; the ſcarcity or the dear- 
neſs of proviſions, drew the attention of the legiſlative power. 
In 1251 the king fixed the afſize for bread, in proportion to the 
price of corn, from J. o. 3. 1. to L.1. 3. 3. per quarter; the firſt 
precedent of this ſort was in the reign of king John, but then 
the ſheriff ſhared part of the aſſize, and the price of grain was 
lower. In the year 1255 the extortions of the pope, and the 
ſums obtained by the carl of Cornwall raiſed the intereſt of 
money to . 50 per cent. it was computed they took out of the 
kingdom /. 2, 170, ooo in real ſpecies, for paper coin was then 
unknown, this occaſioned a general decay of trade: from exceſ- 
ſive rains a great famine enſued, dead dogs, and the bark of 
trees became the uſual food of the people, and brought a great 
mortality among men. 

An. Dom. 1257. 
Wheat was /. 3. 14. 5. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1258. 
Wheat /. 2. 9. 7. per quarter. 

Though civil wars afflicted the people in 1263, and four years 
deſpoiled the country, yet when peace returned | 
An. Dom. 1266. 

Wheat ſold for J. o. 3. 1. per quarter. 

If the following facts were not related by Stow, Maitland and 
hiſtorians of equal veracity, we might be taxed with credulity to 
notice them; a great froſt ſet in November 1269, and laſted to the 
February following; this was ſucceeded by exceſſive rains, and 
the ſcarcity of corn and proviſions was ſo great, the poor are ſaid 
to have fed upon their own children: nature recoils in reading 
records of this fort, for two years ſo near together, and to ſee in 
the midſt of theſe diſtreſſes the nobility and barons ravaging each 
other's lands, thereby adding to the miſery of the people. 

An. Dom. 1270. 
Wheat ſold for £.14. 17. 6. and roſe to J. 19. 16. 9. per quarter. 
| An. Dom. 1272. 
Wheat at . 14. 17. 6. per quarter. 

From theſe neceſſities, robberies became frequent, nor could 
they be reſiſted or provided againſt, as they were moſtly com- 
mitted by the Great: laws were enacted againſt engroflers and 
foreſtallers, the common-council of the city of London made 
regulations and appointments for markets, and the king capitally 


puniſhed 280 Jews for clipping the current coin of the king- 


dom. 


4 


| 
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dom. It was impoſſible the nation could ſubſiſt long, under ſuch 
redoubled calamities; the long peace that followed adminiſtered 
relief, but by great ſtorms of thunder, lightning and rain, 
An. Dom. 1286. 
Wheat from . o. 9. o. per quarter roſe to G. 2. 9. 7. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1287. 058 
Wheat . o. 10. 5. per quarter. 

The ſynod of Exeter decreed every parochial church, and 
perpetual vicarages ſhould be endowed with . 10. 6. 8. per ann. 
and that rectors ſhall give their curates V. 6. 4. o. per annum; 
the next ſummer was remarkably hot, and great complaints were 
made of ſcarcity of money. 

| An. Dom. 1288. 

Wheat from . o. 2. 92. per quarter, roſe to . o. 4. 62. 
then to J. o. 10. 34. per quarter, barley ſold for Y. o. 1. 6. per 
quarter, oats for Y. o. 1. o. per quarter. 

An. Dom. 1289. 

Wheat fold for . o. 18. 6. per quarter, barley J. o. 9. 3. 
per quarter, rye Y. o. 15. 6. per quarter, peaſe J. o. 9. o. per 
quarter, and beans /. o. 9. o. per quarter, the price of a 


ſwan was . o. 10. 34. and of a duck J. o. o. 3. 


This riſe of proviſions was occaſioned by great rains; both this 
and the year following; the inconveniency thereof muſt have 
been felt, for the biſhop of Chicheſter now decreed the ſtipend 
of curates in poor churches ſhould be FL. 10. 6. 8. per annum, and 
in rich ones more. Sth 
An. Dom. 1290. 

Wheat . 2. 9. 7. per quarter. 7 

And probably this ſcarcity, continued; for king Edward J. af- 
ter ſeizing the priories alien, allowed every monk . 12. 1. 9. per 
annum. 

An. Dom. 1294. 
Wheat J. 2. 9. 7. per quarter. | 

In 1297 the king ſeized 2000 quarters of wheat, and 2000 
quarters of oats, out of every ſhire-in England, for the uſe of 
his army going abroad ; the next year 1s noted for a famine, 

An. Dom. 1298. 

Of corn I find no prices; an ox fold for J. 1. o. 7. a cow 
L. o. 15. 6. a heifer C. o. 2. 14. a ſheep C. o. o. 3. in Yorkſhire ; 
and ſo great a ſcarcity was there of wine, that with difficulty 
enough was found for adminiſtering the ſacrament ; perhaps the 
war on the continent prevented the importation of it. 

An. Dom. 1299. 

In London, a gooſe fold for J. o. 1. o. a capon for 

L. o. o. 72. a fat cock for C. o. o. 44. a partridge . o. o. 43. 


and a lamb for . o. 4. o. 


Much baſe money was current; trade was in great decay; the 

king ordered new monies to be coined, and half-pence of ſilver. 
5 An. Dom. 13or. | 

Wheat /. o. 6. 12. per quarter, a hen ſold for L. o. o. 1+. 
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| An. Dom. 1302. = 
Wheat C. o. 12. 3. per quarter, malt C. o. 9. 22. per quarter, 
eats C. o. 6. 12. per quarter, peaſe £.o. 7. 5. per quarter; the 
price of a bull was L. 1. 2. 1. a cow I. o. 18. 7. a fat ſheep 

o. 3. o. a capon L£.o. o. 6. a hen . o. o. 4;. 
The want of wine no doubt occaſioned more ale to be brewed, 
for in the year 1306, a complaint was made, the brewers, dyers, 
&c. in London, uſed ſea-coals in their manufactures, and in- 


fected the air; upon which the uſe of them was prohibited. 


Mean Price of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year 1199 to the firſt 
Year of the Reign of King EDwWARD II. A. D. 1307. 


ä 


Purchaſe of Rent of land} Intereſt of | Wheat per Malt per jSea-coals per Hay per 


land per acre money quarter quarter chaldron load 
| Recorded | 
. 7 L. 45 per Ct. L. ol. 3. 21. L. o. 9. 21. 
. . | Linen and B d W d 
Price of cat. Price of | Butchers Ale and hee} woollen utter an ages and 
tle fowls meat locks cheeſe labour | 
Aborſeſ 1. 71.0 A duck Co. o. | | A cart with 2 
An ox - 1.0.7 [A gooſe o. 1.0 | norſes £.0.2 
A cow 675.08 A Ccapon o. o. 6 74 O. o. 1 8 per day 2 
A heifer o. a. 10 Fat cock o. o. 43 r * | A cart with 2 
A ſheen 0.1.71 |Partridgeo.0.4s| Per g | horſes Lo 1 
A lamb o 4.0 [A hen- 00.3 3˙7 


A bull - 1.2 1 JA ſwen o. 10. 34 . | per Gay 


nia a _ — — 


| SECTION IV. 
1 peace which king Edward II. made with Scotland, 


was of no great advantage to his people, with regard to the 
price of proviſions; he frequently ſuffered his northern borders to 
be invaded, and the harveſts of theſe counties to be diſpoiled and 
and carried away. 
An. Dom. 1307. 
A fat cock ſold for C. o. o. 42. two pullets £.o. o. 42. 


An. Dom. 1309. 

Wheat was C. 1. 1. 11. per quarter, malt C. o. 18. 4. per 
quarter, oats J. o. 12. 3. per quarter, a pair of ſhoes ſold for 
£,-0. I. o. wine J. 6. 14. 8. per ton, wax J. o. 1. 8. per 
pound, almonds J. o. o. 4. per pound, ox carcaſes G. 2. 14. o. 
each, a hcg's carcaſe . o. 9. 8. a ſheep . o. 9. 1. a gooſe 


L. O. o. log. a capon . o. o. 9. a pullet L. o. o. 4. a pig 


/ 


4. 0 I. 64. a ſwan J. o. 17.9. a rabbit G. o. 1. 62. eggs nine 
oe {009-3 | | 
Mo of theſe prices were paid by Ralf de Born, for a feaſt 
he gave at his inſtallation, as prior of St. Auguſtine, Canterbury 
Fiſhop Ficetwood obſerves he paid at a high rate for many 


articics. 
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importation of corn was prohibited, unleſs the price o 


i 
| An, Dom. 1310. 
A man at arms was allowed C. o. 2. 62. per day, a croſs- 


bow-man . o. o. 9. per day, an archer. . o. o. 6. per day; 


the king paid for a croſs- bow . o. 11. 3. 
In this age we frequently find the price of malt to be very 
high; the reaſon is, they malted wheat as well as barley, and both 


paſſed under the ſame denomination; this fixed the attention of 


the legiſlature-moſtly, to. wheat : 1n 1 311 the lord-mayor of Lon- 

don ordered an aſſay to be made of bread, : 
An. Dom. 1314. 

Wheat fold for C. 3. 1. 2. per quarter, malt C. 2. o. . per 


quarter, oats C. 2. o. 9g. per quarter, beans . 3. 1. 2. per quar- 


ter, peaſe . 3. 1. 2. per quarter, a corn- fed ox fold for 
L. 3. 13. 6. a graſs-fed ox for J. 2. 9. o. a cow for C. I. 13. 8. 
a fat ſheep ſhorn . o. 3. 7. a gooſe . o. 9. gi, the com- 
mon people could not find themſelves in neceſſaries. 
An. Dom. 1315. | 
Wheat was . 3. 1. 2. per quarter; from a mortality among 
| the cattle, an ox was in price J. 7. 6. 9. 
An. Dom. 1316. 
Wheat from C. 3. 1. 2. role to G. 4. 18. o. per quarter, malt 


ſold for C. 2. o. 9. per quarter, oats at V. o. 10. 6. per quarter, 
beans C. 4. o. o. per quarter, peaſe G. 4. o. o. per quarter, ſmall, 


ale Was * o. 3. per gallon, ſtrong ale /. o. 1. 0. per 

gallon; a foot ſoldier's pay C. o. I. oz. per day. 
An. Dom. 1317. 

. Wheat from . 6. 14. 7. fell in price to L. 1. o. 5. per 

quarter, oats ſold for C. o. 16. 4. per quarter. | 

Theſe famines ſo oppreſſed the poor, they were drove to eat 

the fleſh of horſes and of dogs, a great mortality prevailed among 

mankind, and a murrain among the cattle; the only relief men- 

tioned is, wheat was ordered not to be malted ; nor is any other 

cauſe given for this continued ſcarcity, than that the northern 


counties were ravaged by the Scotch, and that in 1316 great rains 


fell in harveſt- time; the early and plentiful crop of the follow- 


ing year, was a bleſſing they long had ſtood in need of. The 


bad managements of this reign bore down almoſt all that could 
be beneficial to the ſubject, few or no manufactures remained, 
and what were left were in great decay ; at times bread ſcarcely 


could be got for the king's houſhold; foreſtallers were ſometimes 


uniſhed, but the evil remained ; the civil wars had brought 

($a vl ſo very low, that now few lands were incloſed except 
for deer. 

An. Dom. 1325. 

Wheat from . 6. 2. 4. fell to 1 6. 1. per quarter. 

An. Dom. 1326. | 
Wheat fold at C. o. 10. 2. per quarter, arable land let for 
L. o. o. 9. per acre, paſture land C. o. o. 3. per acre, meadow 


land . o. 1. 1. per acre, land in Kent at . o. 1. 62. per acre, 


the price of a cock G. o. o. 3. of a hen C. o. o. 4+. 
However matters muſt have mended, for in the year 1 329 the 
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fleece, and of all the real value of their moveables, 


13 
exceeded . o. 19. 104. per quarter, at the port where the ſame 
ſhould be brought in; the following ſummer was ſo wet, the 
corn could not ripen, but of prices I find no account until 
3 An. Dom. 1336, 
Wheat L. o. 6. 12. per quarter, an ox fold for C. 1. o. 4. a 
ſheep C. o. 2. 04. a pig £.0, o. 3. a pidgeon . o. o. Oo. a fat 


goole J. o. o. 65. a labourer's hire was . o. o. 3. per day. 


The complaint of a ſcarcity of money was ſo great, that the 
king was allowed to export 20,000 ſacks of wool to Flanders, 
the value of which was /. 918, ooo; yet this Jear it was made 
felony to export wool; for in 1331, the art of weaving woollen 
cloth was brought from Flanders into England, by John Kempe; 
the King granted to him his protection, and invited over Fullers, 
Dyers, &c. 

An. Dom. 1338. 

Wheat which was at /. o. 6. 12. per quarter roſe to 
L. o. 10. 22. per quarter, barley was J. o. 2. 62. per quarter, 
oats C. o. 2. 64. peaſe C. o. 3. C. and beans . o. 3. o. 

An. Dom. 1339. - Zo 
Wheat was YL. 1. 7. 6. per quarter, malt J. 1. 7. 6. per quarter. 
Beſide the high prices now paid for proviſions, the people 
were vexed by a tax, of one ninth of every ſheep and lamb's 
or two years. 

An. Dom. 1343. : 
The price of an ox J. 1. 4. 6. a cow J. o. 15. 4. 
| An. Dom. 1348 

A ſtone of wool . o. 2. 04. a horſe L.o. 18. 4. a fat ox 
L. o. 10. o. a cow . o. 2. 9. a heifer G. o. 1. 4. a fat ſheep 
L. o. o. 11. an ewe . o. o. 82. a lamb . o. o. 5+. a hog 
4. 6. Is 13S | 1 
An. Dom. 1349. | 

Wheat J. o. 5. 6. per quarter, an ox J. o. 18. 4. 

Theſe prices are remarkably low, and were occaſioned by a 
moſt dreadful peſtilence, which ſwept away near one third part 
of all the people of Europe; this calamity extended among the 
cattle, and the lives of men and beaſts became ſo precarious, that 
to realize what value they had, they exchanged their goods for 
a very fmall quantity of money. x. 

| — Dod-4455-- 

Wheat J. o. 18. 4. per quarter. 
The wages of a common labourer J. o. o. 24+ per day, mow- 
ing graſs Y. o. 1. 14. per acre, reapers were paid . 
threſhers of wheat /. o. o. 7. per day, a maſter carpenter, a 
maſter maſon, and a maſter tyler had J. o. o. 8. each per 
day, other carpenters, maſons and tylers C. o. o. 54. per oo 
each, and their boys C. o. o. 4. per day. | | 

In 1354 England ſuffered much by a great drought, which 
laſted from March to the end of July ; this and the following 
year there was a great ſcarcity, but the people were aſſiſted by an 


Importation of corn from Ireland. As far as the year 1 361, was one 


continued ſcene of war, famine and peſtilence. The ſenſation 
of theſe miſeries are in ſome degree alleviated by the invitation 
and 
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L. o. o. 5. per day. 


NN 


and encouragement king Edward III. gave to the Flemings to 


' ſettle and eſtabliſh the manufacture of woollen cloths in England, 


and the great ſucceſs it has been attended with, ought to be an 


incitement to exert all our induſtry to preſerve it. 


An. Dom. 1359. 
Wheat L. 3. 4. 12. per quarter, maſter carpenters J. o. o. 10. 
per day, other carpenters . o. o. 7. per day, their ſervants 


An. Dom. 1361. 

Wheat L.o. 5. o. per quarter, the price of a hen J. o. o. 1-. 
Why the wages of artificers were raiſed, and the ſtipends of 

chaplains reduced, is not eaſy to be accounted for; at this time the 

archbiſhop of Canterbury ordered chaplains to be content with 

L. 8. 5. 2. per annum; but this allowance was ſo ſmall, that it 

occaſioned many of them to turn robbers : the hiitory of Eng- 

land furniſhes frequent occaſions to obſerve, neceſity knows 10 

law. | 

An. Dom. 1363. 


Wheat . 1. 17. 25. per quarter, the price of a hen C. o. o. 22. 


of a hog . o. 3. 9. 

| An. Dom. 1369. 

Wheat L. 2. 9. 7. per quarter, barley C. 1. 19. 8. oats C. 1. o. o. 
An. Dom. 1370. 
Wheat FL. 3. 4. 12. per quarter. 

Theſe prices denote the degree of dearth ; great as this was, it 
became more grievous by the peſtilence which accompanied it ; 
the conſequence of moſt famines is an epidemical diſtemper ; bad 
nouriſhment, and a ſcarcity of it, may likely be the cauſe. 
Granting of leaſes was now firſt practiſed, as a means to populate 
the land, 

An. Dom. 1376. 
Twenty-fix fone of wool fold for J. 12. 8. o. 
Commerce, ſays a noted hiſtorian, for 50 years paſt, was at a 


very low ebb, from the badneſs of internal polity, nor arts, nor 


manufactures flouriſhed in any part of the kingdom ; unwrought 
wool, hides, tin, &c. were the only exports ; the land, nor the 
rents thereof ; could not riſe in value, where neither induſtry nor 
plenty exiſted to retain and attract a numerous people to ſupport 
ſuch advance. 
An. Dom. 1379. | 
Wheat at J. o. 9. o. per quarter, white wine LF. o. 1. 3. per 
| gallon, red wine F. o. o. 10. per gallon. 

An. Dom. 1380. 
Wheat L. o. 17. 9. per quarter, malt C. o. 14. 10. per quarter, 
oats C. o. 10. o. per quarter, ſheep ſold for Y. o. 3. 9 each. 

An. Dom. 1382. 


Wheat L. o. 5. o. per quarter, barley C. o. 2. 6. per quarter, 


a ton of wine ſold for C. 9. 18. 6. 
N An. Dom. 1387. | 
Wheat from J. o. 2. 6. roſe to C. o. 5. o. per quarter, barley 
was . o. 2. 6. peaſe C. o. 2. 6. per quarter. 5 
n. 
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| An. Dom. 1390. 
Wheat L.1, 16. 42. per quarter, the wages of a common la- 
bourer was . o. o. 82. per day. 
England was viſited with a plague; but we find no reaſon 


aſſigned for this famine, except that in March 1389 it was un- 


commonly windy, and this alone is not ſufficient to account for 
the ſhort enſuing crop. The exportation of unwrought wool was 
at this time ſtopt; it fell in price from /. o. 7 5. per ſtone to 
L. o. 4. 2. per ſtone; the ſharing with foreigners the materials of 
trade, or unſeaſonably (by the exportation of proviſions) ſupport- 
ing then in their manufactures, are means to keep the ſtaple 
commodities of a kingdom above their natural prices; but at 
the ſame time, as this is furniſhing employment to the ſubjects of 


other nations, they are the certain means to deſtroy home-manu- 


factures, for when the induſtry of a people is added to tiaple 
commodities, they muſt hecome of greater value, and be in 
greater demand from abroad, conſequently their conſumption 
more advantageouſly extended: it is true, this is a ſlow method 
to improve the value of land, and its produce; but it is a ſure 
and laſting one. 
An. Dom. 139r. 
1 Wheat L. 2. 1. 4. per quarter. 

A dearth fo great, that this and the following year- many 
people died of dyſenteries; they were compelled to eat nuts, ap- 
ples and every ſpecies of fruit as ſoon as they appeared. It 1s re- 
corded, to the honour of Adam Beaume, then lord-mayor of 
London, that he imported corn to the relief of the whole realm, 
and jointly with his fellow-citizens took out of the orphan's 
cheſt £.3307, to which the aldermen added a contribution of 
4-49. 10. o. each; theſe beneficences to be applied towards atlitt- 
ing of the needy. 

An. Dom. 1401. 
Wheat at C. 1. 19. 8. per quarter. | 

This was accounted very dear, but no other cauſe aſſigned 
than two inſurrections, one in England and the other in Wales, 
the firſt was ſhort, the other of a longer duration. 

An. Dom. 1407. 
Wheat ſold for L. O. 8. 3. per quarter, oats L O. 5. O. per quarter. 

Wales and the northern counties, which again 8 roſe, were 
now, reduced to obedience; the winter following was ſo hard, 
that moſt of the ſmall birds periſhed ; the ſtipend of a maſs-prieſt 
was now raiſed to V. 11. 11.6. the baſe money imported from 
Genoa was prohibited, and in 1411 new money was coincd. 

An. Dom. 1411. 

The wages of a common labourer Co. o. 5. per day; the 
price of a cow .o. 17. 4. a calf C. o. 2. 4. Cit 
buſhel, an ox J. I. 6. 2. a new plough L.o. 2. 1. a pair of new 
cart wheels . o. 7. 10. 

Lands in the hands of ſocieties are generally let at eaſier rents, 
than when belonging to private men, one third part of the lands 
of England, were now thought to appertain to the church, a- 
mounting to . 627, 266. 13. 4. per annum. The parliament, 
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always attentive to publick welfare, in the year 1413, enacted, 
That their members repreſenting burrough towns, ſhould not 
only be inhabitants of ſuch burroughs, but likewiſe be burgeſſes, 
free of their corporations. 
An. Dom. 1410. 
Wheat L. 1. 11. o. per quarter. 

The price of corn at this time was thought to be very high, it 
might be owing in a great meaſure tothe great quantity of baſe coin 
now current, however it was prohibited and new money made; 
it is worthy of obſervation, ſome of the new pieces. were ſtruck 
with this inſcription, HenRicvs v. REX ANGLIA, REGENS 
ET HERES FRANCILE, theſe were called Blanches. 


Mean Price of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year 1307 to the De- 
claration of War with FAN CE by K. HENRY V. A. D. 1418. 


Purchaſe of Rent of land Intereſt ot | Wheat per , Malt per Pea-coals perf Hay per 
land per acre | money quarter quarter chaldron load 
| 1 | | | 

| Arable Co 1.13 g | 
oy k Conjectured 6 
| LO. 9. 6. 
1. o. 111. 1.0 15.0. 
1 : * 1 5 | n 
bs ; | Linen and t W 
Price of cat | Price of Burchers [Ale and beer | Butter and ages and 
os e here > ads woollen cheele labour 
x ** cloths | per pound | per day 
Carpenters, ma- 
Abor o. 18 4A gooſe Co. o. 9] Ox's carcaſe ſons and tylers 
An ox - 2.6 1 [A capon 0.0.9 L. 2.14. o. 3 C. o. o. 91. 
A cow o. 7.2 Fat cock o. o. 3| Sheep ditto L o. o. 74 A man at arm 
A heisen 0.1.42]A hen- 00,25] L. o. 9.1. | £+0.2.6. 
A ſheep 0.2.7 A pullet o. o. 24 Hog dit. o. 4. 10 5 | Croſs-bowman 
[A calf - 0.4.2 [A ſwan o. 17.9 [Pig ditto 0.0 8 C. o. o. o]. 
| Archer Co. o. 
Labontero. o. 4K 


FV 
A TER theſe times of calamity the legiſlature deviſed mea- 


ſures to'prevent the like for the future; in 1419 Sir Simon 
Eyre built Leaden-hall, to be employed as a publick grainary for 
laying corn in, againſt times of ſcarcity. King Henry V. endea- 
voured his utmoſt to diſburden his Engliſh ſubjects : for his 
wars in France, he made his conqueſts furniſh recruits and 
money to ſupport his army. 
An, Dom. 1416. 
Wheat Z.1. 11. o. per quarter. 

An. Dom. 1423. 

Wheat . o. 13. 22. per quarter, malt J. o. 8. 3. per quarter, 
3 a ram ſold for G. o. 1. 14. 

Biſhop Fleetwood obſerves, wheat at this price was not cheap, 
but only in compariſon to ſome of the foregoing years; the 
blanches were now prohibited becauſe not ſterling, ſo there was 
a ſcarcity of filver coin. 

An. 


1 
5 An. Dom. 1425. 

Wheat ſold for L.o. 6. 7. per quarter, peaſe . o. 3. 6. per 
quarter, a colt was in value .o. 13. 3. ale . o. o. 13. per gal- 
lon, common labour from .o. o. 14. to .o. o 25. per day, 
mechanic's labour . o. o. 4. per day, a tod of pure wool 
L. o. 15. 8. cloth for napkins . o. 1. 34. per ell, beſt ale 
L. o. o. 24. per gallon, red wine .o. 1. 14. per gallon, ſweet 
wine .o. 2. 3. per gallon, pullets L. o. o. 21. cach, ruſſet cloth 
L. o. 1. 95. per yard, a bay horſe for the prior of Burcheſter, 
Oxf. coſt . 2. 4. o. an act paſſed prohibiting the exportation of 
ſheep or fleeces. 

An. Dom. 1426. | 

The following appraiſement was made at this time, an ox 
L. o. 6. 10. a cow .o 15. 6. a horſe /. o. 2. 1. red herrings 
L. O. 2. 4. per hundred. 

An act now paſſed to encourage agriculture, but the year fol- 
lowing it rained from April to November, the effects of which 
I have not been able to diſcover. In the year 1430, it was en- 
acted, that every elector of members to ſerve in parliament ſhall 

oſſeſs a freehold of 40 ſhillings per annum, clear of all repriſals, 
which 40 ſhillings is at preſent equal to Y. 4. 2. 5. Perhaps this 
quotation is not abſolutely foreign to the purpoſe of this treatiſe. 
An. Dom. 1434. 
Wheat . 2. 14. 11. per quarter, : 

From an exceſſive wet autumn: and though there was a hard 

froſt from November to February, yet, the year following, 
| An, Dom. 1435, 
Wheat ſold for C. o. 11. 3. per quarter; 

And this is obſerved to have been the uſual price about this 
time. Meer neceſſity, the year following, brought on a ſuſpen- 
ſion of arms between the Engliſh and French, neither ſide could 
bring any force into the field ; both kingdoms groaned under a 
general want of induſtry, commerce, police, and a ſcarcity. of 
coin. | 

| An. Dom. 1438. 

Wheat L. 2. 1. 2. per quarter. 
This ſcarcity was brought on by unmeaſurable winds and rains. 
An. Dom. 1439. 
Wheat /. 2. 14. 10. per quarter, malt . 1. ö. 9. per quarter. 
| | An. Dom. 1440. 

Wheat /. 2. 9. 5. per quarter, malt L.1. 6.9. per quarter, 
oats /. o. 11. 3- per quarter, wine . o. 2. of. per gallon, bay- 
ſalt Y. o. 2. 05. per buſhel. | | | 

Hiſtorians charge this exceſs of price to the war, which they 
obſerve cuts down corn as well as men: this calamity cauſed vi- 
carages to be augmented to . 16. 9. 7. per annum; bread was 
made of fern roots, and the government to afiord the people all 
the aſſiſtance in their power, gave liberty to carry corn from one 
county to another. It is agreeable to tranſmit to poſterity, the 
names of thoſe who aſſiſted their diſtreſſed country; Stephen 
Brown then lord-mayor of the city of London, cauſed much 
rye to be imported from Pruſſia, and with his fellow-citizens 
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petitioned the king for an aid to repair their common grainary z 


this is a ſure indication of the benefits they oy by ſto- 


ting proviſions in times of plenty. 
An. Dom. 1444. 
Wheat C. o. 9. o. per quarter, malt J. o. 8. 3. per quarter, 
oats V. o. 3. 6. per quarter, peaſe .o 6. 2. per quarter, an ox 


. 3. 4. 9. a porker . o. 6. 2. a calf J. o. 4. 1. artificers wages 


J.. o. o. 6. per day, a common labourer . o. o. 2, per day, 
yearly wages of ſervants J. 2. 1. 3. a gooſe . o. o. 6x. pidgeons 
4.8. 0. 85. per dozen, a cignet . o. 6. 3. fine cloth for nap- 
eins uſed at the altar J. O. 1. 45, per ell, thirty gallons of red 
herrings . 2. 1. 3. 

An. Dom. 1445. 

Wheat . o. 9. 3. per quarter, oats L. o. 4. 1. per quarter, 
hay . o. 7. 41. per load, ale J. o. o. 3. per gallon, red herrings 
4.1. 1. 0. pet thouſand. 

An. Dom. 1440. 

Arable land let from /. o. o. 62. to . o. o. 85. per acre, 
meadow land .. 1. 85. per acre, the wages of a baily for huſ- 
bandry J. 2. 7. o, per annum, with diet and clothes, a chief car- 
ter N ſhepherd J. 2. o. 14. per annum, with diet and 
clothes to each, a common huſbandry ſervant G. 1. 11. o. per 
year, a woman ſervant . 1. o. 7. per year. 

An. Dom. 1447. 
Wheat J. o. 16. 6. per quarter, cats /..0. 4. 42. per quarter, 
An. Dom. 1448. 

heat J. O. 13. o. per quarter, oats J. O. 4. I. per quarter, 
red herrings J. o. 2. 4. per hundred, white herrings L. o. 19. o. 
per barrel, a ſheep V o. 5. o. a hog . o. 3. 113. 

An. Dom. 1449. 

Wheat 4 o. 10. 3. per quarter, red herrings 500 for . o. 12. 4. 

a barrel or 30 gallons of white herrings fully packed . I. I. 1. 


An. Dom. 1450. | 
Oats /. o. 3. 9. per quarter, beans . o. 5. 3. per quarter, 


An. Dom. 1451. 

Wheat 45 O. 16. 6. per quarter, oats . 1. 2. 4. per quarter, 
beans L.o. 6. 10. per quarter, ale . o. o. 3. per ke oy red her- 
rings .o. 3. 2. per hundred, white herrings J. 1. 8. o. per bar- 
rel.” fine woolen cloth . o. 7. 5. per yard. 

A grant was made to the Spinelloes merchants of Genoa * 
the ſole trade of many ſtaple commodities; and another to the 
merchants of Southampton, for the ſole vending of alum : theſe 
were the firſt monopolies in England. The houſe of York in 
1450 had afferted its right to the crown, and ſoon after opened 
a civil war, which could not be ſaid to be extinguiſhed before its 
intereſt and that of the houſe of Lancaſter became united. The 
importance of the Engliſh woollen manufacture now dawned, 
amidſt theſe troubles, the people began to {ce the error of ex- 


Porting unwrought wool, 
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An. Dom. 1453. => 
Wheat /. o. 11. 1. per quarter, ale G. o. o. 22. per gallon, 
red herrings . o. 3. Oo. per hundred, white herrings J. o. 2. 6. 
per hundred, | 
An. Dom. 1454. 
Wheat from . o. 2. 4. per quarter, fell to J. o. 2. o. per 
quarter, malt . o. 2. 3. per quarter, oats I. o. 3. 9. per quarter. 


An. Dom. 1455. 
Wheat C. o. 2. 4. per quarter, malt £.o. 2. 11. 


An. Dom. 1457. 

Wheat . o. 15. 9. per quarter, oats o. 3. o. per quarter, 
ale C. o. o. 24. per 2 a cade or 500 red herrings .o. 13. 9. 
white herrings 92 for J. o. 2. o. 

An. Dom. 1459. 
Wheat C. o. 11. 9. per quarter, barley J. o. 6. 2. per quarter. 


An. Dom. 1460. 
Wheat J. o. 16. 6. per quarter, oats J. o. 4. 14. per quarter, 


ale L. o. o. 2. per gallon, a cade of red herrings J. o. 14. 6. 


white herrings 192 fold for G. o. 4. 14. 

In 1461, an act paſſed allowing wheat to be exported, when in 
price leſs than . o. 11. o. per quarter, and barley when leſs than 
L. o. 5. 6. per quarter. | 

An. Dom. 1463. 

Wheat from . o. 3. 4. fell to J. o. 2. 8. per quarter, malt 
L. o. 2. 8. per quarter, barley .o. 2. 343. per quarter, oats 
L. Oo. 1. 9. per quarter, peaſe . o. 5. 6. per quarter. 

The Importation of wheat was now forbid, unleſs when ex- 
ceeding in price .o. 11. 0. per quarter, rye J. o. 6. 7. per quar- 
ter, barley Y. o. 5. o. per quarter. 

An. Dom. 1464. 
Wheat /. o. 11. o. per quarter. 

Theſe laws regulating the exportation and importation of corn, 
are ſure guides to ſet the mean value for this period. King 
Edward IV. was undoubtedly a prince of uncommon abilities and 
reſolution : notwithſtanding the open conteſt for his crown, he 
called in the baſe money : from all theſe ſteps it is obvious, both 
agriculture and trade were objects of his care: his reign was dig- 
nifed by the art of printing being introduced in England, by 
archbiſhop Bourchier ; before this and until the art became more 
common, ſcarcely more than extraordinary events have been 
handed down to us, and theſe by monks often as credulous as 
ignorant of worldly tranſactions. | 

An. Dom. 1470. 
Land fold at 10 years purchaſe. _ 

In 1474, for a war with France, a land-tax was laid of 
L. o. 3. 34. in the pound, beſide one fifteenth and three quar- 
ters of a fifteenth on moyeables, 
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| An. Dom. 1475. | 
Oats J. o. 3. 2. per quarter, hay . o. 11. o. per load. 
. Hiſtorians take notice of a great famine in 1478, of another 
in 1480, of exceſſive rains in 1483; they remark a great inun- 
dation of the river Severn, which laſted ten days, and occaſioned 
much damage; but the prices of corn and of proviſions for any 
of theſe, I have not been able to procure: in 1485 began the 
ſweating ſickneſs, and at the ſame time Leaden-hall the cit 
grainary was burnt. 
5 An. Dom. 1486. 
Wheat L. 1. 19. 7. per quarter, ſalt C. o. 5. o. per buſhel. 
Theſe prices were ſo oppreſſive that an inſurrection enſued, but 
was ſoon quelled. | 
| | An. Dom. 1487. 
Wheat . o. 5. 9. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1489. 
' Oats J. o. 3. 4. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1491. 
Wheat FL. 1. 4. 2. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1492. 
Wheat G. 1. 2. 7. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1493. 


Oats L. o. 3. 4. per quarter, beans J. o. 5. 6. per quarter. 


An. Dom. 1494. 

From L. o. 6. 7. per quarter, wheat roſe to V. 1. 4. 2. per 
quarter, white herrings were L. o. 5. 6. per barrel, bay-falt 
L. o. o. 10. per buſhel, it is obſerved the charge of keeping a 
horſe, one year, for the uſe of the queen's ſiſter was charged 


3. 36: 7. 
5 : ; : | An. Dom. 1495. 
Wheat from J. o. 5. 6+. roſe to . o. 6. 7. per quarter. 
The years 1491, 1492, and 1494, were accounted years of 
dearth; manufactures beginning to improve, the barons grew 


jealous that cities and burroughs drained the country of la- 


bourers : they enacted a law prohibiting any one not poſſeſſed of 
L. I. 13. o. per annum, from binding his ſons apprentice to any 


trade. The king who foreſaw that when encouragement was 


given to induſtry, not only the people, but the trade and value 
of lands muſt increaſe; to obtain theſe uſeful ends, he granted 
this privilege to all burroughs, that any villain who had lived one 
year in any corporation, and had been of the gild, ſhould thence- 
forth be regarded as free: perhaps, both the jealouſy of the 
barons, and the king's opinion, were then, and have ſince been 
extended beyond their true bounds. It muſt not here be omitted 
that 1492, America was diſcovered by Columbus, the quan- 
tities of gold and filver this continent furniſhed within a ſhort 
time after, greatly influenced the landed and trading intereſts of 
Europe, | 

An. 
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| | An. Dom. 1497. | 

Wheat /. 1 13. o. per quarter, oats . o. 3. 4. per quarter, 

bay-makers wages . o. O. 14. per day. 
, An. Dom. 1490. 
Wheat L.o. 5. o. per quarter, hay C. o 13. 6. per load, though 
Stow ſays, hay uſually fold for J. o. 8. 3. per load. 
An. Dom. 1499. 
Wheat /. o. 6.7. per quarter, bay-falt G. o. 3. 10. per buſhel, 
Gaſcoign wine . 3. 12. o. per ton. 
| An. Dom. 1500. 
Wheat /. o. 6. 7. per quarter, 
An. Dom. 1504. | 
Wheat L.o. 8. 9. per quarter, ale at London . o. o. 5. per 
gallon, wine C. o. 1. 4. per gallon. 
An. Dom. 150 5. 

Oats L.o. 4. o. per quarter, hay J. o. 9. 4. per load; about 
this time the loweſt price of hay was .o. 7 9. per load, the 
higheſt at J. o. 18. 7. per load. 

An. Dom. 15C6. 
Oats J. o. 3. 14. per quarter, beans . o. 5. 7. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1507. 

Oats J. o. 3. 14. per quarter, beans . o. 5. 45. per quarter, 
Ta wages J. o. I. 3. per day, a hogſhead of red wine 

8 

: An. Dom. 1508. 

Oats J. o. 2. 9+. per quarter, ſuperfine ſcarlet cloth £2. o. 3. 

per yard, ſuperfine coloured cloth . 1. 7. 10. per yard. 

King Henry VII. was too wiſe a prince to ſuffer the currency 
of baſe money in his kingdom, while Spain was miſtreſs of the 
American mines, no part of which he knew could be obtained 
for his people, by any means ſo advantageouſly, as by commerce: 
to render the riches of Spain bf leſs value, he enacted ſevere laws 
againſt taking intereſt ; though penurious himſelf, he lent his 
own money to merchants without profit ; he impowered his 
barons, and the nobility to diſpoſe of their eſtates; this di- 
vided the property of the lands: the commons enriched by traf- 
ſick, ſharing theſe, pointed out to the gentry the effect and power 
of manufactures and trade. | 

Before the diſcovery of America, the price of labour and pro- 
viſions were but low, and it appears the profits of trade were ſo 
exceſſive as cent. per cent. but this error which confined the 
bounds of commerce, began to be corrected by the deſire to 
ſhare the American gold and filver, which now had reached 
Europe. The Spaniards, the firſt poſſeſſors, grew more delicate 
and ſumptuous in their manner of living, and in their dreſs; 


this ſpirit diſperſed itſelf into moſt parts of Europe; there was a 


greater demand for every kind of merchandize ; induſtry with leſs 
profit was equally rewarded by the increaſe of conſumption ; 
every manufacturing country divided the riches of the Indies; 
England had her ſhare; but this ſudden. plenty of money en- 
| | hanced 

4. 8 


„ 


hanced the price of labour and proviſions; the value of eſtates in- 
creaſed, and the land-owner was in the end the moſt advantaged : 
ſuch were with us the firſt effects of Peruvian riches : theſe 
mines now are far from being exhauſted ; the only means to 
counteract their power, is by trade to divide it; ſuch kingdoms 
muſt obtain the largeſt ſhare thereof, whoſe people are enabled 
to manufacture goods the beſt in quality and at the cheapeſt 


rates. 
An. Dom. 1510. 


Oats /. o. 2. 9. per quarter, Hay . o. 12. 4. per load. 
An. Dom. 1511. 


Oats . o. 2.9. per quarter, beans J. o. 4. 6. per quarter, 
| hay . o. 6. 10. per load. 
An. Dom. 1512. 

Oats L.o. 2. 9. per quarter, beans . o. 5. 6. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1513. 
Oats J. o. 3. 24. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1514. 
Wheat /. o. 5. 6. per quarter; maſter-maſons, carpenters, 
rough-maſons, bricklayers, tylers, plumbers, glaziers, carvers, 
and joiners, their wages without diet . o. o. 8. per day each, 


common labourers J. o. o. 52. per day. 


An, Dom. 1515. 
Beans J. o. 5. 9. per quarter. 

During the firſt years of the reign of king Henry VIII. the 
prices of grain were at a low rate; yet ſo far were the magi- 
ſtrates at this time from thinking that laying up proviſions againſt 
a ſcarcity was an expenſive or hazardous meaſure, or that corn 
was beſt left in the hands of farmers or ingroſſers, whoſe con- 
ſtant intereſt it is, to advance the price of them, that we find in 
the year 1510, Roger Achiley, then lord-mayor of London, 


cauſed Leaden-hall, the city-grainary, to be plentifully ſtored 
with all ſort of grain; and in 1516, by order of his majeſty's 


council, an aſſay of bread was made, from one quarter of wheat; 
ſuch attention for the welfare of the laborious poor, muſt endear 
the ſovereign to his people. 
An. Dom. 1519. 
Wheat /. o. 5. 6. per quarter. 
= An. Dom. 1521. | | 
Wheat from L.1. 7. 7. roſe to . I. 15. 10. per quarter. 
The ſweating ſickneſs, which ſhewed itſelf in 1518, carried 

off great part of the inhabitants; the dearth, war, and peſti- 
lence, which took place from 1521, and laſted the three fol- 
lowing years, without being attended with the terrible conſe- 
quences hiſtorians of the times preceding this have recorded of 
theirs, ſhew the wiſdom of internal polity at this time, 
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Mean Price of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year 1418 to the In- 
7 troduction of Hops into ENcLanD A. D. 1524. 


b 4 
1 


2 


Purchaſe of Rent of land| Intereſt of | Wheat per | Malt per pores per Hay per 


land per acre money quarter quarter chaldron load 
? — — 2 — — 
arable o. o. 6 | | 
to years rent C.. 4.0 11. 3. L. o. 8. o. L. o. 9. 91. 
3 oY ; 
Price of cat-| Price of | Butchers Ale and beer| Ligen 5nd K —_ | at. and 
tle fowls meat per gallon *. i 3 
| per yar per pound | per day 
A colt Co. 7. 8. | Fine linen hh 1 
An ox 1.15.8! | ; £-0.1.9. 
JA cow ©.15.6 [Agooſe0.0.61 Ruſſet C. o. 1. 9. Artificers 
A ſheep 0.5.0 A pullet o. o. 23 | . 8 22, Woollen cloth | L. o. 0.81, 
A calf - 0.4.1 [A cignet o. 6.3 4.0 7-5. | Labourers 
A hog - 0.5.04 Fine ſcarlet C. o. o. 34. 
A genteel horſe cloth £.2.0.3. | 
4.2.4.0 Fine coloured 
cloth Y. 1 7 10 
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| HE price of wine at this time was about four times more 

than that of ale; as the profits of trade leſſened, and the 
yalue of proviſions and labour increaſed, it is probable, by a pru- 
dent change to a leſs expenſive diet, the people ſought to keep 
their expences within bounds; this introduced the more fre- 
quent uſe of malt-liquors: the intercourſe trade had opened be- 
tween this kingdom and Flanders, undoubtedly brought the Eng- 
liſh to be acquainted with many .of their cuſtoms and of their 


manner of living. The ales then brewed in England were fit only 


for preſent uſe, they had not in them a property to keep, ſo as to 
be amended by time ; the Flemings by adding hops to their beers 
had procured this advantage: neither the plant, its uſe or the 
benefit it conveyed could be unknown, it remained only to try 
their growth in Britiſh ſoil ; the experiment was made, and met 
with uncommon ſucceſs in the firſt year of this period 1524, and 
thereby laid the foundation to change the very nature of the malt- 
liquors then in uſe, to render them more wholeſome, increaſe 
the conſumption of barley, and brought into the country a ma- 
terial of trade, which ſince has furniſhed to the government 
many large ſums towards defraying the expences of the ſtate : 
this and the two following years produced much rain. 
e An. Dom. 1526. | | 
Oats . o. 5. o. per quarter, beans J. o. 5. . per quarter; 
| much corn was imported from Dantzic. 
An. Dom. 1527. 

Wheat /. o. 19. 9. per quarter; grain again was imported 

from Dantzic. 

Many people in London died for want; the king ſent a preſent 
of one thouſand quarters of corn to the city; a fact, which with 
what was imported warrants the truth of this ſcarcity, although 
from the price it might not be judged of in fo bad a light: every 
deviation from the weather naturally expected or wiſhed for, ſeems 
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in this and the preceding times to be productive of a ſcarcity to 
be complained of; the truth is, the cauſe in great meaſure lay 
elſewhere : the feudal ſyſtem of government appears to be ver 

ill calculated to promote induſtry and tillage : the chiefs and their 
vaſſals were military men, liable to attend wars on every occa- 
ſion; the readieſt gains beſt ſuited their genius and circum- 
ſtances ; they had little or no leiſure, and leſs inclination to ſtudy 
profits, which time and peace were to bring about : ſuch were the 
principles the Engliſh had imbibed from their anceſtors, and 
theſe remained and operated even aſter the form of government 
had undergone ſome change; therefore they raiſed immenſe 
quantities of cattle, and neglected the plough, except ſo much 
as, meer neceſſity compelled them to: for their unwrought wool, 
they found a ſure ſale with the Flemings, though the rivals of 
their trade, and of their clothing manufacture ; and conſcious of 


the ſmall naval power they had to defend them; for theſe reaſons, 


they placed their riches in flocks of ſheep, which they could in 
times of danger remove to places of ſafety; whereas the produce 


of arable lands, from its nature, muſt be left to the violation of 


an enemy, whether foreign or domeſtic. It requires a long time 
for a nation to depart from prejudices, and to change her cuſtoms ; 
notwithſtanding many laws enacting the contrary, at this time, 
we ſee the greateſt part of the lands of England employed for 
paſture, and farmers keeping flocks of ſheep to the amount of 
more than 24,000 each, and this for many years after the go- 
vernment had appriſed them of their error. As the neceflities 
of mankind are many, whenever an undue proportion exiſts in 
the means to ſupply theſe, ſome are in an over proportion, of 
others there is a want, and the effects of a real ſcarcity muſt 
often enſue : it belongs to, and is in the power of governments 
to make every claſs of their people, at the ſame time as they are 
exerting their induſtry intentionally for themſelves, to be made 
to act for the good of the whole. The wealth of America con- 
tinued its effects in Europe; all orders of men ſhewed an un- 
common rapacity for gold and ſilver; even the clergy oppreſſed, 
where opportunity offered; /. 666. 13. 4. was at this time 
exacted for the probate of a will: thus either living or dead the 
people had great reaſon to be concerned for their eſtates, and 

the ſweating-ſickneſs increaſed their anxiety. 

5 | An. Dom. 1530. | 
Oats L.o. 5. 6. per quarter, beans J. o. 7. 32. per quarter, 
hay-makers wages G. o. o. 2. per day. 

N An. Dom. 1531. . SR 

An ox L.1. 16. 8. a ſheep L.o. 3. 10}. a capon J. o. o. 82. 
a pullet G. o. o. 23. 
| An. Dom. 1532. 

Wheat L. o. 8. 10. per quarter, malt J. o. 5. o. per quarter, 

Oats C. O. 3. 8+. per quarter, beans J. o. 7. 3+. per quarter. 
| | An. Dom. 1533. $2 
By act of parliament, beef and pork were to be ſold at near 
L. o. o. oz. or n of a penny per pound, mutton and yeal at 
2 N near 
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greatly the circumſtances of agriculture; for c 


„ | 
near C. o. o. 1. or of a penny per pound: the ſtatute ſays, 
theſe were the proviſions of the poorer ſort, a fat ox then fold for 
L. 1. 16. 6. a fat weather for G. o. 5. 0+. a fat calf C. o. 5. 62. 


a lamb. L. o. 1. 42. the butchers in London ſold their meat for 


the relict of the poor at . o. o. 4. per ſtone, and butchers 
not free of the city were permitted to fell fleſh in Leaden-hall- 
market, 

The circumſtances about the year 1530 were ſuch, that they 
produced a remarkable increaſe of poor: England at this time 
poſſeſſed no colonies ; and to employ the induſtrious, they had 
but few manufactures to have recourſe to: the gaiety of the age 
renewed the ardour in the gentry to obtain money to ſupport 
their expences; as they could not or would not wait for the 
flow but ſurer returns made by manufactures, they paſſed an act 
permitting the exportation of unwrought wool ; the conſequence 
was a monopoly both of ſheep and land. In 1534, the king aſ- 
ſerting his ſupremacy in the church, ſoon had it in his power, 
in part to gratify the rapacity of his courtiers. 

An, Dom. 1535. 
Oats J. o. 3. 8. per quarter. 

But the exportation of raw wool, and the monopoly conſequent 
thereof, beggaring numbers of families, that before had been em- 
ployed, either in ſmall farms, or in the woollen manufacture, 
it became of abſolute neceflity to put a {top thereto ; according- 
ly in 1536, an act paſſed, that for every fifty, forty or thirty acres 
of land, there ſhould be builded one ſufficient tenement meet for 
an honeſt man to dwell in : upon its being repreſented that the 
country was not equally fertile, this law was reſtricted to thir- 
tcen rich counties, and to the Iſle of Weight: this ſame year 
276 of the leſſer monaſteries were ſuppreſſed. 

An. Dom. 1537. 

Oats J. o. 4. 5. per quarter, beans . o. 8. 3. per quarter, 
ſea-coals at Newcaſtle . o. 2. 9. per chaldron, in London 
L. o. 5. 6. per chaldron. | | 

The opinion of the great men concerning the ſuppreſſion of 
the leſſer monaſteries wiil beſt appear by others in 1538 un- 
dergoing the ſame fate ; the amount of their whole revenues was 
L. 222, 318 per annum, beſ:de the moveables; theſe eſtates, 
though fold to the king's favourites at low prices, influenced 

33 hav- 
ing been let at ſmall rents, and upon leaſe, the farmers looked 
upon themſelves as proprietors, being careful always to renew 
in time: hoſpitality had been the conſtant practice of abbies, 
but the new poſſeſſors in raiſing the rents inſtilled different prin- 
ciples into their tenants, and recommended to the mendicants, 


what from want of habit, talent and perhaps inclination, they 


were unable to do, and what now was ſcarce to be found, work ; 


in theſe and ſuch like caſes, charitable advice anſwers a double 


purpoſe, more eſpecially when dictated by the authors of ne- 
ceſſity. | 
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Money was wanting to make theſe purchaſes however at low 
rates, and the intereſt thereof was fixed at . 10. per cent. In 
1541, colleges, hoſpitals and other like foundations, as alſo part 
of the temporalities of the ſees of Canterbury, York, and Lon- 
don, by the king's orders deſerted their former owners, and by 
the ſame means as before the monaſteries had, theſe now returned 
into lay-hands. It might have been expected ſo great and eaſy 
acquiſitions made by the gentry, would have engaged their atten- 


tion to eaſe the people of the enormous monopolies of land and 


ſheep which till ſubſiſted ; flocks of fifteen, twenty thouſand 
ſheep and more, at this time were common, and this was ſup- 


ported by the exportation of unwrought wool ; every neceſſary 


of life increaſed in price, from the over-proportion of paſture 
land, with reſpect to the quantity employed in tillage : induſtry 
was oppreſſed, the kingdom depopulated ; beſide, the law paſſed 
in 1535, it was found requiſite to enact, farmers ſhould be re- 
ſtrained from keeping more than two thouſand ſheep. 

For the war with Scotland, in 1545, a tax of J. o. 1. 47, 
per pound was laid upon the land, during the latter years of this 
reign ; the king ſuffered his coin continually to be debaſed, fo 
that his ſhillings in 1547, the firſt year of king Edward VI. 

aſſed for nine-pence, afterwards for ſix- pence only. What was 
left of free chapels and chantries, were now ſeized and di- 
vided among the courtiers, together with ſome ſpiritual bene- 
fices, which were beſtowed on lay-men; the monopolies, the 
increaſed price of proviſions and labour, the debaſement of the 
coin, the exportation of unwrought wool, although they pro- 
cured a ready gain to a few individuals, yet were they the ruin of 
all commerce; ſo that the trade of England was now confined 
to the Netherlands only: theſe diſtrefſes, the raiſing of rents, 
and the incloſing of commons, for the two years following oc- 
caſioned inſurrections of no ſmall conſequence, in Wiltſhire, 
Oxfordſhire, Glouceſterſhire, Kent, Suſſex, Hampſhire, De- 


vonſhire, Yorkſhire and Norfolk: impatience to poſſeſs wealth, 


ſubverts the real enjoyment of it. 
An. Dom. 1550. 


Wheat C. o. 5. 12. per quarter, malt J. o. 4. 2. per quarter, 


barley L. o. 3. 9. per quarter, rye G. o. 3. o. per quarter, oats | 


L. o. 1. 10. per quarter, ſweet butter Y. o. o. 1. per pound, 
dowlas C. o. o. 9. per yard, lockram J. o. o. 7. per yard, mens 


ſhoes C. o. o. 11. womens ſhoes . o. o 7. a pair of boots the 


beſt ſort C. o. 3. 4. an ox . o. 18. o. a ſheep J. o. 1. 6. mea- 
ſures at this time were very uncertain and variable ; at Saltaſh 
the buſhel was 12 gallons, at Lowe 16 gallons, at Penryn 18 
gallons, the meaſure of oats great, but no where of one and the 
fame ſize. „ 
An. Dom. 1551. 

Wheat /. o. 1. 9. per quarter, malt C. o. 1. 14. per quar- 
ter, oats . o. 1. 9. per quarter, ſtraw L. o. 1. 2. per load, 
malmſey wine LF, o. o. 1. per quart. f 
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| An. Dom. 1552. 
Wheat C. o. 2. 4. per quarter, barley C. o. 1. 2. per quarter, 
beef, mutton and veal J. o. o. 1, per pound. 
5 An. Dom. 1553. 

Wheat . o. 8. 2. per quarter, but fell to £.o. 5. 1. malt 

L. o. 5. 1. per quarter, a ton of wine . 6. 5. o. 
An. Dom. 1554. 

Wheat . o. 8. 2. but fell to .o. 4. 1. per quarter, malt 

L. o. 5. 1. per quarter, rye . o. 6. 92. 
An. Dom. 1555. 

Wheat L.o. 8. 2. per quarter, malt C. o. 5. 1. per quarter, 
rye C. o. 16. 4. per quarter, ſea-coals at J. o. 12, 3. per 
chaldron, 

An. Dom. 1636. 

Wheat /. o. 8. 2. but fell to J. o. 4. 7. per quarter, malt 
L. o. 5. 1. per quarter, beans . o. 7. 11. the weight of a pen- 
ny loaf in London was 11 ounces troy, and the penny then was 
as I to 1, 239 the penny now. | 

An, Dom. 1557. | | 

Wheat /. o. 8. 2. roſe to /. 2. 14. 4. and fell again to 
L. o. 5. 1. per quarter, malt J. o. 5. 1. roſe to G. 2. 4. Io. and 
fell again to G. o. 6. 10. per quarter, rye . o. 8. 2. fell to 
L. o. 3. 6. per quarter, oats . o. 10. 3. per quarter, peaſe 
L. 2. 6. 8. per quarter, weight of a penny loaf in London 26 
ounces troy. 

| An. Dom. 1558. 
Wheat . o. 8. 2. roſe to . o. 14. 35. per quarter, rye 
L. o. 8. 2. per quarter, barley C. o. 5. 1. a good ſheep L.o. 3. 6. 
An. Dom. 15 59. 8 
Wheat . o. 8. 2. per quarter, rye . o. 8. 2, per quarter. 
= An. Dom. 1 560. 

Wheat J. o. 8. 2. per quarter, barley J. o. 5. 3. per quarter, 

rye L.o. 8. 2. per quarter, oats G. o. 5. 1. per quarter, a load 


of old hay L. o. 12. 10. of new hay C. o. 7. 10. 


| An. Dom. 1561. 

Wheat FL. o. 8. 3. per quarter, malt C. o. 5 12. per quarter, 
barley L.o. 5. 1. per quarter, rye Zo. 8. 3. per quarter, oats 
L. o. 5. 14. per quarter; at Norwich, two buſhels of flour ſold 
for J. o. 1. 6. beef 112 pounds for J. o. 5. 11. beer L. o. 2. 62. 
per barrel, 34 eggs for . o. o. 6. TE 

| An. Dom. 1 562. hu 
Wheat /. o. 8. 3. per quarter, barley C. o. 5. 14. per quarter, 
hay C. o. 13. 9. per load, ſtraw C. o. 6. o. per load, an hogſhead 
of claret wine G. 2. 10. o. 
An. Dom. 1563. 
Rye J. o. 13. 9. per quarter, oats Y. o. 5. 14. per quarter. 

England at preſent with a ruinous trade, the minds of the 

eople wholly engroſſed with religious diſputes, they were more 
Ee in the improvement of agriculture and manufactures, 
than the ſtates on the continent: their partial profits aroſe chief- 
ly from the exportation of . and even theſe were contracted 
| : by 
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by monopolies, and by the baſeneſ of the coin, which in the 
year 1552 was three fourths allay; fo that for want of employ- 
ment, the people deſerted in ſuch quantity, as their loſs be- 
came remarkable ; what little foreign trade there was, aliens car- 


ried on. | | 
Queen Mary endeavoured to remedy this ill ſtate of affairs, by 


nearly reſtoring the current coin to its ſtandard ; but by this the 


people loſt one fourth of their money ; the price at which wheat 
was allowed to be ſent abroad muſt have been thought too high, 
for now an act paſſed allowing the exportation of it when un- 
der C. o. 6. 9. per quarter. The great ſums the queen ex- 
torted from the people, occationed intereſt to riſe to J. 14. 
per cent. which ſoon after returned to . 12. and then to . 10, 
per cent. The variation in price of grain in. 1557 was entirely 
owing to her ſeizing all the corn and proviſions ſhe could find in 
Norfolk and Suffolk for victualling of her fleet. The year fol- 
lowing, which was the firſt of the reign of queen Elizabeth, 
violent tempeſts, particularly in Nottinghamſhire, did great miſ- 
chief; a tax of /. o. 4. O. per pound was laid on land, and 
L. o. 2. 6. on goods: intereſt role to {.12. per cent. but the 

ueen now effectually remedied the baſe coin, and fixed the 
ſtandard which ſubſiſts at this time. 

In the year 1561, the free exportation of corn was allowed ; 
as ſoon as this permiſſion began to operate, grain of every ſpecie 


| roſe in value: the prices of corn, and that of all other pro iiions 


at and before this time were ſo moderate and. low, this ordi- 


nance could not be ſaid to be oppreſſive to induſtry, or to the 


people in general: it is equally neceſſary the intereſt of agricul- 
ture ſhould be encouraged as that of trade ; to maintain the juſt 
mean, which ſupports the one, without injuring the other, is 
undoubtedly the good of the whole. 1569 produced a plague, 
and the intereſt of money lowered to //. 6., per cent. The year 
following, to prevent the conſequences of an excels in the free 
exportation of corn, at the charge of the city of London in 
Bridewell were built publick grainaries, which contained 6000 
quarters of wheat and 4000 chaldrons of coals; at the ſame 
time, John Payne produced to the lord-mayor, a mill to grind 
corn, it was worked by perſons maimed, either of legs or arms, 
and ground two buſhels per hour, ſo that one mill would fupply 
one thouſand people with flour per day. 

An. Dom. 1572. 
The price of a capon was . o. 1. 4+. a hen G. o. o. 8. beſt 
butter C. o. o. 3. per pound, a chicken . o. o. 3. a gooſe 

„9. I. & 

4 | An. Dom. 1573. | 
Wheat from J. 1. 4. 9. roſe to £.2. 17. 8:. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1574. 

Wheat from /. 2. 17. 82. fell to . 1. 4. 9. per quarter, beef 
fold at L.o. 1. 104. per ſtone, five herrings colt C. o. o. 2. bay 


falt C. o. 6. 2. per buſhel. 
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An. Dom. 1575. 
Vheat . 1. 4. 9. per quarter. 

The riſe of corn in 1573 is very extraordinary, as it did not 
proceed from any real ſcarcity; it is recorded, there were no 
want to him who wanted not money; but that it was the con— 
ſequence of the unbounded liberty to export grain, there can ve 
no doubt; for Lionel Ducker then lord-mayor of London, ſig- 
nified to the lord-treaſurer, that this riſe in price was occationed 
by the great exportation of all forts of grain to the Netherlands. 
The dearth which happened the year following made them re- 
pent they had exchanged their corn for gold; a real ſcarcity 
came On, it extended to every kind of proviſion, and its uſual 
conſequence, a peſtilence, took place. Violent ſtorms of hail 
and lightning in 1575, maintained the prices at a high rate : 
ſome judgment may be formed of the trade in theſe times by 
the number of ſeamen emyloyed ; for the queen's ſervice and 
that of the merchants were entertained 14295 men, the militia 
of England was 182929 men. 

An. Dom. 1585. | 

Malt J. o. 12. o. per quarter. 
An. Dem, 1386. 

Wheat . 2. 18. 8. per quarter. 

An. Dom. 1587. 

Wheat . 3. 6. 6. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1588. 

Wheat . o. 6. 5. per quarter. 

The riches of America poſſeſſed by the Spaniards, as yet had not 
found a ſufficient number of fixed channels to flow quietly into all 
the ſtates of Europe; this want of a level, fixed the attentions 
and deſires of mankind towards the heap., The high prices of 
corn in 1586 and 1587, Penkethman obſerves, were occaſioned 
partly by the unſeaſonableneſs of the year, partly by the cove— 
touſneſs of corn-maſters, but eſpecially through the unlawful 
and over-much tranſporting of grain : biſhop Fleetwood con- 
firms this, and the neceflities of the times were ſuch, the queen 
publiſhed a book of orders to be taken by the juſtices, for the 
relief of the poor. The threatened invaſion of Spain cauſed the 
intereſt of money to riſe to YL. 10. per cent. the number of ſea- 
men in England were the ſame as before, but in a few years, by 
the many monopolics granted, and by the riſe, of provilions in 
price, trade diminiſhed, and they leſſened in number one third. 
The ule of ſca-coals was ſo common, they became a matter of 
public attention; a combination among the coal-owners at .- 
caſtle is now mentioned, they had raiſed the price to . o. 9. z. 
per chaldron, which for many years before were always ſold at 
L. o. 4. 2. per chaldron. | N 1 
LED An. Dom. 1592. 

Wheat /. o. 19. 6:. per quarter. 

Before 1 562, the mean price of wheat for many years was about 
L. o. 8. 3. per quarter, and probably continued fo, or with little 
variation, to 1572 ; for theſe ten years we want informations, 
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and hiſtorians generally give them but on extraordinary occaſions, 
ſuch as dearths and famines. The remarkable riſe in the price of 
grain, to three times its former value, and which became conſtant 
and rather more, after the year 1593, moſt probably was the conſe- 
quence of more cauſes than one. The firſt cauſe of this, we have 
ſeen to ariſe from a boundleſs liberty given to export corn in 1561, 
to which may be added the habit of monopoliſing, in great meaſure 
ſupported, at leaſt permitted by queen Elizabeth, which op- 
preſſed the Engliſh manufactures; again, to the great riches which 
the laity obtained by the ſuppreſſion of religious houſes in the 
time of king Henry VIII. which riches now appeared without 
danger, and to the increaſe of gold and ſilver in Europe furniſhed 
out of the American mines : undoubtedly it was found policy in 
England to ſeek to ſhare this wealth ; and the ſtate did this, by 
a continued war, and ſuffering an unlimited exportation of grain ; 
but it would more effectually have been done by labour, induſtry 
and commerce; ſuch meaſures would have employed, fed and 
increaſed the people both in number and riches ; whereas we ſee 
they were for a long time over-burdened with poor, an evil they 
greatly complained of, and never to the purpoſe remedied : ex- 
changing corn (the growth of which employs but few hands in 
proportion to what manufactures require) for gold and ſilver, 
was cramping induſtry, and placing England nearly under the 
ſame circumſtances as Spain and Portugal were: poſſeſſors of 
a choice metal, with little or no power to keep it, when Eng- 


land exports corn with too great a latitude, or without bounds, 


by employing her lands to feed the rivals of her trade, ſhe cauſes 
proviſions of every kind to riſe in value above equitable terms; 
this, to the oppreſſion of her induſtrious poor, undoubtedly then 
ſhe acts contrary to her internal peace, and contrary to her own 
intereſt : when ſhe exports her ſurplus corn only, or what con- 
veniently can be ſpared above what is neceſſary to preſerve her 
people from a ſcarcity, and as far only as this, becomes neceſſar 
to ſupport agriculture with an adequate profit, ſhe then acts for 
her advantage; the verge of theſe two extreams in every age 
merit the ſtricteſt enquiry. 
An. Dom. 1594. 
Wheat from J. 2. 17. 8+. per quarter, roſe to L. 3. 8. o. per 
quarter, rye G. 2. 1. 2. per quarter. 
An. Dom. 1595. 
Wheat from L. 2. 14. 11. fell to J. 1. 12. 2. per quarter, 
malt FL. o. 16. o. per quarter; from the great ſcarcity of grain 
an egg ſold for C. o. o 1. butter . o. o. 74. per pound. 


An. Dom. 1 596. 


Wheat FL. 1. 17. 4. per quarter, malt /. 1. o. 7. per quar- 


ter, rye C. 2. 8. o. per quarter, oatmeal L£. 3. 18, 10. per 
quarter. | 5 
An. Dom. 1597. 
Wheat . 2. 14. 6. per quarter, malt J. 1. 16. 3. per quar- 
ter, rye £.1. 5. o. per quarter. 
An. 
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An. Dom. 1598. 


Wheat C. 2. 4. 2. per quarter, malt . 1. 5. 6. per quarter, 
pepper J. o. 8. 3. per pound, raiſins . o. o. 6s. per pound, 
Gaſcoigne wine L. 0. 2. 9. per gallon, ſweet wine . o. 4. Iz. 
per gallon. 

An. Dom. 1599. 
Wheat L. 1. 10. 6. per quarter, malt . o. 18. 3. per quarter. 


An. Dom. 1600. 
| Wheat L. 1. 9. 4. per quarter, malt . o. 15. 8. per quarter, 


An. Dom. 1601. | 
Wheat /. 1. 7. 1. per quarter, malt . o. 19. o. per quarter, 


An. Dom. 1602. 
Wheat YL. 1. 2. 10. per quarter, malt J. o. 13 6. per quarter. 


An. Dom. 16071. 
Wheat . 1. 7. 6, per quarter, malt 1 O. 11. 5. per quarter. 


The war with Spain occaſioned intereſt of money to be at 
L. 10. per cent.; on account of the alarming prices of proviſions, 
the queen ordered an eſſay to be made of bread by the clerk of 
the market of her houſhold; the magiſtracy applied every poſſi- 


ble relief: in 1594, the lord- mayor enjoined the companies of 


the city of London to lay in their proviſion of corn, for prevent- 
ing a ſcarcity, before the coming in of new corn; the Bridge- 
houſe was a common grainary for London: the year following 
great quantities of wheat and rye were imported, to reimplace 


what before had been ſent away: 1596 brought with it great 


rains, which prevented the plenty ſo long wiſhed for; new en- 
deavours to alleviate the calamity were put in practice, free 
ſtowage and cuſtoms were granted to the merchants to import 
grain, and great quantities came from the caſt countries, particu- 
larly from Dantzick : Thomas Skinner, then lord-mayor of Lon- 
don, by his diligence to procvre a plenty of provitions of every 
kind, became a father to the city; but the cauſe continuing, the 
unlimited exportation of corn being permitted, and carried to 
exceſs as long as the queen lived, every well-intentioned attempt 


to reſtore plenty became fruitleſs; monopolies, dearth and fa- 


mine, by turns and ſometimes jointly affailed the kingdom : ei- 
ther of theſe alone, had been ſufficient to put an invincible reſtraint 
on commerce and emulation, Engliſh manufactures were now 
in the loweſt ſtate, a preference every where was given to foreign 
wares, the poor were without employ, and almoſt every count 
furniſhed three or four hundred vagabonds, who lived by theft 
and rapine ; at laſt the queen reſumed many of the monopolies 
ſhe had granted, but the nation felt happier effects, from an act 
paſled in the firſt year of king James I, by which he was im- 
K powered 
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powered at any time by proclamation to prohibit the exportation 
of corn generally, or out of any ſpecial ports by name, for ſuch 
time as ſhall be therein limited. | 

Theſe prices of grain and of proviſions with many of the 
obſervations added, were collected from Penkethman, Fleet- 
wood, Maitland, Hume, Smollet, &c. it was unneceſſary to 
refer to the particular author for every quotation, there being a 
want of certitude as to the identity of the meaſures, and of 
knowledge as to the markets or towns where ſuch prices were 
obtained: but a collection even of this ſort reduced to the pre- 
ſent ſtandard of our coin, muſt give us a general idea of the 
cauſes which frequently increaſed the prices of the neceſſaries of 
life, the methods our anceſtors took to ſecure plenty, and of the 
many errors they were led into, by which they brought on dearths 
and peſtilence : this, however inaccurate, was thought to be a 


neceſſary intelligence; hereafter in the following part of this 


treatiſe we ſhall tread on ſurer ground. 


Mean Price of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year 1524 to the Se- 
cond Year of the Reign of King James I. A. D. 1604. 


Purchaſe of Rent of land| Intereſt of | Wheat per | Malt per [Sea-coals per| Hay per 


land per acre money quarter quarter chaldron load 
. „ 
4.9. 16. o [Conjeftured C. o. 10. 0. L. o. 7. 94 Stra- 


per cent. | J. o 1 O. £. 0. 3+ 7. 


woollen cloths| cheeſe labour 
per yard | per pound | per day 


meat 


tle | fowls per ſtone 


per gallon 


— 


An o. 1. 16. 7A gooſe Co. 1. o Beef and pork 
14 ſheep o. 4. 31 A pullet 0.0.23] C. o. o. 11. C. o. o. 14 Dowlas Co. o. 9] Beſt butter } Hay- makers 
A calf - 0.5.6 A capon o. 1. oi Mutton and * + -*  »"ILockram 0.0 7] C. o. o. 5. L. o. o. 2. 
A lamb o. 1. 44][A hen - 0.0.83] veal C. o. o. 7. | 
Chicken 0,0,3 
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of a E conſequences of the rife of proviſions, when unſup- 
L ported by a proportional export of induſtry, keep even 
pace with the cauſe: if the riſe 1s ſupportable by the induſtrious 


poor, they retrench ſome conveniences, and few or no com- 


plaints are heard : does it reach, in point of purchaſe, to an 
equality with the earnings of their labour ; every accident (and 
theſe are inevitable) excite their murmurs, and betray their 
ſtraitened ſituation : when the money required to obtain the 
neceſſaries of life, exceeds that procured by the utmoſt exertion 
of their ſtrength and talents, they loſe all hope, they deteſt their 
occupations, with reluctance do they follow an employment that 
will not maintain them: they caſt about for ſome other buſineſs 
2 pparently to themſelves more lucrative, though leſs beneficial 
to the ſtate : if here they do not ſucceed, and but ſeldom it is 
the caſe; debts and dangers induce them to quit the land : when 
proviſions of every kind continue dear for a long time, what 
from hence, and the conſequent decay of manufactures, by the 
increaſed price of labour; the kingdom fills with vagrants, idle- 
neſs and deſpair, inſurrections become frequent, order and ſub- 
ordination are but little regarded; the people ſeek the authors 
of their miſery, and but too often unjuſtifiably revenge their 
wrongs; the dread of puniſhment for this, in the hour of re- 
flection too frequently caſts them into habits beyond recovery; 
the conſequence of which is theft, debauch, vices of every kind, 
and dangers from hence fill cities, towns and public roads. 


The 
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The experience of paſt ages proves this, and remarkably the 
times near the years 1362 and 1595: to juſtify the ſtarving of 
the poor, it is no argument to ſay they are idle, licentious, and 
that neceſſity alone can compel them to labour; this reproach 
favours of little elſe than obdurateneſs of heart and of tyranny ; 
the indigent under the pangs of want are ſufficiently miſerable 
without the additional torment of ſuch reflections; their paſſions 
are exactly the ſame with thoſe of their ſuperiors, in different 
ſubjects alike diverſified : would we have them to contain and 
govern theſe paſſions, let us firſt remove thoſe cauſes, which are 
known to make them exceed their bounds ; let us ſhew them the 
example; let care be taken the price of their labour be ſuffi- 
cient to ſuſtain them and their families, by the prices of pro- 
viſions being ſuch as ſhall benefit the whole community: if, af- 
ter this, they offend the laws-of the land, let thoſe laws puniſh 
them ; but let not any ſet of private men promulgate the moſt 
illicit, intereſted and crucleſt means, that of maintaining pro- 
viſions at high prices, as a pretended aid to  piſlative power to 
bring about a reformation which ſelf-intereſt and avarice would 
have us to believe there is an v»common neceſſity for. 

Theſe obſervations, gathered from facts, were neceſſary to be 


made before we entered that ſeries of years, where we have a 


full apd certain knowledge not only of the prices, but of the 


quality and meaſure of wheat and malt: © Theſe (ſays the Au- 


e thor of the Three Tracts on the Corn-Trade) are the prices 
« of the beſt wheat and malt; and the buſhel at Windſor con- 
* tains nine gallons : they are taken from the audit-book of 
% Eaton-College, whoſe baker and brewer attend Windſor-mar- 
« ket, on the market-days next before Lady-day and Michael- 
« mas, and bring the higheſt prices that wheat and malt are 
« fold for in the market on thoſe days to the provoſt and fel- 
« lows; and it cannot be doubted but they are taken with great 
*« care, for according thereto, the rents are ſettled for the cur- 
« rent year, it being left to the tenants option whether he will 
« pay in wheat and malt in kind, or in money, at the ſaid mar- 
« ket-place. They can by no means give a true (tate of the 
« mean, or the middle prices of the faid corn or grain, or what 
« the value would have been of all the wheat fit for bread, 
« and all the malt made from all the barley fit for that pur- 
« poſe; but yet the ſame may be found from them with great 
« exactneſs, by deducting one ninth, for the difference of the 
« buſhel above the ſtatute meaſure, and then one ninth more for 
« the remainder; for it has been found, that the value of all 
« wheat fit for bread if mixed together, would be eight ninths 
« of the value of the beſt wheat, and the ſame proportion may 
« reaſonably be ſuppoſed in barley.” 

In the general growth of wheat, there are ſuppoſed to be 


three ſorts, and in the following proportion ; one fourth of the 


beſt ſort, one fourth of the ſecond ſort, and two fourths of the 
third fort; when the beſt wheat is at J. o. 6. o. per buſhel, 
the ſecond fort is at C. o. 5. 6. per buſhel, and the third and 
N 2 fourth 


. „ 

fourth ſorts at J. o. 5. o. per buſhel; ſo that one . o. 6. o. 
one J. o. 5. 6. and two /. o. 5. o. added together making 
L. 1. 1. 6. divided by 4, the produce is . o. 5. 4;. which 
makes the average price . o. 0. 7. leſs than the beſt, an abate- 
ment thereon of nearly one ninth; when grain is cheaper, the 
difference will be found to be one eighth; from whence it ap- 
pears, with theſe deductions, the prices are kept at the higheſt 
rates ; but according to thee the following tables are made out. 
I have added the duties on malt, at the times they took place; 
and when the bounty was paid for exportation, from the ſame 
author have taken the quantities exported, and calculated the ſum 
of money paid yearly by the government for this purpoſe, and 
in a ſeparate column fet down the quantities imported. This 
method was choſen, as this enquiry was purpoſely made to exa- 
mine how the granting a bounty to export corn when at high 
prices, affected the people of England, either in the prices of 
proviſions or their manufactures. | 

If in the diſpoſition I have made of theſe materials, and in 
the concluſions, I differ widely from the ingenious author of the 
treatiſe abovementioned, it is with regret; there can be no 
doubt but a gentleman who has been at the trouble to collect fo 
many uſeful papers on this ſubject, in giving his opinion thereon, 
has done it from the light theſe matters appeared to him in ; from 
the ſincerity apparent in fome parts of his work, it is clear he 
muſt be pleaſed with a ſimilar integrity. 
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Year 


1601 


1606 


+4 } 


| Price p:fquar- 
3 


ter wheat 
d. 


Price per quar- 
ter malt 


6 


9 


. 


13+ 0 


11. 5 


101 


0. 11. 5 


O. 


O. 15. 1 


1. 8. 7 


14. 3 


2. 


| 


I. 18, 11 LL i» 07 
| 
I. 7. 11 o. 15. 1 


o. 16. 91 & 


Quarters of 


Bounty paid 
grain imported 


Quarters of 
grain exported 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| Reigned 


Elizabeth 


Tames I. 


Peace 


or 
War 


War with 
Spain and 
in Ireland 


War 
Spain and 
Ireland 


War 
Spain and 
reland 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


OBSERVATIONS. 


_"—_ 


Many monopolies, though moſtly of ſuperfluities, yet they hurt the 
people and are complained of in parliament, The queen ſells her 
royal demeſnes to ſupport the war in Ireland, 


Monopolies, as they put an invincible reſtraint on commerce and 
emulation, and that th-reby domeſtic induſtry was extinguiſhed ; the 
queen reſumes many of them. Ihe French began to plant mulberry- 
trees to encourage the growth of ſilk. 


A great plague, which carried off one fifth of the inhabitants of Lon- 
don; proviſious accounted very dear. By proclamation the king ſuſ- 
pends all monopolies. An act paſſed regulating corn not to be ex- 
ported, if wheat be more in price than FL. 1. 6. 8. per quarter, rye 
L. 9. 15. o. peaſe and beans C. o. 15. o. malt and barley J. o. 14. o. 


__—_— 


Monopolies checked, and induſtry encouraged. 'The commons en- 
deavoured to free the land from that badge of ſlavery, the courts of 
wards and liveries ; they offered the king L. 200,000 per annum in 
perpetuity, but did not tuccced. . 


The Engliſh merchants in general cairy on their trade in foreign 
bottoms. | 


| Intereſt of monty L. 8. per cent, Seamens wages in the king's ſer- 
vice C. o. 14. ©. per month, 


ak 


The Severn cauſed a mighty inundation in the counties of Gloceſter 
and Somerſet. An inſurrrection in Northamptonſhire. Paſture land 
ingroſſed on purpoſe to export unwrought wool : tillage neglected. 


Pg 


— * * 


The king on account of the high prices of corn, iſſues out good or- 
wa? an monopoliſts, who bought up and ingroſſed grain of every 
pecies. 


A great froſt from December to April, followed | by a very hot 


ſummer, 


Reman 


Py 


Monopohes of ſeveral kinds revive, particularly licences for ſelling 
wine. The commons again endeavour the abolitic of the courts of 
wards and liveries, but cannot raiſe the money to pay the king. 
Twelve new public grainaries for corn are erected in Bridewell, London. 
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Reigned 


james I. 


—— ä — — <—_— 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


OBSERVATIONS. 


” — 


The gold and filver of the Weſt- Indies, become more plentiful in 
England, as well as in Europe; their intrinſic value being Iels, the 
value of land and proviſions riſe in price. 


The ſea overflows part of the counties of Norfolk and Lincolnſhire: 
now was obſerved, arts and induſtry begin to increaſe. 


i = 


Tae pay bf ſoldiers ſent to Ireland LF. o. o. 8. per day. The king 
to raiſe money without a parliament, grants monopohes. The new- 
river water is brought to London. 


— 


The Dutch, before this, uſed to dreſs the woollen cloths made in 
England, by which they gained (. 700,000 per annum. The king 
forbid the exportation of undreſſed cloth; at firſt, the concerned mur 
mured, but in the end this order was of great public benefit. 


tt. Ms. 6.4 — — — 


Crown lands „. 80,090 
Wardſhips and purveyance - - - 180,000 
Cuſtoms - - - - - - -'- - - - - 190,000 |} 


The king's revenue 


Total - - FL. 450,000 


C— 0 


— 


Commiſſioners were directed to buy, and fill the public magazines 

of corn, when wheat was leſs than C. 1. 12. o. per quarter, rye leſs 
than L. o. 18. © per quarter, and barley leſs than J. o 16, o. per 
quarter; undoubtedly at theſe ſalutary prices the interett both of the | 
farmer and conſumer were in this order attended to. 


Unwrought wool ill exported ; this made it dear, and hurt the 
woollen manufactures, | | 


A hard froſt : agriculture improves in England. Gondemar, the 
Spaniſh ambaſſador, diſtributes much money among the Engliſh 


courtiers. 
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Wheat per { Malt per Quarters of 


8 


Quarters of 


Year quarter quarter grain Bounty paid grain 
1 „ exported | L. 3. d. imported 
1621 | 1. 3- 6 0. 13. 61 1 
Great 
1622 | 2. 5. 7% it. © 2+ quantities 


1623 | 2. o. 3 4 1 


ns | 1. 2%. 4 o. 18. 2 . 


Mean Price of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year 1602, to the firſt 
Year of King CHARLES I. 1625, (i. e) the whole Reign of King 
James I. 


Purchaſe ot Rent ot land| Intereſt of | Wheat 7 Malt per Sea coals per| Hay per 


land - | per acre money quarter quarter | chaldron load 
14 years | C. 8. 10. o. 1. 12. = 17. 12 
| per cent. . 


Price of cat. Price of Butchers Ale and beer Linen and Butter and Wages and | 


meat woollen cloths] cheeſe labour 

tle fowls per ſtone Per gallon | per yard per pound | per day 
Ale | A foot-ſol- 

£0. < dier's pay 
3 | L 0. o. 8. 


It was now 130 years fince the diſcovery of America ; the 


wealth which Spain yearly received from this quarter of the 


world had enervated her ſubjects, induced them to ſloth and in- 
dolence, and in fact rendered them tributaries to every trading 
and induſtrious nation, for the enjoyments, conveniencies and 
neceſſaries of life: thus, theſe immenſe ſums having found 


their due courſe, and no ſudden change being apprehended, 


from an unexpected glut of gold and filver ; under the peace- 
ful reign of king James I. commerce increaſed, and brought 
a great ſhare of the Peruvian mines into England; all the 
influence, the riches of America could produce on the prices of 
corn 


B c 


n * 4 


— * 


Peace | Hy . 0 
Reigned or | OBSERVATIONS. d 
f War ; 1 
The commons petition againſt monopolies and ſucceed. Land at 
James I Peace | 4 and 15 years purchaſe. Intereſt of money C. 10. per cent. 
ames I. | 


—— . —— 1 


The quantity of paſture land in proportion to tillage was now ſo 
great, and the number of ſheep were ſo multiplied, as occaſioned 
Peace | wool to ſell at low prices. 


w » MT —— — 
3 52 


— 


By large impoſitions laid on exports, and by the dearneſs of corn; in- 
duſtry was crampt, and trade made little or no progreſs. Wool . 1. 13.0 
Peace per tod, velvet C. 1. 2. o. per yard; corn not to be exported if wheat 
be more than . 1. 12. o. per quarter, rye C. 1. 0. o. beans, peaſe, 
barley and malt C. o. 16. o. per quarter, and no bounty allowed. 


* 


An Act paſied againſt monopolies ; by this no man is ſuppoſed to 
War withf ſeek his private intereſt to the prejudice of the public. An act was 
Spain and] made altering that of king Edward the VI. againſt foreſtallers and 
Auſtria engroſſers. Intereſt of money /. 8. per cent. 


N 


corn and proviſions had taken place; no civil war had impeded 
agriculture, but tillage was oppreſſed by the reigning taſte of the 
age for paſture land, which almoſt was wholly employed to the 
detriment of the kingdom by the exportation of unwrought wool. 
The circumſtances of this period, ſuch as unſeaſonable weather, 
monopolies, inundations, &c. abate greatly of what might be 
termed proſperous ſeaſons, and a conſtant and uniform plenty, 
but theſe injuries did not reach ſuch extremes as betoken dearths 
and famines; the intereſt of money had fell, commerce had in- 
creaſed, and the value of land roſe in a due proportion. In the | 
laſt year of this æra the parliament paſſed an act againſt mono- 
polies, vindicating the laws of nature, laws antecedent to all 
others, by which no man can be thought innocent, who for 
exceſſive private gain weakens the bands of ſociety: in ſhort, 
this reign was ſufficiently diſtant from that great change which 
had happened in pecuniary matters not to be diſcompoſed there- 
by, for the ſtandard of the coin was in no wiſe interrupted. It 
immediately preceded thoſe dite events of civil diſcord and con- 
fuſion which ravaged the land, which .pulled down kings, ſub- 
verted the laws, and brought on anarchy ſo as to render doubtful 
every title and every leaſe belonging to private eſtates: a kingdom 
thus convulſed for many years together, requires a long time to | 
attain to the peace and improvement this reign had left England 
in; the 25 years, during which king Charles II. held the ſcep- 
ter, were ſcarcely ſufficient to effect this; ſo that when we come 

to examine the conſequences of granting a bounty to export corn 

when at high prices, or when it exceeds the purchaſe of the in- 

duſtrious poor; we have no period with which a juſt compariſon 

can be made, except the reign of king James I. for this purpoſe 

we deſignedly made one entire period of it. 
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Peace ; E | 
Reigned or OBSERVATIONS. 
War | 
— — 1 — 
The commons petition the king againſt monopolies, and ſucceed. 
Land at 14 and 15 years purchaſe. Intereſt of money L. 10 per cent. 
James I. | Peace 
The quantity of paſture-land in proportion to tillage was now ſo 
great, and the number of ſheep were ſo multiplied, as occaſioned 
Peace Wool to ſell at low prices. 
| By large impoſitions laid on exports, and by the dearneſs of corn, 
induſtry was crampt, and trade made little or no progreſs. Wool 
Peace [L. 1+ 13: 0. per tod, velvet C. I. 2. o. per yard; corn not to be ex- 
ported, if wheat be more than C. 1. 12. o. per quarter, rye L. 1. o. o. 
eans, peale, barley and malt H. o. 16. o. per quarter, and no bounty 
beans, peaſe, barley and mal per q d no b 
paid. 
An act paſſed againſt monopolies : by this no man is ſup oſed to ſeek 
War with | his private intereſt to the prejudice of the publick. An act was made 
Spain and|altering that of king Edward VI. againſt foreſtallers and engroſſers. 
Auſtria | Intereſt of money (. 8. per cent. 
N 1 5 2 NY 
A great plague : paſlure land in great requeſt : the ſowing of grain 
War with H neglected: number of ſeamen in the merchants ſervice 10,000 : nine 
Charles I. IS * q tenths of the trade of England, wool and woollen goods. A ſevere 
NY Nui winter. An act paſſed to reſtrain drunkenneſs, 
The price of a turkey- cock C. o. 4. 6. a turkey-hen L. o. 3. 0. a 
War with pheaſant C. o. 6. o. a pheaſant-hen L. o. 50 o. a partridge C. o. 1. o. 
8 ve Thee: dla gooſe LF. o. 2. o. a pullet C. o. 1. 6. twelve pigeons L. o. 6. o. Sea- 
3 mens wages in the king's ſervice C. 1. o. o. per month. 
Twenty thouſand broad-cloths annually ſent to Torky : the peo le 
bop with about chis time are ſaid to be enriched by commerce. An act of — 
A Aria liament paſſed, altering the act of 1563, regulating the purchaſe and 
: or” ſale of corn, | 
France 
| War with] The houſe of commons remonſtrate ta the king the great decay of 
. Y 
Spain, f trade. | 
Auſtria 
and 
France 
9 with] The king to raiſe money grants monopolies. 9 Ib Þ 5 | 
pain, | . 
Auftria 
and 
France 
The king iſſues a roclama$on on the preſent general ſcarcity and 
a the dearth likely to fall out the following year. | ; 
ence | | 
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1 Wheat per Malt per uarters of : uarters of 7 
Year quarter quarter * Bounty paid 3 
| 3 E exported C. . 4d. imported 
q 
1631 | 2. 12. 1014 | 1. 10. 1 
N N 
| | ; 
1632 | 2. 1. 6 i. 4 24 
| ; 
4 q a ; ö e n 27 ö 
| | | 
1693 | 4. 3. 2 „% 3. | 
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| re; . — l * 
1034 | 2. 3. 7 „ | | 
; | 
AMR F 3 N 
| 1635 | 2. z. 5) | 
TOE: | | Th 
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1636 2. 4. 1 1. 2. 3 * ö 
. N 0 
= [- 
11637 | 2. 1. 3 1. 10. 7 | | 
1 | et 2 6 | 
1638 | 2. 4. 7 1. 12. 11 | 
; | | 
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Reigned 


Charles I. | 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


Peace 


War with 
Scotland 


War with 
Scotland 


OBSERVATIONS 


a —_ 


Monopolies are revived, and prove deſtructive to induſtry, 


. 
_— _—— — 


During the peaceable years of this reign, money was in great plen- 
ty; L. 700, ooo a year was coined at the Engliſh mint. 


—— — 1 


The king's foreſts are enlarged, ſome to ſixty miles. 


Sir Anthony Roper was fined J. 4000 for converting arable land in- 
to paſture, contrary to a law made in king Henry VII. time: many 
others were fined, and many compounded at this time for the {zine 
offence, 


A peſtilence. f 


———— Ie — — r 


The ſeverities exerciſed againſt the puritans cauſe numbers of them 
to quit the kingdom, by which many manufactures are carried to 
Holland and America. 


— 1 — 


The linen manufacture introduced into Ireland by Strafford. The 
king's want of money advanced the intereſt of it more than otherwiſe 
it would have been. 


———_— * — * a 


ſuch members as were monopoliſts. About Go ſhips of 4 or 500 tons 
each were now employed in the Mediterranean trade by n e mer- 
chants. Number of ſeamen both for the king's and merchant's ſer- 
vice 42,885, Intereſt of money L. 8 per cent. Mr. Pym complains 
to the houſe of commons that ſalt, ſoap, beer, coals, &c. were im- 
paired in goodneſs and advanced in price by monopolies. 


— ä ,- as — 8 


The parliament aboliſhes monopolies, and 1 from their houſe] 
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W heat per Malt per Quarters of . Quarters ot 
Year quarter quarter grain Bounty paid grain | 
| £5 #6: te „ exported 3 imported 
| | 
1. 17. 4 bo 2. 2 


1645 


Mean Price of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year 1624, to the End 
of the Chaſm, in the Account taken of the Price of Corn by the 


College of Eaton, 1646. 


* 


Sea - coals per] Hay per 


Purchaſe of Rent of land] Intereſt of | Wheat per | Malt per 
land per acre | money quarter quarter chaldron load 
10 Years 2 Cs o. o 
(| 1 4 cent. L. i 19. 23 L. I. 3 ot. 
. , Butchers | Linen ang | Butter and | Wages and 
Price > rg ent⸗ 8 meat Ale 1 woollen cloths cheeſe labour 
| per ſtone Per g per yard | per pound | per day 
[ 3 gooſe Co. 2. o | : 
A pullet o. 1.6 A foot ſoldier 
| A pigeon o. o. 6 4. o 1. o. 
Ppartridge o. 1.0 An horſeman 
Pheaſant o. 5. 6 C. o. 2. 6. 
A turkey 0.3.9 
Th wy 5 4 
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Reigned 


Charles I. 


Civil war 


Civil war 


Civil war 


Civil war 


— 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


During the whole time of the civil war the current coin ſuffered 
much; this contributed to raiſe the price of proviſions. This year 
there was a riot near the parliament-houſe, on account of the decay of 
trade and want of bread, The authority of clerks of markets, who 
had a general inſpection over weights and meaſures and the wholeſome- 
neſs of proviſions, was transferred to tnayors, ſheriffs, and ordinary 
magiſtrates. 


Mens ideas at this time were wholly employed with government af- 
fairs, to the negle& of trade and agriculture; a general fanaticiſm pre- 
vailed, the people in great meaſure forgot the neceſſary concerns of life: 
this general diſpoſition of the nation was followed by the civil war. 
The people carried their plate to be coined into money tothe parliament's 
treaſurers, the Univerſities ſent theirs to the king for that purpoſe. 


An exciſe firſt laid in England on beer, wines and other commodi- 
ties. Church-lands ſold at 10 and 11 years purchaſe. The pay of a 
ſoot-ſoldier in the parliament's ſervice was C. o. 1. 0. per day, a 
horſeman's C. o. 2. 6. per day; with ſuch pay, men ſhunned labour 
and agriculture, and the parliament had not beſtowed it on them, 
but that proviſions were dear, and difficult of acceſs, 


— . —— 


So unable were the people to pay their taxes, that the parliament, 
to carry on the civil war, commanded every family to retrench one 
meal per week, and to pay the value to the ſtate. 


1 
* 


The country committees had power to fine, ſequeſter, and puniſh ; 
they exerted it, backed by an armed authority, wherever reſentment, 
intereſt, or private pique directed: likely by them the college-eſtates 
were ſequeſtered, for above one half of the revenues of the eſtabliſhed 
clergy, met this fate ; ſuch may be the reaſon the college of Eaton 


doth not furniſh the prices of wheat and malt for theſe four years, 


ms 


Why corn and proviſions were dear during the whole reign of 


king Charles I. is obvious; his father's court as well as his own 


were profuſe and expenſive ; this, and the great plenty of money, 
roſe the prices of what may be called ſuperior proviſions, and con- 


ſequently affected the whole. 


Paſture land was in ſuch requeſt, 


to furniſh foreign nations with unwrought wool, that tillage was 
ſhamefully neglected: how difficult it was to reſtrain this practice, 
and to what exceſs it had reached, the many fines levied on this 
account, and particularly that on Sir Anthony Roper, will prove. 
It would be a repetition (and the nature and form of this trea- 
tiſe obliges us to more than can be agreeable) to relate the effects 
of the civil war; they are in general facts peculiar to their cauſe ; 
and therefore ſuch times cannot be brought in compariſon with 
any, but ſuch as are equally unhappy ; comparing times of peace, 
with times of civil wars, is comparing cultivated lands, to fields 
ravaged with the crueleſt enmity, , | 
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IX. 


Wheat per Malt per uarters of .1 | Quarters of | 
Year quarter — 1 grain Bounty paid r 
| To & „ exported C. . &. imported 
j | 
1641 | 1. 17. 4 1. 3. 61 
| 4 
1642 | 
F — 
| . 
1643 | 
5 — * * — 
1644 | 
| | 
| | 
1645 | | 
| | 
| 
— — * — — — * 
$646 } 1.17; li. 8. 6 | 
| | 
1 as 1 — DENT 
16473 | * 17. 4: | 1. 8. gf 
| | 
| | 
| 5 : F 
ba | | 
| 
| 1648 | 3» 6. ol 1. 11. o ö 
| . | 
2 | 
PEE i . 
FJ E 
1649 3. 2. OF [| 1. 12. 6 | 
3 | | 
1 * mk 3 ny 3 1 
1650 | 2. 19. 7 I. 9. 114 | 
| 
1 — — os — — 3 5 
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Reigned 


Charles I. 


4 


Common- 
wealth 


Civil war 


Civil war 


Civil war 


Civil war 


Civil war 


Civil war 


Civil war 
and war 
in Ireland 


—  ——— 


War with 
Scotland 


— 


OBSERVATIONS 


3 : 

During the whole time of the civil war, the current coin ſuffered 
much, this contributed to raiſe the price of proviſions. This year 
there was a riot near the parliament-houſe, on account of the decay of 
trade and the want of bread, The authority of clerks of markets 
who had a general inſpection over weights and meaſures, and the 
wholeſomeneſs of proviſions, was transferred to mayors, ſheriffs and 
ordinary magiſtrates. 


— —_ — 4 
— 


Mens ideas at this time were wholly employed in government af- 
fairs, to the neglect of trade aud agriculture; a general fanaticiſm pre- 
vailed, the people in great meaſure forgot the neceſſary concerns of life: 
this general diſpoſition of the nation was followed by the civil war. 
The people carried their plate to be coined into money to the parliament's 
treaſurers, the Univerſities ſent theirs to the king for like purpoſe. 


at 


An exciſe firſt laid in England on beer, wines and other commodi- 
ties; church-lands ſold at io and 11 year's purchaſe. The pay of a 
foot-ſoldier in the parliament's ſervice was C. o. 1. o. per day; a 
horſeman's C. o. 2. 6. per day: with ſuch pay, men ſhunned labour 
and agriculture; and the parliament had not beſtowed it on them but 
that proviſions were dear, and difficult of acceſs. 
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— 


— — — 


to carry on the civil war, commanded every family to retrench one 
meal per week, and to pay the value to the ſtate, 


The county committees had power to fine, ſequeſter, and puniſh; 
they exerted it, backed by an armed authority, wherever reſentment, 
intereſt, or private pique directed: likely by them the college eſtates 
were ſequeſtered, for above one half of the revenues of the eſtabliſhed 
clergy, met this fate; ſuch may be the treaſon the college of Eaton 
doth not furniſh the prices of wheat and malt for theſe four years, 

It is recorded, during this part of the civil war, the parliament raiſed 
L. 40,000,000, this and the confiſcation of the cavaliers eſtates (as the 
exchequer was aboliſhed,) were never regularly accounted for. The 
parliament allows the city of London for money borrowed to pay the 
Scotch army L.8. per cent. and in a ſurprizing ſhort time 200, ooo 
was raifed in real ſpecie. 
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— —— 


Near one half of the goods and chattels, and at leaſt one half of. the 
lands of England were ſequeſtered by parliament; under theſe circum- 
ſtances, the land could not be cultivated, nor could the rents be paid, 
much leſs could leaſes be granted or taken, one of the means to ſup- 
port agriculture. 


— CC 


The ſecond civil war, inſurrections in the North, Yorkſhire, Wales, 
Kent, Eſſex, &c. All foreign and inland commerce was ſtopt. Beſt 
ale C. o. o. 1. per quart, worſt ale two quarts for Z. o. o. 1. but this 
mcaſure was only nominal, containing ſcarcely one pint, ſo much had 
the victuallers falſiſted the ſtandard quatt ; an abuſe which was not 
rectiſied until the reign of king William III. 

About this time ſprung up the levelling doctrine, and it became a 
common maxim with fanatics and independants, the maſters of the 
kingdom ; that it was unworthy a chriſtian man to pay rent to his fel. 
low creature : no doubt, as many tenants had tender conſciences, land- 
lords choſe rather to ler their eſtates remain uncultivated, than entruſt 


them with men of ſuch righteous principles. 
— —— — — —__ 


Intereſt of money C. 6. o. o. per cent. 


So unable were the people to pay their taxes, that the parliament, 
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Wheat per Malt per Quarters of | Bount | 
y paid | Quarters of 
Year i _ 25 . In * grain exported . d. grain imported. 
1651 | 2. 17. © 1. 2. 61 ; 
1652 N T6. Bo 91 
1653 „ . 1. 91 
1654 — O. 16. 1 
| 
i6cs |} I». $- 38 | I. 7 
1656 I, 13. 51 O. 18. 8 
1658 2. 10. 
1659 2. . 
| 
1660 | 2. 3. 11 
Mean 
price of 
theſe | 1. 18. 57 5; 
ten 
years | 
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| Peace 
Reigned or OBSERVATIONS. 
War ' 
The common-wealth's fix-pences were the firſt milled money in Eng- 
8 land. Intereſt of money J. C. per cent. 
wealth Civil war 
The common people unuſed to induſtry and labour, it became ne- 
War with ceſlary to find them employment; the war did this, but if poſſible, it 
Hollan g hurt trade and agiiculture more than before. 
Private perſons have liberty to coin their own pennies. 
War with 
Holland 
| Peace 
An inſurrection of the royaliſts, but attended with little or no con- 
War with | ſequence. 
Spain 
1 Cromwell inſtitutes ten major- generals, and divides the 1 in- 
| War with to as many diſtricts; theſe generals oppreſs the people; ſequeſter, 
Soaih and render the titles of eltates more uncertain than before the country 
P committees had done. 
War with 
Spain 
Cromwell coined the firſt Engliſh milled crown-piece, A violent 
ſtorm September 3. 
War with 
Spain 
Moſt tempeſtuous weather prevailed, for a conſiderable time in July, 
ſo that either through fear or ſuperſtition, at an incident ſo unuſual in 
p the ſummer ſeaſon, it prevented an intended inſurrection of the royaliſts. 
ace [During the whole time of the common-wealth the courts of wards and 
liveries were aboliſhed; a 2 anarchy takes place in the kingdom, 
only 6 ſhips now employed in the Mediterranean. See A. D. 1640. 
Intereſt of Money . 6. per cent. An act paſſed allowing the ex- 
2328 of wheat, until it was in price L. 2. o. o. rye 7. I. 4. o. 
0+ A Peace | Paley and malt C. o. 16. o. per quarter, but without a bounty. 
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"Mean Price of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year:1645, to the Re- 
ſtoration of King CHARLES II. A. D. 1660. 


Purchaſe of Rent ot land] Intereſt of | Wheat per | Malt per Sea coals per] Hay per | 
land per acre money quarter quarter chaldron load | 
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A ge . .c | - Butchers {| Linen and | Butter and Wa es and 
Price of cat Price of meat 12 and beer| len 8 * uſes 


tle fowls per ſtone ; per gallon per yard per pound per day 1 


„ 


14. 0. o. 4 AJ 
a Ale | 
4. o. o. :2 a | 
Small- beer | 7 


By comparing the number of ſeamen maintained in 1588 to 
thoſe inliſted for 1640, the increaſe of foreign commerce will 
be palpable: in that period England employed fixty.ſtout ſhips 
in the Streights trade only, which the miſery of the civil war 
in 1659 had reduced to fix. The coin was in a very bad ſtate, 
the public finances worſe, the lands deſpoiled, there was a gene- 
ral confuſion of property, and the minds of the people were 
eſtranged from application and induſtry ; ſuch was the ſtate of 
the kingdom, when the government of it was reſumed by king 
Tharles II. 5 
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Wheat per 


Malt per 


Quarters of 


Bounty paid 


| Quarters of 


Year quarter quarter grain grain 
E &e „ : exported fo „ #t imported 

1661 | 2. 14. 5 f $3 

1662 | 2. 17. 6 1. 12. 6 

1663 | 2. 4. 4 1 
| 1664 | 1. 11. 6 + 4 

1666 1. 18. 44 | to 2. OS 

1666 1 © . 0 i. @. 2&Þ 

1667 | 1. 8. © ©. 17. 7 

6 | 

$608 | 1. 08. 1 o. 18. 8 

1669 | 1. 14. 6 | 1. 1. 3 
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Peace | 
Reigned 8 OBSERVATIONS. 
. War | | 
; The courts of wards and liveries were now aboliſhed ; in lieu thereof 
4 was granted to the king an exciſe on ſtrong and ſmall beers, &c. As the 
7 or country gentlemen brewed for their own private uſe, they eſcaped the 
7 Charles Peace duty; fo this burden fell chiefly on the trading towns and the induſ- 
. II. trious poor: thus the purchaſe of the entire freedom of the land- 
5 owner was entailed on commerce. This tax produced at firſt, only 


| 


L. 134,000 per annum. See A. D. 1604 and 1617. 


. £74 
pe ts. 


The current coin of England had for years paſt been ſo clipped as 
to loſe half its value; one reaſon why proviſions ſold at greater 
Peace |rates, 
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Milled money was now generally coined : an act paſſed allowing the 
exportation of wheat until it was in price C. 2. 8. o per quarter, but 
Peace | without a bounty. The amount of the revenue was now . 1, I oo, ooo, 


b 


Ci a He oe. Afi * — 4A 4 


| From the late civil wars, the price of land was low, becauſe the 
71 5 W ich titles thereof were ſo very uncertain, that even renting them was ſcarce- q 
; Hollan d % ſafe, and the lands themſelves in a bad condition. Trade begins to 
0 oUand [be a matter of general concern in Europe. | 
5 5 | 

; 1 — — "_ we 
5 | War with] A great plague, of which died in London in one week 5165 per- 


Holland, | ſons. The. companies of the city of London are ordered to lay in 
WA | France | their proviſion of coals, between Lady-day and Michaelmas, for the 
5 and Den · benefit of the poor. The wheaten peck loaf now ſold for C. o. 2. 54. 
mark the white peck loaf for C. o. 3. 74. | 
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| The importation of Iriſh cattle prohibited; by this Ireland at firſt 1 
1 War with | was diſtreſſed; to remedy which, they applied themſelves to their 

A Holland, linen matbufacture, and the poor of England loſt a great part of their 
1 France — : the Iriſh trade had been very valuable to England, who | 
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| 
85 * and Den- received rude materials and proviſions, which they. repaid with manu- 

© | mark factures and induſiry ; the king reluctantly aſſented to this act. In this 1 
7 | | year the greateſt part of the city of London was conſumed by fire. ns 
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War with] France enriches herſelf, and grows populous by encouraging arts, 

: Holland, manufactures and commerce; this enabled their king to raiſe, and the 

Ws | France | people to pay, multiplied taxes. The wear of French ſilks, and the 

2 | and Den- | induſtry of the Iriſh, extirpate the linen manufacture of England, where 
| mark | before, there was ſcarcely a village but employed 3 or 4 looms. 
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Mr. Brewer and 50 walloons arrive in England from Flanders, chey 
inſtruct the Engliſh to make and dye fine woollen cloths, cheaper by 
Peace 40 per cent. than they could before. : 


—— — — - —  — 

F The lord-mayor and court of aldermen of the city of London order 

| | | an effay to be made of bread, of the beſt ſort of wheaten meal uſually 

brought to Queenhithe-market. The French king lays a duty of £ 25 

= er cent. upon all Engliſh woollen manufactured goods landed in 
4 | France. | 


th. 


7 | The laſt remains of the king's demeſnes were the fee-farm rents, the 
[2 | commons impower his majeſty to ſell them; they yielded (. 100,000. 

3 Peace | An act allowing the exportation of wheat when more in price than 
| | L. 2. 8, o. per quarter, but a duty to be paid for this liberty. 
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' Wheat per Malt per Quarters of =P YE Quarters of 
| Year | quarter | quarter | grain : Bounty paid | grain | 
4. „ & | 4. . exported . . 4. imported 
ö 
| | | 
| 1671 t. 12. 6 10. 19. 97 
| 
| 
NOR N — — — 
| : 
kd F 
1672 | 1. 11. 10 0. 17. 1 
pH 
3 — hk 
| 
| 1673 | 1. 16, 5 | Oo. 18. 6 | 
1 | | 
| © 1 1 
| | 
1674 | 2. 13. 41 | i. 6. 527 
| j 
1 3 a 
| - 
| 1675 2. 10. 31 2 6. 51 | a , 
| | 
| | 
1— + — — 
| | 
| | | 
1676 | 1. 9. 63 | 1. o. 22 : 
p q 
— ö 1 — * — „ ſũ 
8 
1677 | 1. 12. 8 1. 1. of | | 
j | | 
DOES & * | _ 
| | | 
1678 12. 5. 101 | 8 | 
| | 
| 1 5 1 
| 1 1 , ; 
| | | 
1679 2, 6. 8 I, O. 9 | 
1 | | = 
— — 
1680 [. 15. © o. 17. 7 
HY 
— — | A > HAR * ö 
Mean 
price of | | 4 
theſe os 19. 5 1 1. 1. 1 15 
ten 
| years 8 : | ö 
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Reigned 


Charles 
IL 5 


Peace 


War with 
Holland 


War with 
Holland 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Biſhop Burnet ſays, C 8. per cent. the intereſt the king paid the 
bankers for the loan of money, was an extorſive intereſt. 
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—_— 


Intereſt of money 6, 8, and (. 10. per cent. The exchequer ſhut ; 
C. 1,202,000 was there detained from the bankers, for which after- 


2 


wards was paid L. 6. per cent. Public and private credit was ſtagnated, } 


commerce in a manner ceaſed, and proviſions grew dear: a remarka- 
ble drought in Europe : violent ſtorms of hail deſtroyed the corn in 
Oxfordſhire and Sommerſctſhire ; the king coins copper halfpence and 
farthings. 


Lt 


— „ 


a great dearth. Intereſt of money /. 8. per cent. 


td 
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Peace | 
Upon enquiry, the houſe of commons, find the French imported in- 
to England yearly, commodities to the value of (. 1, ooo, ooo more 
Peace |than they exported. 
The French privateers ſeize the * merchant-ſhips in the chan- 
nel; on complaint thereof, no redreſs could be obtained from the 
Peace French court. 
While the powers in — were en 1 in war, the neutrality 
obſerved by England greatly . er commerce. The king 
Peace borrowed F. 200,000 at C. 7. per cent. 
| The French at this time were very high in their manufaRtures and 
trade. The importation of French commodities is prohibited by par- 
Peace liament for three years. 
— — ct nnennny RE ras m_ _ \ — — — — 
Peace 
— ——u. — — — — — — — — — 
Peace | 
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Malt per 
quarter 
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grain exported 


Bounty paid 
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| Reigned or OBSERVATIONS 
War | 
— — — m—_— — 
N 
_ | Peace 
Peace 
| A ſevere froſt which laſted from November to the February follow-| 
ing: the packets could not fail from England, France or Holland, 
Peace 
— l 4 
The king at his death had by him go, ooo guineas. 
Peace | 
Monmouth's rebellion in England, and Argyle's in Scotland, are 
both ſuppreſſed : the cruelties practiſed by Jefferies and Kirk, cauſe 
James II.] Peace | many people to forſake the country. The king's revenue (. 2, 5 50,000 
per annum for life. The parliament of Scotland grants the king 
£-260,000 per annum for lite. 
The current caſh of the kingdom computed to be 14,000,0c0 ; at 
| this time there were no bank-notes, and very little factitious or paper 
Peace | money. : 
| By the perſecution in France, England acquires many French pro- 
teſtant ſubjects, and with them new manufactures; 13,500 ſettle in 
Peace the city and ſuburbs of London, and many more in other parts of the 
country. The clipping the current coin of the kingdom was a prac- 
| tice of many years ſtanding. 
The prince of Orange lands in the weſt of England with an army 
| j of 14,000 men. Number of taxable houſes in England and Wales 
Peace 838.694. From the reſtoration to the revolution the ſhipping of Eng- 


William 
and Mary 


War with 
France 
and in 
Ireland 


War with 
France 
and in 
Ireland 


land doubled. 


National debt C. 1,540,925. An act paſſed granting the followin 
bounties to export corn, J. o. 5. o. per quarter, when wheat 1s leis 
than L. 2. 8. o. per quarter, C. o. 2. 6. for malt and barley when leſs 
than C. 1. 4. o. per quarter, and LF. o. 3. 6. for rye when leſs than 
C. 1. 12. o. per quarter: ſtrong beer C. o. o. 8. per gallon, The 
current coin greatly clipped and debaſed. 


Land from 20 to 25 years purchaſe. Intereſt of Money C. 6. per 
cent. but the public funds much under par. An act paſſed impower- 
ing victuallers to ſell their beers and ales at higher and reaſonable 
prices. 


—— — 
p = 


— 3 . « 3 


—— 
= 


5 4 
- 


K' 


— MPS iv Cu 


* 


1 
' 
197 
I 
[9 
: 
1F 
1 
i 
} 


_ a 


4 
\ 


02S  } 


Mean Price of che Neceſſaries of Life from the Year 1660, to the Har- 
veſt next after a Bounty was granted to export Corn. A. D. 1690. 


An impaired eſtate requires the hand of a prudent œconomiſt 
to ſearch where the moſt preſſing evils lie; to remedy theſe, and 
then to introduce every frugal managment, ſo that no part there- 
of be left uſeleſs or unprofitable : ſuch principles put in prac- 
tice, with humanity and good nature, will ſtrengthen the whole, 


and the fabrick.in time, will become ſufficiently ſtrong, not on- 


ly to admit of uſeful conveniences and improvements, but at laſt 
to afford all the embelliſhments art beſtows, where wealth and 
true power dwell : whether this was the conduct king Charles II. 
obſerved after his return, or whether his courtiers, more intent 
on private intereſt than the public good, would admit of ſuch 
regulations, is not to our preſent purpoſe ſcrupulouſly to inquire. 
It is generally allowed, after a long civil war the public ditorder 
is ſuch, that many years are required with prudent management 
to reſtore the harmony neceſſary to every part of a ſtate : ſome 
hiſtorians obſerve the time required to accompliſh this is fifty 
years; nothing like this appears, if we peruſe the prices of grain 
and of proviſions during this reign : the three firit years un- 
doubtedly is a term of ſcarcity ; but conſidering the ſpirit of the 
age, and the ſtate of the coin, much leſs could not be expected: 
the peſtilence, the conflagration of the metropolis, the unneceſſary 
wars with Holland, the ſhutting up of the exchequer, the pro- 
hibition of Iriſh proviſions, the negle& of the intereſts of Eng- 


land, and a partiality for the wares of France; theſe circum- 


ſtances, had they been unattended by the remaining influence of 
a Civil war, appear almoſt ſufficient to account for much greater 
prices in the neceſſaries of life, than at this time took place; 


as ſuch was not the caſe, no greater proof can poſſibly be given 


of the fertility of the land, which experience has ſhewn to be 
capable to counterbalance and overact theſe many complicated 

difaters. 
Such a bleſſing inherent to theſe kingdoms, ought to be 
cheriſhed.and. improved as far .as -it will admit, for the general 
> benefit 


Purchaſe of Rent of land| Ilntereſt of | Wheat per | Malt per |Sea-coals peil Hay per 
land per acre money quarter quarter chaldron load 
22 Years * © 7. © © | N X | 
per cent. Ll 16. 32 Ll. I. O. 4. i. 4+ O. fel. I2. O. 
pies e Price of Eutchers Ale and beer]! Linen and Butter and Wages and 
tle fowls meat er gallon woollen cloths cheeſe labour 
per ſtone per E per yard per pound per day 
Horſe C. 5. 10. oA gooſe C. o. 3. [Beef and por lb Strong C 0.0.8] Woollen co- Butter ladbour 
An ox - 3. 6. oA turkey 0.4.0] C. Oo. 1. 2. [Small - 0.0.2:] lours fine C. o. 0.45 | L. o o. 10. 
A cow - 2. 15. 00A cock - O. 1. 1 Veal and mut-|. From the L. o. 18 o. Cheeſe A foot ſoldier 
A ſheep © 11. 0 A hen - 0.1.3] ton C. o. 1.4. bre wer. o. 16.0 Scarlet ditto | L. o. o. 2. C. o. o. 5 
A hog - o. 14. 00 A pigeon 0.0.2] in London per barrel . 1. 2. o. A horſeman 
at London in London „ Le = - 


( 64 
benefit of the people on whom providence has beſtowed ſo great 
a gift; but this neither was, nor could be the caſe for many years 
after this king had taken poſſeſſion of the throne, occaſioned by 


the circumſtances which happened before and thoſe during his 
reign. Therefore no long ſeries of years unaccompanied by any 


remarkable inconveniences, and in which the full exertion of 


power, induſtry and encouragement have been applied to force 
the land to its utmoſt yield, can with any propriety be compared 
to theſe times, and be brought in argument to prove the juſtneſs 
of a meaſure, aſſerted, not proved, to be the means of a greater 


plenty. If we examine the reign of king James II. the average 


price of wheat during this, was no more than . 1. 9. 65 per 
quarter; which if it ſhews any thing, it can be only this, that 
patience alone would have brought on a plenty and a cheapneſs 
of grain without any expence to the government; but we have 


reached the time when an extraordinary bounty given to export 
corn, even when at high prices, was thought to be not only of 


abſolute neceſſity, but a public good. 


SECTION 


— F * 2 — 
* — 89618 — 
— —— . l of 


— 


— 30 8 2 x 
— — 4 8 


— 
. 
r 


q 8 r — 
- 24 — > — . - 


= 
— 


3 
E 


— * 
———— —— H—-—-̃ 
— . — K — —— 
- - — — — 
- 


_ - 


. 


= 
— 


— "Ia. 


— — 


—— 


bo - . * 


* 2 "= 
. th » GS + - — * 8 
—— — 


— 
— 


— * > to 
eg 


— os os. ©. 
— — 
— 


Þ hn 
r 
ä eB — 


8 - 4 — — 
— — W np - = r „ 2 , , — on > oy - 2 0 
af. I Py fot co "rn en pb” 3. 1 * 23 — 9 a> -ww "Sed 
1 3 + £2 - „ i 4 — — _ a 
I 2 — 7 . 'Z — 
. > wo ter — = - _— —— — e = 
_—_— 27 1 * A _—— - U 4 q 0 * — 
— — — 4 — — — e T_ — — . — 
het — CY — d = 7” — > - X 8 — e . 
— - as * * 
— + => Ja = des. « 
#*K=. 1 A 4 
. 


1 8 ——— — — 
— 


— — — — — 


— 


. - 3 


— 2 .—  *- * 


. 
JP 
| In 
[| ( 64 ) | 
S + ö 
118 SECTION KI. 
4 * * 1 pry * . . l a . 
i | Wheat per Malt per [Quarters of grain „ „„ | Quarters of grain | 
11 Year quarter quarter exporte Bounty paid imported, 
1 ; 8 ; 4. 4. d. fo 4. d. grs. buſh. $. d. 1. 4. d. grs. buſh. 
j 
| ' 6 1 6 L 6 3 | 
1 | 1 9¹ I, © $33 O. 13. 
| | | . 3 VIDE ET BR 
f Ss as ade 
| | 
Jo p | 
| 1692 | . 16. ©. 18. 112 | 
| 
| | 
'F ; * — — — — — — — — — —U—ũ—— 
q 
1 8 | 
11 | | | 1 
| | "i | th: 
| | | | 
j | ENERGY —̊ | — —-— — — 
N ; | 1 
IF | 5 
Lid | 1694 | 2. 9. 9 l. 4. 102 | | | 5 
| l | 1 70 
1 5 
; p 8 | — 4 —_ 
1 | 
, 8 | 
| | | | | 
| | 169g | 2. 1. 2 | 1. 4. 103 1 
I | 
if | 1 4 
| . | | 
| | 
li 1696 | 2. 15. 24 | 1. 1. 95 
q 1 
1 | 
I” | | 
* — — » — — — — 
11 5 32855, 0 B. at 2. 60 4106. 17. 6 [B. — 211. 4 
14 | 51811. 0 M.at 2. 6 6476, 9. o] Om, — 1. 4 
{ f: RE nm 
* 5 K 5 i. $3. 2599. 4 N. at 3. 54 7. 9 
4 | 97 1 | 9 14698. 6 W. at 5. o 2674. 13. 9 
i ; 102257. 2 £+14712. 8. OS | 
19 | | E 32855,0B. at 2.6 4706. 17. 6 [B. — 211. 4 
WT - Mean 51811. o M,at 2.64 6476. 3. o Om, — 1.4 
1 | —_ 18: 6 454 7 W 
4 4 y g 2 . : . . . | . . 9 
17 theſe 2. 4+ o. 25 1. 1. 317 14698. 6 W. at 5. o 3674. 13. 9 613. o 
; ſeven re 
; | years | 102257. 2 4 147 12. 8. oz 
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N. B. In the columns of quantities of grain exported, and of quantities of grain imported, 
B. ſtands for Barley, M. for Malt, O. for Oats, Om, for Oat meal, R. for Rye, and W. for 
Wheat; at the bottom is the amount of the ſeveral ſpecies of grain exported, of the whole 
bounty paid, and the amount of the ſeveral ſpecies of grain imported. 
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Reigned 


William 
and Mary. 
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William 
III. 


Peace 
or 
War. 


War with 
France. 
Ireland 
ſubdued. 


War with 
France. 


War with 
France. 


War with 
France. 


War with 
France. 


War with 
France. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


6 


The cuſtom of eſtabliſning funds of credit, for raiſing the ſupplies 
of government, at this time took place: it produced uſurers, brokers, 
jobbers, &c. diſtinguiſhed by the name of the monied intereſt, | 


ted 


. — 


Great rains in autumn; an earthquake was felt in England, and in 
moſt parts of Europe; in America, the iſland of Jamaica ſuffered pro- 
digiouſly, Land- tax four ſhillings per pound. Intereſt of money 


L. 7. per cent. 


. — 1— 


A very wet ſummer; this unſeaſonable weather extended to France, 
where numbers periſhed for want, notwithſtanding they imported 
much corn from Sweden and Denmark. In Kent turnips made a con- 
ſiderable ſhare of the bread for the people. 


a 


— 1 
2 


— 


A very wet ſummer; an additional duty being laid on beer and ale, 
they roſe in price. It was proved before the committee of the houſe 
of commons, that five pounds current ſilver ſpecie was ſcarce worth 
forty ſhillings ſterling, beſides an infinite deal of iron, braſs and cop- 
per, waſhed over or plated, which paſſed for money. 


1 ,— 


— 


Many Scotch are driven into Ireland by the exceſſive price of 
corn, The ſilver coin was now ſo much debaſed and clipped, that one 
guinea is eſtimated equal to thirty ſhillings. The nation in general is 
alarmed at the circulation of artificial wealth ; ſuch as bank-notes, ex- 
chequer-tallies and government-ſecurity. Intereſt of money /. 8. per 
cent, bank-notes at C. 20. per cent. diſcompt. 


_._ 


A very wet ſammer. A great want of money in ſpecie, but this 
was ſoon remedied by the new coin coming out. No authentic ac- 
count of corn exported was taken before the following year, 


6 * WY 6 » a= A # © 4 


An exciſe of ſix-pence per buſhel laid on malt: the audit books of 
Eaton-college take no notice of this duty in the price of malt. Theſe 
accounts being intended to exhibit the true ſtate of the corn-trade in 
England, L.o. z. 9: per quarter, on account of this duty, is included 
in the price of malt in the following tables. 


— — ———— —— — — — — — — — — 

Mean quantity of corn ex- Mean of the whole bounty | Mean of the ſums paid for 

ported in this period of ſe- | paid in this period of ſeven | ſuch years in this period, 

ven years, gtrs. bis. years, when the bounty acted 
Barley \ 323855 - © : | without cantroul, 

Malt - - - 51811- | £.14712. 8. og, | 

Oatmeal - - 2953 | | 


T. 14712. 8. og. 
Rye - - » 25964 | 


Wheat - - - - 14693 - 6 
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Mean Price of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year 1690, to the firſt 
Exciſe being laid on Malt, A. D. 1697, incluſive. 


Purchaſe of Kent of land] Intereſt of | Wheat at Malt per Sea coals per] Hay | 
land. per acre. | money, | quarter, quarter, chaldron. load, 


15 8 | 


L.7. 10. 0|{-2. 4. OL CC. 1. 1. 31 
per cent. 


1 


Price of cat-} Price of | Butchers Ale and beer Linen and Butter and | Wages and 


meat woollen cloths] cheeſe labour 
tle. fowls. per ſtone, per gaton. per yard. per pound. | per day. 
Strong | 
| Why L. o. o. 10 | 
Small 
| I. o. o. 3 


King James II. his ſuperſtition and bigotry impeded both his 


own and the deſigns of the enemies to civil and religious liber- 


ties: when the prince of Orange declared in favour of theſe, he 


had the ties of nature, the ties of intereſt, and the prejudices 
of a numerous people to wreſtle with; the many conſpiracies 


formed againſt his perſon and meaſures, the reviling his memory 
immediately upon his death, the principles of moſt of the land- 
owners of that time, as delivered in hiſtory, put theſe facts be- 
yond doubt: for the welfare of the great cauſe he had under- 
taken (when he became king of England) it was neceſſary to en- 


gage the affection of every claſs of his ſubjects: if by intending 


and acting well he could not obtain the hearts of the landed 


gentlemen jointly with parliament from out of the public 'trea- 
ſure, procuring liberalities to be beſtowed for what appeared to 
be their preſent private intereſts, were the only means left to 
engage them to ſecond his deſigns, though in the three firſt years 
of his reign, corn was ſo cheap that no pretence from hence 
could be formed, yet wool unwrought was ſmuggled to the 
enemy, conſequently paſture-land was thought to be in an over- 
proportion to tillage, and miſapplied : to remedy this, it was 
propoſed by granting a bounty for the exportation of corn, to 


find a ſure means to diſpoſe of the ſurplus grain a part of ſuch 


paſture-land ſhould be made to produce, and thereby to aſcer- 
tain to the farmer an advantageous price for his harveſt: as it is 
impoſſible to alter the cuſtoms and ideas of men without the 
proſpe& of gain, or change the nature of any buſineſs without 
expence to thoſe engaged therein, as at this time it could not be 
conceived, that England ſhould ever export ſuch quantities of 


grain, as in theſe latter times we have ſeen, or that an over- 


proportion of arable land ſhould ever take place, and thereby 
| double 


4 


S * k 


and FP _ 


Wh 
double the prices of all other neceſſaries of life; and as it was 


and would be in the power of parliament to remedy any incon- 
veniency conſequential of this act, money being very ſcarce, and 


what there was of it ſo greatly debaſed and ſo much clipped, 


that within five years after in the houſe of commons it was 
proved that five pounds in filver ſpecie was ſcarce worth forty 
ſhillings according to the ſtandard ; on all theſe accounts it was 
thought expedient to give a bounty of five ſhillings per quarter 
to export wheat, when of the then current money it was worth 
L. 2. 8. o. per quarter or under, and for barley, malt and rye 


proportionable bounties, when they reſpectively were propor- 


tionable in price. This certainly in cheap times was giving 
L. 25. per cent, to buy the cuſtom of the whole world, and 


bringing on the Engliſh corn-market ſo numerous a body of 


purchaſers, as muſt conſtantly enhance the price of proviſions 
to the natives of the country. The parliament in framing this 


act, could not otherwiſe but have regard to the circumſtances of 


the time it was made in; they could meaſure the terms and 
limits of their bounty by no other ſcale, than that of the coin 
then current in the kingdom, and this they knew to be leſſened 
in value of three parts out of five; however they were careful 
the difficulty the ill ſtate of the coin laid them under, ſhould 
be known to poſterity, for the act begins, Foraſmuch as it has 
« been found by experience, that the exportation of corn and 
« grain into foreign parts, when the price thereof is at a lo- 
& rate in this kingdom, hath been of great advantage, not only 
« to the owners of land, but to the trade of this kingdom in 
« general, &c.” Now /. 2. 8. o. per quarter for wheat, 
L. I. 12. o. per quarter for rye, and . 1. 4. o. per quarter for 
barley, neither before this time, then, nor ſince, were, or have 
been, eſtimated /ow rates; but theſe prices of corn, fixed ac- 
cording to the then current bale money, reduced to the ſtan- 
dard coin, which was afterwards reſtored, will give the limited 
price for exporting wheat, nearly at J. 1. o. o. per quar- 
ter, for rye V. o. 13. 4. per quarter, and for barley . o. 12. o. 
per quarter; and theſe are ſuch as anſwer the deſcription of the 
act; ſo that all arguments drawn from the literal words, without 
a proper regard had to the circumſtances, muſt be of as little 


value as the current money of the kingdom was when the act 


was made; for it muſt be obſerved, coin can be of value but 
in proportion to its weight and fineneſs, and this we have ſeen 
mankind has always had regard to, in exchanging proviſions or 

any other commodity for it. | 
For eight or nine years after the act paſſed, very little corn 
was exported ; wheat during this, was never under /. 1. o. o. 
per quarter, though five years under . 2. 8. o. per quarter; 
from the year 1692 to 1697, a long ſeries of unſeaſonable wea- 
ther occaſioned this : public grainaries, which the kingdom had 
long been accuſtomed to, appeared to be of little utility when 
grain was dear, and encouragement was given to grow more 
| corn 


1 


corn than the nation could be thought poſſibly to conſume; 
the city of London and its companies no longer provided againſt 
a ſcarcity: thus from the very words of the act, and from the 
accuſtomed precautions being omitted, unleſs the interpretation 
here given to it is allowed, the act cannot appear conſiſtent 
with itſelf, and the general conduct of the nation in conſequence 
thereof muſt have been highly blameable. 

It may be ſaid, in 1663 an act paſſed allowing the exportation 
of wheat until it was J. 2. 8. o. per quarter; but this, not on- 
ly was without any bounty, but the current coin of the king- 
dom then was equally in as bad condition as in the year 16893 
fo that a like bad meaſure of value exiſting at both times, 
when the honourable houſe of commons had the exportation of 
corn under conſideration, the prices they had occaſion to meaſure 
or limit to, muſt be the ſame ; when the circumſtances of the 
time the act was made in came to be forgot, and its intent miſ- 
taken, giving a large bounty to export corn when at high prices, 
Joined to a total negle& of making any proviſion againſt times 
of ſcarcity, gave a fair opportunity to monopoliſts to make their 
own terms. ; 

The Dutch, ever attentive to their intereſts, ſoon found on 
what eaſy conditions their diftilleries might be maintained, by 
ebe what was termed Engliſh malt: the act had not de- 

ned or deſcribed malt, ſo that barley .ſoaked in water, made 
to ſhoot long ſpires and longer roots, after for form ſake it had 


been preſented to the fire, occupied a ſpace many times more 


than originally it did; exported in this ſtate, it claimed the 
bounty as many times repeated under the borrowed appellation 
of malt, not only when barlies exported according to the literal 
ſenſe of the act appeared intitled to a bounty, but when they 
were not, and even when they might reach ſuch prices as not to 
be purchaſeable for Engliſh uſes; the Dutch ſtill rectified their 
defects, and theſe foreigners found an advantage to return to 
Britain her corn manufactured into ſpirits and geneva, even at the 
hazard of being ſeized for ſmuggling. This ſort of malt-making 
encouraged, introduced into England the cuſtom of ſpoiling of 
barley, under pretence of converting it into malt, to the diſre- 
utation of ſome counties bordering the ſea, and as hereafter 
will be ſeen to much worſe purpoſes. To ſhew the generoſity of 
government has in this article been greatly abuſed and impoſed 
upon, it becomes neceſſary to define malt; the difference be- 
tween this and what has falſely aſſumed its name is palpable. 
Barley, ſufficiently impregnated with water, then made into a 
heap, will germinate ; this act with propriety ſhould be ſuffered 
no farther, than when the acroſpire reaches the internal limits of 
the outward ſkin of the grain; gradually it is ſuffered to dry on 
the floors, then placed upon the kiln, until by heat the germinat- 


ing power the barley had, is deſtroyed ; thus manufactured by a 


flow and regular proceſs, and ſcreened from theduſt, as required by 
| 4 act 
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act of parliament, its volume will ſeldom exceed that of the 


barley it was made with, more than one twentieth part: barley, 
not dried until the germinating power is thereby deſtroyed paſt 


recovery, ſtill remains barley under any form ſoever; barley 
ſprouted and dried, ſo as the germinating power is wholly re- 
moved, from whence it is in a more preſervative ſtate, is alone 
intitled to the appellation of malt. 
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SECTION XII. 


5 wa 3 
Wheat per Malt per | Quarters of grain Bounty paid. ** ds 8 
Year quarter. quarter, exported, 
4. 4. Jo d. qrs. buſh. 5. d. 1 5. a. grs. buſh. 
= LE 30989. 6 B. at 2. 6 3873. 14. 47 B. — 1500 
4658 5. 6 M. at 2. 66 5823. 4. 440. — 520. 0 
172. 4 0. R. — 3622. 2 
11698 | 2. 13. 2 „ 1343. 2 R. at 3. 6 235. 1. 44][W. — 1689. © 
6826, 0 W. at 5. 1721. 10. © 
856977. 2 11653. 10. 14 
| 75, 0 B. at 2. 6 9. 7. 6 [O. — 1280. 4 
1511. 3 M. at 2. 6 188. 18. 5 Om, — 0. 5 
301. 6 0. R. — 350. © 
1699 „ 1. 14. 4 405. 0 R. at 3. 6 70. 17. 6 [W. — 486. 3 
557. 2 W. at 5. o 139. 6. 3 
28 50. 3 408. 9. 84 
1— — — — 
25896. 5 B. . 6 3237. 1. 63 O. — 234. 4 
37571. 4 M. at 2. 6 4696. 8, 9 [R. — o. 4 
391. 10. | W. — 4+ 
1700 1. 11. 14 i. 8. +Þ 27231. 0 R. at 3. 6 4765. 8. 6 
400 56. 5 W. at 5. of 12264. 3. 14 
140146. 7 24963. 1. 114 


1701 


1702 


1703 


1704 


1705 


1706 


Mean 


1 
price of 
theſe 
nine 
| years. 


1. 9. 4 


3 1 


FF 


1. 5 61 


21963. 2 B. at 2. 6 
50447. 1 M. at 2. 6 
285. 5 0. 
439017. 0 R. at 3. 6 
9832 3. 7 W. at 5. o 


214926. 7 


16280. 1 B. at 2. 6 

71856, 6 M. at 2. 6 
89. 4 0. 

51710. 2 R. at 3. 6 

90230. 4 W. at 5. o 


230166. 1 


—_— WY 


i 16. 2 


. 


71523. 7 B. at 2. 6 
123291. 2 M. at 2. 6 
159. 20. 
58438. 4 R. at 3. 6 
106615. 4 W. at 5.0 


360028. 3 


„ 


RO an 


[ar 


_—_ 


20729. 4 B. at 2. 6 
102873. 7 M. at 2. 6 
219. 7 0. 
29284. 7 R. at 3. 6 
90313. 5 W. at 5. 


253421. 6. 


21386. 6 B. at 2. 6 
137396. 2 M. at 2. 6 
100, 4 0. 
24059. 4 R. at 3. 6 
96185. 1 W. at 5. 0 


279128. 1 


10221. 3 B. at 2. 6 
141084. 4 M. at 2. 6 
62. 2 0. 


7685. 9. 6 
24580. 19. 4 


41316. 9. 94 


9049, 5. 104 
22557. 12. 


42624. 0. 64 


8940. 9. 84 
15411. 8. 11 
10226. 14. 9 
26653. 17 6 


61232. 10. 04 


3541. 3 
128 59. 4. 
7 
8 


5124. 1 
22578. 


41403. 13. 74 


2673. 6. 10 
17174. 10. 72 


4210. 8. 3 
24046. 5. 74 


3 — 


48104. 11. 4 


1277. 13. 54 
17635. 11. 3 


„„ % 237 1. 0. 101 49892. 2 R. at 2. 6 $731. 2. 104 
g 188332. 3 W. at 5. 0] 47083. 1. 10; 
389592. 6 74727. 9. 54 


8. 3 


1. 12. 


229056. 2 B. at 2. 6 
712618. 3 M. at 2. 6 
1782. 30. 
285981, 5 R. at 3. 6 
72650. 7 W. at 5. 0 


11955939. 4 


ö 


5 ENTER 


til the year following. 


28682. ©, 7! 
89077. 


doc. 5. 84 
18 162 5. 4. 44 


| 349433- 16. 74 
N. B. The firſt bounty granted to export Oats was in 1706, but it did not take place un- | 
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| | | Peace | 
| Reigned or 


William | Peace. 
III. 


Peace. 


| Peace. 
! 
[War with 
Anne. France 
| andSpain. 


War with 
France 


| War with 
k France 
and Spain. 
Public credit flouriſhes both at home and abroad. A very dry 
E War with ſummer. 
| France 
and Spain. 


France 


4 1 — —ꝛ 
—ddẽä—g — — — — — 


andSpain. 


— * ** 


War with they do not exceed LF. o. 15. o. per quarter, and of oat-meal and wheat- 


and Spain. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


„ 


— 


A very wet ſummer. The peace, and dearneſs of corn in England, 
facilitate it to the French to ſeduce our manufacturers; with theſe they 

eſtabliſh a woollen manufacture for cloths and woollen goods in Pi— 

cardy. Great complaints of the dearneſs of proviſions and decay of 

trade. | 


A wet ſummer. Theſe cold and wet ſeaſons laſted more than ſeven | 
years; the diſmal effects of famine was felt in moſt parts of Europe. 
Exportation of corn prohibited for nine months, 


An act paſſed annulling the cuſtoms paid for exporting corn, when 
wheat ſhould be more in price than J. 2. 8. o, per quarter; and ano- 
ther aſcertaining the identity of victuallers meaſures. Plenty of French 
money appeared this year in England. No bounty allowed for about 
ten months. The French in Languedoc now manufactured 3000 
woollen cloths yearly, 
Government Intereſt J. 6. per cent. Sea-coals L.1. 4. o per 
chaldron. 


ä 


The tories revile the late king's memory. The queen recommends 
to parliament the preventing the exportation of unwrought wool. 


A moſt dreadful ſtorm of wind November 25, after a very wet ſum- 
mer. 


An act paſſed allowing a bounty for the exportation of oats, when 


malt. Hiſtorians take notice, that about this time the kingdom was 
bleſſed with plenty; that the people chearfully contributed to the ex- 


were cxported from 1703 to 1708. 


pence of the war. It may be obſerved, no great quantities of corn 


this period of 9 years. 
Barley . 
V 
Oatmeal - - = = 
ooo 
Wheat - - - = 


Mean quantities of corn exported in] Mean of the whole bounty paid in] Mean of the ſum paid in this period 


grs. buſh.\ this period of 9 years. | for ſuch years when the bounty acted 
25450. 6 without controul 7 years, 
79179. L. 38826. 16. 11. 
198. — 
31775. 
80722. 


» 0 © 


£+ 46295. 14. 44. 
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Mean Price of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year 1697, to the Ex- 
tenſion of the Bounty granted to export Corn. A. D. 1706. 


Purchaſe of (Rent of land] Intereſt of | Wheat per Malt per Sea-coals per] Hay per 
land. per acre. money. quarter. quarter. | chaldron. load. 


— — — * 


* o * — 


] 


1 = £-1 13. 8 K. 1. 5. . C. 1. 4. ©. 
| | | | | 


” n 
ä 8 — —_— 


Butchers | Linen and | Butter and | Wages and 
meat 3 : a hike cheeſe +. wk 
per ſtone, Per Salton. per yard. per pound, | per day. 


— 


Price of cat. Price of 
tle. fowls. 


— 


Strong 
L 0.0.10 
Small 3 0.0.3 


] 


With regard to bread-corn ; of theſe nine years, three may be 


aid to be dear, three moderate, and three cheap; impartiality 


requires, that neither of theſe incidents be attributed to the effects 
of exportation: malt in this term remarkably exceeds its pro- 


portion in price compared to wheat, even when the duty is de- 


ducted ; this muſt have proceeded from the quantities of batley 
and malt ſent to Holland. It is to be believed the government 
now thought too great a quantity of land was applied to the 
growing of wheat, as they granted a large bounty for the exporta- 
tion of oats; a meaſure which as yet has been very far from 
anſwering the purpoſe intended : the gratuity given for wheat is 
ſo much and extends to fo great a latitude, and that for barley 
and malt fo undiſtinguiſhingly laid, that until theſe are changed, 
or that they overact themſelves, the farmer will pay but little 
attention to the growing of any other ſpecie of grain. The 
years 1702, 1705, and 1706, could not be gainful times with 
the land-halder; thus, the experiment of the bounty in his 
behalf was here diſappointed, It is as neceſſary that the man 
who tills the land ſhould be equitably rewarded, as it is that 
the trader ſhould have his juſt profits; a bounty granted to ex- 
port corn, varied in proportion to the prices of grain, and 
ſtopped where it becomes difficult for the induſtrious poor to 
reach their bread, would alleviate many diſtreſſes and levy many 
difficulties, | 4 
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Wheat per Malt per Quarters of Bounty paid. Quarters of 
quarter. quarter. grain exported. „ imported 
4. 4 da. 1. 5. 4. 77. buſh, 4. d. x : f grs. 3. 
1: 6. l 0.13, 6 
1. 16. 6 O. 18. 115 
2. 12. 8 9 
Sv 1. 4. 10% 
2. 1. 2 1. 4. 10% 
2. 1. $7 „ 
32858. 0 B. at 2.6] 4106. 17. 6 [B. — 211. 4 
51811. 5 M. at 2. 6 6476. 9. c Om. — 1. 4 
295. 3 O0. W. — goo. of 
1 „ 3 8 2596. 4 R. at 3. 6 454 7. 9 
14698. 6 W. at 5. o] 2674. 13. 9 
102257. 2 14712. 8 04 
| 30989. 6 B. at 2. 6 3873. 14. 4343. — 150 © 
4658 5. 6 M. at 2. 6 5823. 4. 4440. — «520, o 
172. 4 0. = — 35622. f 
6 to. $.$ 1343-2 R. at 3. 6[ 235. T. 43] W. — 1689. 8 
* 32 . 6886. o W. at 5. 172 t. 10. * 
85977. 2 | 11653. 10. 14 
75, 0 B. at 2. 6 9. 7. 60. — 1280. 4 
1511. 3 M. at 2. 6 188. 18. 51 Om. — o. 5 
301. 6 0. R. — 350. © 
"IR Wy Fg - | 405. o R. at 3. 6 70. 17. 6 [W. — 486. 3 
9 92 5 + 4 557. 2 W. at bY O 139. 6 3 a 
2350, 3 408. Co 84 
1 25296, 5 B. at 2. 6 3237. 1. 63 O. — 2234. 4 
37571. 4 M. at 2. 6 4696. 8. 9 [R. — O. 4 
391. 10. W. — 4. 6 
. 11. 14 | 1, 8. 11 | 27231. 0 K. at 3. 6 4765. 8. 6 
, ” N 49056. 5 W. at 5. 0 12262. 3. 14 
140 146. 7 24963. 1. 114 
89816. 3 B. at 2.6] 11227, o. 115[B. — 367. 4 
137480. 2 M. at 2, 6] 17185. 0. 740. — 2033. © 
1160. 6 0. | R. — 3972. 6 
1 1. 4+ 04 70 31575. 6 R. at 3. 6 5525. 15. 11[W. — 2580. 1 
| 71198. 5 W. at 5. of 17799. 13. i:[Om., — 2, 1 
331231. 6 94 8951. 4 
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Reigned 


William 
and Mary. 


Peace 


or 
War. 


War with 


France. 
Ireland 
ſubdued. 


War with 
France. 


War with 
France. 


War with 
France. 


War with 
France. 


Peace. 


Peace. 


| 


OBSERVATIONS. 


The cuſtom of eſtab'iſhing funds of credit, for raiſing the ſupplies 
of government, at this time took place: it produced uſurers, brokers, 
jobbers, &c. diſtinguiſhed by the name of the monied intereſt, 


Great rains in autumn ; an earthquake was felt in England, and in 
moſt parts of Europe; in America, the iſland of Jamaica ſuffered pro- 
digiouſly, Land-tax four ſhillings per pound. Intereſt of money 


L 7. per cent. 


6— 


A very wet ſummer; this unſeaſonable weather extended to France, 
where numbers periſhed for want, notwithſtanding they imported 
much corn from Sweden and Denmark. In Kent turmps made a con- 
ſiderable ſhare of the bread. 


1 8 
ww 


A very wet ſummer ; an additional duty being laid on beer and ale, 


of commons, that five pounds current filver ſpecie was ſcarce worth 
forty ſhillings ſterling, beſides an infinite deal of iron, braſs and cop- 
per, waſhed over or plated, which paſſed for money. 


— 


— ———— 


Many of the Scotch are driven into Ireland by the exceſſive price of corn. The 
ſilver coin was now ſo much debaſed and clipped, that one guinea was equal 
to 30 ſhillings current coin. The nation in general was alarmed at the circu- 
lation of artificial wealth; ſuch as bank-notes, exchequer-tallies, and govern - 
ment ſecurity. Intereſt of money C. S. per Ct. bank-notes £.20. per Ct. diſemp. 


K 


A very wet ſummer. A great want of money in ſpecie, but this 
was ſoon remedied by the new coin coming out. No authentic ac- 
count of corn exported was taken before this year. 


An exciſe of ſix- pence per buſhel laid on malt: the audit books of 
Eaton-college take no notice of this duty in their prices of malt. Theſe 
accounts being intended to exhibit the true ſtate of the corn-trade of 
England, C. O. 3. 9. per quarter, on account of this duty, is included 
in the prices of malt in the following tables. 


* 


A very wet ſummer. The peace, and dearneſs of corn in England, 
facilitate it to the French to ſeduce our manufacturers; with theſe they 
eſtabliſh a woollen manufacture for cloths and woollen goads in Pi- 
cardy. Great complaints are made of the dearneſs of proviſions and 
decay of trade. a 


— 


w — 


A wet ſammer. F heſe cold and wet ſeaſons laſted more than ſeven 


Exportation of corn prohibited for nine months. 


8 —— 
— 


An act paſſed annulling the cuſtoms paid for exporting corn, when 
wheat ſhould be more in price than C. 2. 8. o. per quarter; and ano» 
ther aſcertaining the identity of victuallers meaſures. Plenty of French 
money appeared this year in England, No bounty allowed for about 
ten months. 


Oatmeal = - = 


Mean quantities of corn exported in | Mean of the whole bounty paid in| Man of the ſum paid in theſe four 
theſe four years, 
| Barley - - - 22454 - 1 
Malt - - - - - 34370-—O 
> === 2909 - 1 
bd. ae 4 
Wheat 17799 5 


kd _ * * W 


years when the bounty acted without 
contioul. 


| [. 7109. 13. 43. 


girr, Bl:, | theſe four years. 


L. 12934. 7. 5h» 


they roſe in price. It was proved before the committee of the houſe 


years ; the diſmal effects of famine were felt in moſt parts of Europe. 
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Wheat per | alt Der Quarters of grain | : Quarters of grain] 
{ Year quarter. quarter, exported, Bounty paid. imported. 
4. 4. d. 4. 3. d. 77. buſh. 5. 4 L. 4. d. 7 *. b. 
21963. 2 B. at 2. 6 2744 3. 10. — 20. 4 
50447. 1 M. at 2. 66 6305. 17. 94] W. — 1. 1 
285. 5 0. 
* * * 41917. o R. at * 768 5. 9. 6 
98 32 3. 7 W. at 6. of 24580. 19. 44 
214926. 0 41316. 9. 94 
16280. 1 B. at 2. 6] 204345, o. 3440. — 1.0 
71856. 6 M. at 2. 6 8982. 1. 104 
1762 [t. 2. 114 . 61 89.4 9. 
/ 1 2 1. 5 51710. 2 R. at 3. 6 9049, 5. 104 
902 30. 4 W. at 5. 0] 22557. 12. 
. 230166. 1 42624. o. 64 
71523. 7 B. at 2. 6 $940. 9. 81] Om. — 2. 4 
; 159. 2 O. f 
1703 1. 8. © „„ „ #8 58438. 4 R. at 3. 6] 10226. 14. 9 
| 106615. 4 W. at 5. o 26653. 17 6 
360028. 3 61232. 10. 04 
5 30729. 4 B. at 2. 6 3841. 3. Maw SS 
102873. 7 M. at 2. 66 12859. 4. 84 
| 219. 7 0. 
1704 1. 16. 2 . 6 29284. 7 R. at 3. 6 5124. 17. oz 
90313. 5 W. at 5. of 22578. 8. 13 
253421. 6. 44403. 13. 74 
21386. 6 B. at 2. 6 2673. 6. 10 e 
137396. 2 M. at 2. 6] 17174. 10. 72 
100. 4 0. 
| * 96185. 1 W. at 5. o] 24046. 5. 74 
279128. 1 48104. 11. 4 
fl X — — — — — 
10221. 3 B. at 2. 6 1277. 13. 514][0. — 98. 4 
141084. 4 M. at 2. 6] 17635. 11. 3 Om. — 480. 4 
| * 62. 2 O. W. — 77. 1 
1706 1 1. O. 101 49892. 2 R. at 3. 6 3731. 2. 101 | 
188332. 3 W. at 5. 0] 47083. 1. 101 N 
389592. 6 74727. 9. 54 
4771. 3 B. at 2. 6 596. 8. 53]0. — 12, © 
111153. 1 M. at 2. : 13394. 2. 92 
| 103. 7 O.at 2. I2. 19. 8 
1707 | 1. 1. 6 1.8 1 org of ones. th. 55 | 
74155. 1 W. at 5. of 18538. 15. 71 
224215. 4 38997. 18. 62 | 
: 29937. 6 B. at 2. 66 3742. 4. 440 70. 4 
97789. 3 M. at 2. 6 an 13. SE W. 86. 4 
2. 24 3 67. 6 O. at 2. 6 1 
1708 v 93s. Is 3 65 4720. 3 R. at 3. 6 826. 1. 3: 
l 83406. 3 W. at 5. of 208 61. 11. 104 
215921. 5 37652. e. 44 
40512, 6 B. at 2. 6 5064. 1. 104[B. 606. © 
139934. 4 — 2 17491. 16. A * =. 
a. ö 37. 5 O. at 2. 4. 14. OW. — 1552. 3 
R mY 82 2 5 R. at 3. 60 29139. 14. 74 * 
169679, 7 W. at 5. 0 42419. 19. 44 
516677. 3 94120, 6. 21 
5744. 5 B. at 2. 6 718. 1. 62] B. — 576. o 
79530. o mY 2 9941. 5. 12 O. — 139. 3 
* 2. * 4 5 125. 1 ad 2. 15. 12. 9 Im. ꝙꝗ—e—U— 113. 
nes? 8 „ 12215. 6 R. at 3. 6 2137. 15. | | | of 
13924. 1 W. at 5. o[ 3481. o. 71 W. — 400. © 
111539. 5 16293. 15. 14 
— — CONES. i 
253061. 3 B. at 2. 6 31632. 13. 54] B. — 1182.0 
_ 2055356. 6 M.at 2. 6] 131919. 11. 10440. — 342. 7 
| 8 1251. 3 O. at 2. 6 49. 11. 642 R. — o. 2 
theſe 1. 12. 62 + [l. 4. 104 16 474783. 1 R. at 3. 60 $3087, o. 12 W. — 2168. 7 
ten 1011166. 4 W. at 5, 0] 252791. 12. 6 [ Om. — 596. 3 
years. — 
| 2795619. 1 499472. 14. 84 4290. 3 
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Reigned 


William 
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Peace. 


War with 
France 
and Spain. 


War with 
France 
and Spain. 
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War with 
France 
and Spain. 


War with 
France 
and Spain 


War with 
France 
and Spain. 


War with 
France 
and Spain. 


War with 
France 
and Spain. 


War with 
France 


and Spain. 


| War with 
France 
and Spain. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Government Intereſt LF. 6. per cent. | Sea-coals L. 1. 4. o per 
chaldron 


The current caſh of the kingdom computed to be FL. 12.000 000. 


The tories revile the late king's memory. The queen recommends 
to parliament the preventing the exportation of unwrought wool. 


— 


A moſt dreadful ſtorm of wind November 25. The ff ray of the 
ſea was blown full 20 miles; the grapes on the vines, the graſs in 


the fields, and the twigs of trees in gardens taſted ſalt, A very wet 
ſummer, 


n wy 


Public credit flouriſhes both at home and abroad. 


An act paſſed allowing a bounty of C. o. 2.6. for exporting of oats. 
when they do not exceed FL. o. 15.0. per quarter, and alſo encouraging 
the exporta ion of oat-meal and wheat malt. Hiſtorians take notice, that 
about this time the kingdom was bleſſed with plenty; that the people 
chearfully contributed to the expence of the war. It may be obſerved, 
no great quantities of corn were exporced from 1703 to 1 08. 


The decay of trade now complained of, was attributed to want of 
cruizers and convoys. July 8th was exceſſive hot and ſuffocating, by 


It till re:ains the name of the Hot Tueſday. 
Freehold land at 20 years purchaſe, 


A hard froſt, which brought on a prodigious ſcarcity of proviſions, 
more in France than in England, In Auguſt there was ſo great a 
ſwarm of flies they covered many ſtreets in London. 12000 Palatines 
arrive in England. | 

In general the ſummer was cold and wet. 


— 


The queen in her ſpeech to parliament complains of corn being ex- 
ported at ſuch high prices as diſtreſs the popr. Exportation prohibited 
tor one year. There fell this year rain to the depth of 25 inches 4: J 
think the mean depta of rain falling in England is 19 Inches 2. 


The importation of French wines is permitted in neutral bottoms, 


Exportation of corn prohibited for one year, FISH ; 


| 


Oatmeal 
Rye 


Malt 


Mean quantity of each ſpecie of grain 
exported in this period of 10 years, 
Barley - ,- - 25306. 


— = 105535 - 5 


.: = »: 6 GE 3 
Wheat 101116, - 5} 


Mean of the whole bount; paid in] Mean cf the ſums paid in this period 
his period of 10 years. for ſuch years when the bounty ated 


1 1 without controul. 
49 „ I. OFe ; 4 
12 6 v £ 53687. 8. 44. 
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reaſon there was no wind: divers perſons died in their harveſt work. | 
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Wheat per Malt per | Quarters of grain B £57 Quarters of 
. ount aid, — — ; 
Year quarter. quarter. exported. YP grain imported 
3 4. 4. 0 4. 4. 77. buſh. 4. d. F 4. d. | grs. b. 
| a | $8412. 6 B. at 2. 6 1051. 17. 104 
139975. 7 M. at 2. 6] 17496. 19. gi | 
a 321. 4 O. at 2. 6 40. 3» Y | 
1711 1 2. 2. 0 1. 11. 3 37957. 4 R. ot 3. 6 6642. 11. 3 
| 76949. o W. at 5. of 19227, 5. © 
£ 2636416. 5 44468. 11, 62 | 
; as 198 38. 5 B. at 2. 6] 2479. 16. 61 
| | | 191624. 5 22 4 23953. 1. of | 
| 30 3. 5 O. at 2. 37. 19. 0 
1712 1. 16. 0 ä 17735. 3 R. at 3. 3103. 13. 97 
a 145191. 0 W. at 5. of 36297. 15. © 
| 374693. 2 65872. 6. © 
| OY | . 
l 1 N 52542. 0 B. at 2. 6] 6567. 15. 0 
217975. 7 M. at 2. 6] 27246. 19. 84 
N 1376. 3 O. at 2. 6 172. O. 114 
1713 1. 19. 8 1. 4 4 3862 5. 7 R. at 3. 6] 6759. 10. 64 
176227. 0 W. at 5. 0] 44056. 15. © 
456747. 1 84803. 1. 21 
. 18579. 5 B. at 2. 6 2322. 6 [ O0. — 21.0 
129. 0 O. at 2. 16. „ 6 
I714 | 1. 19. 2 1. 6. 7 20445. 0 R. at 3. 6] 3579. 12. 6 
174821. 0 W. at 5. Of 43705, 5. © 
| 4342 59+ 4 77157. 1G 3 | 
1 5080. 1 B. at 4. 6 635. & 33 [W. — o. 4 
| 103365. 1 M. at 2. 6] 12920, 12. 92 
303. 5 O. at 2. 6 37. 19. © 
| 1715 1. 13. 57 1 31161. 2 R. at 3. 6 5453. 4. 41 
166490. 2 W. at 5, of 41622, 11. 3 
306400. 3 | 60669. 7. 92 
R ä 14857. 0 B. at 2. 6 1857, 2. 6 
226617. o M.at 2. - Cn 2. of CC 
e X 719, 6 O. at 2. 19. 4 
0 1716 1. 17. 4 1. 5. 6 | ++ 1 R. at 3. 6f 7021. 10. 171 
. | | 74026. 1 W. at 5. o[ 18731. 10. ot | 
| '337243-0 [ $6027. 4 11} 
WW : - 18435. 7 B. at 2. 6] 2304. 9. 830, — 62. 
b N 251083. 1 * 2. 31385. 7. 9 "ny 
4 NT * 44. 1 O. at z. 6} 5% 10. 32 
n , „ HHS | 
: 11 ö 22953. 7 W. at 5. [ 5738. 9. 41 | 
g 315908. 6 4359% . 34 | 
— ” h —ͤ— * — | | 
os ih 1 3 24 * 2 41 0. 21. 4 
= 33 42 4 « „A ö . 3 
; | . | 888. = O. at 2. 6 - 108. 11. . 6 
1718 | 1-10. 2 | 1. 3. 0 40416. 6 R. at 3. 66 $647, 1% 74 
The 49s ; 71800, o W. at 5. of 12988. . o | 
| 496353. 5 73499. 13. 33] 
We | wes „ 
2 > 9649. 3 B. at 2. 6 1206. 3» 5} 5 3 0 
| 1 . 357499. 1 M. at 2. 66 44687. 7. 94] W. — 20. 
75 | 1 11 6 219. 3 O. at 2. 6 27. 8. 51 | 
1719 1. 7. 27 3 45502. 2 R. at 3. 6 7962. 17. 104 | 
; | 127762. 4 W. at 5. of 31940. 12. 6 
540632. 5 $5824. 10. o ö 
4505. 6 B. at 2. 6 563. 4. 4413. — 252. of 
| | 253509. 6 M.at 2. 6} 431688. 71 410. — . 1 
3471. 4 O. at 2-6 433. 18. 9 
1. 8.10 [. 8. a | 49247. 3 R.at 3.6] 8617. 4+ 92 
3084. 2 W. at 5. of 20771. 1. 3 þ 
— — — . 
393812. 5 62074. 3. 64 
223047, © B. at 2. 6} 27880. 2. 6 [B. — 252- 0 
* 6 M. at 2 6 283132. 6. 104 O0. — 46. 2 
1. 14. 11. or 1. 99 3532 50. 2 R. at 3. 6 61818. 15. 104 ' — 
a 3 ü ö 1120205. o W. at 5. o 
3969672. 4 
. 


Fr. 


Reigned 


Anne. 


George |. 


Peace 


or 
War. 


War with 
France 
andSpain. 


War with 
France 


andSpain. 


Peace. 


Peace. 


Civil war: 


Peace. 


War with 
Spain. 


OBSERVATIONS, 


þ 


The whole duty on ſtrong beer being now L. o. 5. o. pet barrel, 


to L.o. 12. o. per barrel. 
A Duty laid on hops of one penny per pound. | 


— — 


7 N 


—__—_— 


Lawful intereſt L 5. per cent. A ver dry ſeaſon. In this 1 year 
there fell leſs than eleven inches and one fifth of rain. 
National debt about £40,000,000. | 


— Mw. 


— Wu. — 
— 


A rebellion in England and Scotland A ſevere froſt from the lat-| 
ter of November to February the gth following. | 


* 


A long and dry ſummer. 


2 — — 8 


Intereſt of money C. 5 per cent. 


1 2 — 


A remarkable hot ſummer. | 
Engliſh wool L. 1. 1. o. per tod. 


P_ „* _ 2 PR 


A faint attempt in favour of the pretender. 
Engliſh wool 7. 1. o. o. per tod. 


— — 


1 
” 
7 * , 
— _ F * 


The South · ſea bubble, and many others, which ingroſſed almoſt the 
whole riches of the nation, beſide much from other . | 
War with 73 

; Spain, 
133 ; | 1 3 1 . WE — — | 
Mean quantity ot corn exported in | Mean of the whole bounty paid in| Mean of the Sum paid in this period f 
this period of ten years. this petiod of ten years. for ſuch years when the bounty acted | 
Barley 22304. 1 : without controul. 1 
} Malt - - - - < 226505, 7 C. 65399. 12. 41. | | 
| Oatmeal - - - =» $11. 6 . 65389. 12. 41. 
LIT... - - = 35325- 0 | 
* — ——  Q——— — — 


and on ſmall beer C. o. 1. 4. per barrel; the brewer ſold his ſtrong 
from L.1. 3. o. to L.1. 10. o. per barrel, and his ſmall from £.0.7.0. 
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1722 


1723 


1724 


Wheat per 


as 4 


Malt per Quarter> ot grain Bounty paid. Quarters of 
quarter, quarter. exported.. grain 1mported 
ZE <4 6 + 4 FR” grs. 6 
11608, 3 B. at 2. 6 1451. o. 1118. — 445. © 
338942. 6 M. at 2. 6] 42367. 6. 101 
677. 7 O0. at 2. 6 72. 4. 83 
1. 9. 2 1. 5. 9 69697. 5 R. at 3.6] 12197. 1. 8 
816 2. 3 W. at 5. [ 20408. 1. 14 
5024 59. © 76,90. 6. C 
„7528. 7 B. at 2.6 4691. 2. 21 
366728 2 M. at 2. 6] 45841. ©. 7 
1 3 4. 4 O. at 2. 6 40. 11. 3 
1. 8. © n 425379. 0 R. at 3. 7451. 6. 6 
178880. 3 W. at 5. c 4/720. 1 101 
62041. © 102744. 2. 5 
45789. 6 B. a 2.6 5723. 14. 41 JO, — 112. 2 
305063. 5 M. at 2. ([ 38132. 19. 4 
541. 5 O. at 2. 6 67. 14. 02 
1. 7. 0 1. 2. 2 12737. 6 R. at 3. 6] 22:9. 2. 11 
157719. 6 W. at 5. [ 294204. 18. 9 
621852. 4 „6585 3. 8. 45 
Be: 10298. 5 B. at 2. & 1287. 6 6 JO. — 616 0. 3 
i 241895, 0 M. at 2. 6] 30236. 17. 6 [W. — 148. 2 
516. 4 O. at 2. 6 64. 11. 3 
t. 8. 10 „ 23441. 4 . at 3. 6 $102. . 3 
45864. 6 W. at 5. 0 14/6. 3. 9 
522016. 3 97157. 4. 3 
8 No 13782. 6 B. at 2.6 2723. 16. 1010. 2152, 4 
20402 5. 1 M. at 2. 6] 36753. 1 v2 4 
22 1447. 40. at 2, 6 10. 18. Q W. — 12. 2 
1. 17. 85 1. 5 6² 205 39. 5 R. at 3. 6 3'94 8. 81 
204412. 3 W. at 5. of 51 3. 6. 10! 
53408. 3 E 
200 17. 1 B. at 2. 6 2502. 2, 940. — 20.0 
335925. 5 M. at 2.6] 41990. 4. 2 
- x 1412. 6 O. at 2. ( 176. 11. 103 
1. 15. 97 I. 5 62 18835. 2 R. at 3. 6 3296. 3. zi 
X 142183. 3 W. at 5.C| 435545. 15. 1-4 
518374. 1 83511. 9. 0 
; N 8688. 4 B. at 2. 6 1086. 1. 3 3. — 1ce.c 
3 
241428. 4 M. a“ 2.6] 30178. 11. 3 O. — 15. 6 
2204. 7 O. at 2. 6 27. 12. 24 
1. 12. 8 55 9169. 3 N. at 3-6] 160g. 12. 9; 
| 3031. 3 Waats.o 7579. 16. 101 
291806. 5 40723 14. 44 
198. 2 B. at 2. 6 24. 15. 7283. — 11745. © 
195340. 6 M. at 2. 6] 24417. . 101 0, — 70070, 1 
L 1393. 2 O.ar2.6 172. 18. 14][R. — 42205 6 
2. 2. 5 1. 8. 72 13. 5 R. at 3. C 2. 8. 1 W. —— 74574 2 
' » 2817. 0 Wats.c 954 58. © 
4 20C7 52. 7 25571. 18 5 
46 50. 4 B. at 2. 581. 6. 3 [B. — 17201. 6 
| | 130743- 6 Hs * 16342. 19. 840. — 184071 © 
16. 6 | 2541. 0 O. at 2. 317. 12. 6 [ 0m. — 21, : 
T 16 1. 11. 3 ö 1460. 3 R. at cO 6 25%». 11. 31 N. CES 122045. : 
| 18093. 3 W. at 5. o 4746. 10 [W. — 40315. 2 
158389 1 22245. 10. 74 
14982. 3 B. at 2. 6 1872. 15. 11118. — 386 1 
179446. 2 _ 2. 6] 22430. - 1 75 O. — 95149. 4 
1 . 4479. 2 O. at 2. 6 559. 18. 14[W. — a2 
' 8. 42 + 9 12394. 4 R. at 3. 6 2169. 0. 9 3 
93970. 7 W. at 5. of 23 02. 14. 2 
— — 
305273. 2 50525. 4. vi 
167645. 1 B. at 2. 6] 20943. 2. 94 B. — 29877. 7 | 
2629539. 5 M.at 2. 6] 328692. 9. 5] O, — 413222. 4 
| 4 15429. 1 O. at 2. 6 1928. 12. 92|R, — 174251. 2 
1. 12. 72 1. LL 9. oro 210868. 5 R. at 3. 6 1 3 W, ww 175125. 4 
8 5 1157790. 5 W. at 5. 0| 289447. 13. 140m. — 21. 2 
4181173. 1 677913. 18. of 732468. 4 
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George I. Peace. N | 


10 
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Number of horſes within the bills of mortality 22639. 


Peace. 


A remarkable dry year. | 


Peace. | | 


Trade and commerce is ſaid to flouriſh at this time. 


At Exeter, beef, mutton, veal and pork C. o. o. 14. per pound. 
a Peace. A mild winter and moderate dry ſummer, 


} . F | [ | 
| National intereſt L 3. per cent. : 1 
From March 29 to September, it rained every day more or leſs, ex- 


Peace. | cept ten days, 


— ͤ— ——B .:.. . „„ 
— — — — — . 
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Three pence per quarter allowed by parliament to ſuch as make | il 9 
malt for exportation, for their extraordinary charge and trouble. | 1 
Peace. | | 1 
| | 
| The tinners of Cornwall riſe, and plunder the grainaries in t ath 
George county; provoked thereto by the ſcarcity of corn, occaſioned by 


An act paſſed ſettling the price of imported corn: the lords declare 


the trade and manufactures of England decay. 
Peace. 
| 
A general ſickneſs. . e 
An act relative to the importation of corn. 


Peace. | | g 


— 
| 


Such abuſe to this time there had been in making malt for exporta- 
tion; by the increaſe of malted corn being 8 or 10 times more than the 

| original barley : tnat an act paſſed, ordering, that malſters for every 20 
Peace. uarters of barley made into malt for exportation, to be allowed bounty 
or 30 quarters only, tho? the ſame ſhould run to a farther length. 


Mean of the quantity of corn ex- | Mean of the whole bounty paid in| Mean of the ſums paid in this period 


ported in this period of ten years. this period of ten years, for ſuch years when the bounty acted 
Barley »- - 16754. 4 without controul, 
Mat - - 262954. 0 | 4. 67791. 7. 10. | 
Oatmeal - » - 1543. 0 L. 67791. 7. 10. 
Rye 21086. 7 | 
Whant m  - erg. ©, 
| — — —  —_—— oe Car a_ew_cacgr——_—_— 
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Mean Price of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year 1506, to the Al- 
teration made in the Bounty granted to export Malt, A. D. 1730. 


Sea coals per 


| Purchaſe of Rent of land} Intereſt of | Wheat per | Malt per Hay per | 
land. per acre. money, quarter, quarter, chaldron. load. 
Sa! | . 8 a oO . | 
C- 4 5. . 15. oa. 1. 6. 22] 
per cent, | 
3 1 Butchers Linen and | Butter and Wages and 
Price of cat- = of meat 3 «4 woollen cloths} cheeſe labour 
tle. * per ſtone. a. . ber yard. per pound. | per day. 
Beef and mut Brown ſtrong | 
ton £.0.1.8. [. o. 1. o. 
Veal and pork| rown ſmall N 
C. o. 2. 0. [F. o. o. 2. | 
Pale ftrong | 
| C. o. 1. 4. 
7. .m], 8 0.3 | 
- — —— — — 


— nnrerteinee——onoteo 
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Scarce had the exportation of corn with a bounty, acted for 
twelve years, and when the quantity exported was equal only to 
one third of what ſince it has been; but queen Ann in her 
ſpeech to parliament complains of its ill effects: a temporary 
ſtop was put thereto; but whether the meaſure in itſelf was 
Juſt, or whether the time was come when it required an altera- 
tion, was not inquired into. In a country, ſo fertile as Great 
Britain, when, after ſeveral years of plenty, complaints of want 
reach the throne; the defe& cannot be attributed to the unſea- 
ſonableneſs of weather, it ariſes ſolely from miſapplication, which 
when ſtopped only at the approach of famine, does not re- 
medy the evil, it barely prevents this coming to extremes. To 
diſcover where the exceſs of the exportation of grain may be 
ſaid to begin, men inquire what are the mean prices of grain, 
at which the general good is conſulted ; that is, where the land- 
owner, the grower, and the conſumer have in their reſpective 
Nation no cauſe of complaint: where ſound judgment and diſ- 
intereſtedneſs meet, there ſhould the opinion be had. Mr. King, 
an ingenious calculator, and who was well ſkilled in landed mat- 
ters, ſays, in a year of moderate plenty, grain ſells well at the 
following prices; wheat at J. 1. 8. o. per quarter, rye at 

. 1, o. o. per quarter, barley G. o. 16. o. per quarter, oats at 
A o. 12. o. per quarter, peaſe and beans at J. 1. o. o. per quar- 
ter, and he was ſo ſatisfied that ſuch were the ſtandard prices, 
that he adds, one tenth defect, will raiſe the price of corn above 
the common rate three tenths; two tenths defects, will raiſe it 
eight tenths; and three tenths defect, will advance it one and 
"fix tenths; by which it appears the advance in price far ex- 
ceeds the proportion of deficiency, and a deficiency by no means 
| fo 


3-3 
ſo effectually can be made, than by an exceſs of exportation; 
more eſpecially if the laws permitting this are ſo framed as to 
admit of deceit. 

The intent of government in granting a bounty to export 
malt, could be no other, than to encourage agriculture ; that is, 
that barley thus manufactured when exported ſhould receive the 
ſame bounty, and under the ſame terms as it would have done 
had it been ſent abroad in its natural ſtate : as the act did not 
ſpecify what conſtituted malt, deſigning men readily perceived 
the proceſs requiſite to give barley this denomination, did not need 
to be regularly carried on, but might at different ſtages be ex- 
ceeded or retrenched from what it properly ſhould be, this, 
as it ſuited beſt to intereſted deſigns. If the volume of one 
quarter of barley, by having been made to imbibe as much water 
as it is ſuſceptible of, by being encouraged to ſhoot long roots 
and long acroſpires, will when on the floors of the malt-houſes, 
where the exciſe officers take their gauges, by being ſwelled 
with moiſture and by laying hollow, take up a ſpace many 
more than it did in its original ſtate, and on which multiplied 
volume, they ſuppoſe themſelves intitled to a bounty on ex- 
portation ; in this caſe they would be very cautious by putting 
themſelves to the expence of fire, too much to reduce the ap- 
parent bulk : by this management and if the deceit be reſtrained 
within a leſſer compaſs, they are enabled to export to the Dutch 
What they termed malt, and obtain a bounty thereon even when 
it is not allowed on barley; at which times, thereby, not only 
a greater deficiency of this grain is made, when ſo ſcarce as the 
act ſuppoſes it to be better kept at home, but our own manu- 
factures are injured, and the neceſſities of the labouring poor 
unneceſſarily and in a very great proportion enhanced, the pub- 
lic money, intended to encourage. agriculture, beſtowed on that 
which the land never produced, and the Dutch diſtillery animated 
and ſupported in preference of our own, 

But when the inferior ſort of barley was at G. o. 10. o. or 
L. o. 12. o. per quarter, and the above management was ſuf- 
fered to act to its utmoſt extent, ſo that one quarter of barley 
ſhewed a bulk of ſeven or eight quarters of malt, and when in the 
year 1726, to the bounty of /. o. 2. 6. already given to ex- 
port malt, was added to /. o. o. 3. per quarter, for the ex- 
traordinary charge and trouble of making for exportation; this 
made . o. 2. 9. per quarter paid out of the public revenues 
for barlies ſuppoſed to be converted into malt for exportation: 
now ſeven times J. o. 2. 9. being J. o. 19. 3. the bounty re- 
ceived for exporting one quarter of barley under theſe circum- 
ſtances is almoſt double the original coſt of the grain; this al- 
lowed, there was no need to find a foreign market for the ſale 
of the overplus corn, wheeled in barrows on board a {lrip, the 
veſſel when out of tight of land, had nothing more to do than 
to caſt her cargo into the ſea, and return for another loading. 
That this has been the fact, the malting towns 1a England, 

2 elpecially 
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eſpecially thoſe facing the Dutch coaſts ; many excite-officers, 
whoſe duty it then was to attend on theſe ſpurious traders, and 
the act paſſed concerning the increaſe of malted barley in 1730 
are ſufficient teſtimonies of this abuſe ; how much probably the 

overnment by this practice was impoſed upon, hereafter will 
* ſhewn : certain it is, theſe exporters of grain not only robbed 
the revenue, but alſo the nation of an immenſe quantity of 
nouriſhment. The bounty given to export malt overaCting it- 
felf, to redreſs this it was ordered, that malſters, for every 
twenty quarters of barley made into malt for exportation, ſhall 
be allowed thirty quarters only, though the ſame ſhould run a 
farther length. With humble deference to the deciſion of ſo 
illuſtrious an aſſembly, that properly cannot be ſtiled malt when 
the increaſe of volume is equal to one part in three ; the defini- 
tion before given of malt, will ſhew the bounty for exporting of 
it, ſhould be allowed for no more, than for the quantity of 
barley from which it was made, and this only when barley is at 
leſs value than the exporting price. The many benefits that 
would ariſe from hence, offer themſelves, the public treaſury 
would not be applied to pay a bounty for a nonentity, or at moſt 


for water and air, the exporting malſter would then be careful 


how he converted barlies into malt, and improve, not debaſe his 
art; barley would not go out of the kingdom when the act ſup- 

oſed there was a much greater neceflity. to keep it at home. 
The Engliſh brewery and Engliſh diſtiJlery, both (when under 
due regulations) ſo neceſſary to the ſtate, would be relieved from 


one oppreſſion they have long laboured under, 
| a 
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SECTION XIV. 


e 


— 


Wheat per | 


| Bounty paid. 
s. d. 


4. 


Quart-!s of grain 
imported. 


7. 5. 


Malt per | Quarters of grain 
Year quarter. quarter. exported. 
1 13 grs. buſh. 4. d. 
13562. 2 B. at 2. 6 
177699. 4 M. at 2. 6 
5 1808. 1 O. at 2. 6 
1731 1. 3. 64 1 7% 21089. 7 R. at 3. 6 
| 1 30025. 2 W. at 5. o 
344185. o 


13874. 6 B. at 2. 6 
161075, 4 M. at 2. 6 
1274. 7 O. at 2. 6 


15535. 5 R. at 3. 6 
202058. 4 W. at 5. o 


3938 19. 2 


1733 6 „„ 


| 


1734 | I» . 


37598. 0 B. at 2. 6 
203115. 0 M at 2. 6 
1487 4 O. at 2. 6 
28155. 1 R. at 3. 6 
427199. 0 W. at 5. 0 


697554. 5 
70224. 5 B. at 2. 
233124. 0 M. at 2. 6 
3038. 6 O. at 2. 6 
10735. o R. at 3. 
498196. 4 W. at 5. 


815318. 7 


1735 1. 13. 81 . 


AZ 


17359 1. 11. 5 1. 2. 


57520. 3 B. at 2. 6 
219781. 7 M. at 2. 6 
1920. 6 O. at 2. 6 

1 29. 4 R. at 3: 6 
153343-5 Wats.c 


4533396. 1 


6850, 1 B. at 2,6 
192 oz. 4 M. at 2. 6 
1196. 5 O. at 2 6 
1220. 5 R. at 3. 6 
118170. 7 W. at 5. o 


320050, 6 


1695. 
22212. 
226. 


3694. 14. 


32506. 


IP x 
8. 9 
o. 3 
6 
3 


95 
9. 

Om. 
W. 


6. 


— f—— — 


159. 


2718. 14. 8 
50514. 12. 6 


60330. 15. 6 


*— 


J 
15892. 7 
O0. 3 


— 4. © 


6. 102]O. — 12044. 1 


7. 24 


75261. 


— — 


4699. 
25389. 
185. 
4927. 


I 
106709 15, © 


T5. 
13, 


9. 112 


288 


o 
7. © 
9 


142001. 


17 
Vor 


2 © © 


8778. 
29 140. 
379 
1878. 


124549. 
164726. 


7190. 
27472. 
240. 
232. 
38335. 


73471. 


857. 
24075. 
149. 


213. 12. 


29542. 


54838. 14. 74 


1737 


23669. 5 B. at 2. 6 
103718. 2 M. at 2. 6 
1921. 4 O. at 2. 6 
7849. 3 R. at 3. 6 
461602. o W. at 5,0 


NW 


1738 1. 7. 8 1. 6. 62 


70689. 6 B. at 2. 6 
188607, 7 M. at 2. 6 
1777. 3 O. at 2. 6 
35782. 1 R. at 3. 6 


2958. 
12964. 
240. 


1373. 12. 


11 5400. 


132937» 
88 36. 


B. 
23575. 19. 840. 
W 


222. 


6327. 16. 114 
6 


4. 44 


3. 54 


111 
8 
= 

OUiiw wu 


| 0596. 4 W. at 5. 0 145149. 2. 
| 877830. 5 184111. 6. 111 
— — — —— : 
54447. 1 B. at 2. 6 ne aw 6, . 
5 1 1116. 3 O. at 2. 6 139. 10. 113 W. — 22, 
22g | * $+ 39 1. 4. © 29791. 2 R. at 3. 6 5213. 9. 41 1 
| 279542. 2 W. at 5, of 69885, 12. 6 
[ | 556774- © 106029. 2, 64 
| : 24036. 6 B. at 2. 6 3004. 11 103 . 
| 145527. 5 M. at 2. 6 | 18190. 19. 21 O. — 1233. 3 
J I. 10. 2571. 7 O. at 2. 6 321. 9. R. — 1090. © 
1740 9 5 1. 8. 8 8979. 4 R. at 3. 6 1571. * 3 IW. — 5468. 5 
99. 4 W. at 5. of 13592 12. 6 
| 235506, 2 36626. 1. 44 
*** 
1 ———ů— oy — 
6560, 8. 5B 8 
372483. 3 B. at 2. 66455 541 B. — 3508. 7 
| Mean 1817128, 7 M. at 2. 6 3 2 O0. — 36055. 3 
price of 1 6 | 18773. 6 O. at 2. ] 2294+ 4+ 42]R. — 1090. 3 
1 theſe | 1+ 8. 114 7 | 3+ 3- 34 78 160845. 0 R. at 3. 6 3 17. 6 [W, — 5570. 4 
| ten 2905125. 2 W. at 5, o| 7 281. 6. 20m. — o. } 
| years. 5273605 2 10303 4. 18. 4 4 225. 4 
— Deo S Cs — 8 


1 


Reigned 


George 
II. 


Peace 
or 
War. 


Peace. 


| Peace. 


Peace. 


Peace, 


Peace. 


Peace. 


Peace. 


Peace. 


War with 
Spain, 


War with 
Spain, 


| 


OBSERVATIONS, | 


PI 


— 


An unuſual drought, 


— 


The mean quantity of coals imported in the port of London for 


the laſt ſeven years was 474714 chaldrons. 
The drought continues. 
An act paſſed relative to the importation of corn. 


France underſells Englands in its woollen manufactures at foreign 
markets, by 10 and 12 per cent. PosTLETHWAITE. 


Liſle. &c. more eſpecia ly where their woollen trade is carried on, ma- 
gazines for corn, wine. &c. which they ſtore in cheap times, and ſell out 
at reaſonable rates to the labouring poor, in times of ſcarcity ; and this 


merce as they now are. 


| "OT, 


— . ee ns 


Intereſt of money from J. 3. to L. 5. per cent. 


— — — 


An act paſſed making it felony to prevent or impede the exporta- 
tion of corn. ä 

The price of labour at Amiens in Picardy, where much Engliſh 
wool is mauufactured, one third leſs than at Norwich. 

Engliſh wool L. o. 13. 6. per tod. 


oo | 
On the roth and 11th of September was a. moſt violent ſtorm of 
thunder and lightning and rain. 

Engliſh wool £ o. 13 o. per tod. 


The exportation prohibited for one year. A moſt intenſe froſt, which laſted 


coals to £.3.15.0. 


r chaldron, The board of trade certify to his majeſty, | 
that the French chiefly fi 


upply Turky with woollen goods. | 


, 


Oatmeal - 


Wheat 


Mean oi the quantities of co.n ex- 
ported in this period of ten years, 

Barley - - '- - 372483 
Malt - - - 181712 - 7 


Rye 160844 
- - 290512 - 4 


Mean ot the ſums paid in this period 
of years when the bounty acted with-f 
out controul, | 


Mean ot the whole bounty paid in 
theſe ten years, 


C. 103039. 9. 101, 


I811 - 3 


C. 103039. 9+ 104. 


The French have built in moſt of their manufacturing towns, as at] 


was their practice, even before they were ſo intent to encourage com- 


The king, at opening this ſeſſion of parliament, recommends to the houſe 
to conſider of ſome proper regulations, for preventing the I of corn. 


three months from Chriſtmas: hence occaſion was taken to raiſe the price off 


ö 


1 a 2 ——_ 


— 
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- 
ws heat pe alt uarters of grain F 
W neat per Malt per | Qu grai Bounty paid. Quarters of 
| Year quarter, quarter, exported, grain 1mported 
3 4. * £ 4. 4. 7. buſh, 4. d. 4. 4. 4. qrs. 2 
6614. 1 B. at 3. 6 $26. 15. 310 B. — 15132. © 
123357. 6 M. at 2. 6 15419. 14. 440. — 84821. 7 
1 1106. 6 O. at 2. 6 18. 6. 101[R. — 11012. 4 
1741 1. 16. 32 1. Ye 2 7622. 1 R. at 3. 6 1333. 17. of W. — 7540. 2 
45416, 7 W. at 5. C0 11354 4. 
184117. 5 29072. 18. 44 
£ 11482, 4 B. at 2. 6 1435. 6. 3 O0. — 25. © 
189525. 7 M. at 2. 6] 23690 14, [W. — . 7 
. 1 8 1380. 2 O. at 2. 6 172. 10. 74 
1742 | I. 6. 52 8 63272. 2 R. at 3. 6] 11072. 12. rot 
| 293259. 6 W. at 5. of 74314. 18. 9 
558920. 5 109686, 3. 2! 
34995- 1 B. at 2. 6 4374. 7. g93jO. — 12. 6 
. * gt 27402. 4. [W. om 2. ; 
1 1582, 3 O. at 2. 6 235. 5. OS 
1743 0. 19. 4 1. 6. 0; 38272. 7 R. at 3. 6 hs 16. 03 
371431. 3 W. at 5. o | 92957. 16. 10+ 
715799. 3 140317. 9. 51 
20090. o B. at 2. 6] 2511. 5. o JO. — 67.6 
219862. 4 M. at 2. 66 27482 18. 3 [W. — 2. 0 
1657. 6 O. at 2. 6 207. 4. 44 i 
n n 74169. 1 K. at 3. 6] 12979. 1 117 
| 231984. 5 W. at 5. of og. 3. 17 | 
547764. 0 101177. ©. 83 
— — ö * 
95878. 7 B. at 2. 6 11984. 17. 214. — 5 1 
| 219354. 6 M. at 2. 6] 27419. 6. ro: |W, — 5. 6 
Gs 9770. 3 O.at 2.6 1221. 6. 177 
1745 — . 1 $3966. 2 R. at 3. 6] 44694. 1. 104 
324829. 5 W. at 5. of 81209. 18. 14] 
733809. 7 136529. 10. | 
185722. 3 B. at 2. 6] 19839 18. 84 b 
| 282024, 6 M. at 2. 6] 35253. 1. 10! 
20203. 0 O. at 2. 6 252 "= 
1746 | 1. 10. 4 „ ads. 3 R.at 3.6 bark 18. 32 
| 130646. 2 W. at 5.C} 32661. 11. 3 
| 637375. 6 98 91. 17. 41 
83 103140. 2 B. at 2. 6 12892. 10. 72 
361289. 3 M. at 2. 6] 45161, 3. 2 N | 
1 5 2122. 4 O. at 2. 6 26s. . 3 | 
1747 | 1. 7 „ 92718. 3 R. at 3. 66 16225. 14. 22 
266906, 7 W. at 5. 0] 66726 14. 41 
| 826177. 3 141271. 9. o | 
73857. o B. at 2. 6 . $6.32 
| 349303 © * 2 4 43670 7. 6 
ö 1. 3768. 4 O. at 2. 471. AY 
1748 [. 8. 94 1 103891. 4 N. at 3.6] 18181. o. 3 
J g 543387. 5 W. at 5. of 135846. 18. 
| | 1074267. 5 207401. 9. 7: 
— — — —_ —— * —̃ä —— —-—¼ —-— 
52621. 3 B. at 2. 6] 6577. 13. [B. — 40. © 
| 355469. 5 M. at 2. 6] 44433. 14. o W. — 382. © 
| | 1 + I 62 1281. 2 O. at 2. 6 160. 3. 11 
n ro6312. 4 R. at 3. 66 18604. 13. 9 
629049. o W. at 5. 0 157262. 5. © 
1144733. 0 227038. 9. 41 
2245co, 7 B. at 2, 6] 2Sc62. 12. 220. — 20. 3 
| 330784 2 2 8. 5 41344. Fl 74] W. — 279. 5 
. f L I 42 3 4 * at 2. 535. .* 9 
17501. 5. 3: 1. 3. OG 99049. 3 R. at 3. 6] 17333. 12. 9 
f ' | 947602, 1 W. at 5. o] 236900. 10. 7: 
| | ] 1606190. 1 | 324176. 10. 6 
| 
| OY eo — — — — — u — 
781899. 4 B. at 2. 6] 97737. 8. 9 [B. — 15172. 0 
Mean 26 502 19. 4 M. at 2. 6| 331277. 8. 9 JO. — 84982. 7. 
price of 1 1 wh 47456. 2 O. at 2. 6 59 32. ©, 7LI1R, — 11012. 4 
theſe . 765056. 6 R. at 3. 6] 133884. 18. [W. — 3219. 3 
5 (i ] 3784624. 1 W. at 5. 0] 946171. 0. 7 * 
— X 1193 56. 
vears 8029156. 1 1514962. 17. 44 : 


2 


r 


Reigned or 


George 


general in 
U. Europe. 


War 
general in 
Europe. 


War with 
Spain and 
France. 


War with 
Spain and 
rance. 


War with 
Spain and 
France. 


War with 
Spain and 
France. 


War with 
Spain and 
France. 


Peace. 


Peace. 


Peace. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


. : NE 


An epidemical fever in Great-Britain. 

Millers and bakers are taxed with adulterating flour and bread. 
No exportation of corn allowed for one year. 

Butter at Bedford-market, 3 pence + to 4 pence per pound. 
Engliſh wool FL. o. 10. o. per tod. 


3 — ͥͤ (— — — — \ 


The French king declares war. | | 
Engliſh woo! C. o. 19. 6. per tod. 


Mean price of hay, L.2. 4. ©. per load. 


A rebellion in England and Scotland. 
A mortality among cattle which laſted three or four years. 


A 


Notwithſtanding the war, an exportation of corn allowed for France 
to a certain limited time, but to a large amount, | 


— ____— * 


The French contract for 400000 quarters of wheat. 


— 


A very dry ſummer ; trade is ſaid to flouriſh, but France underſells 
England in the woollen trade, at foreign markets, from 12 to 16 per 
cent. | PosTLETHWAITE, 


8 „„ 


Agriculture and trade greatly encouraged in Scotland. 

N Pelham obſerves to the houſe of commons, that for the three 
laſt years paſt, a very extraordinary ſum had been paid as bounty, for 
the exportation of corn. ; 


_—_ — 8 


In the beginning of February was a violent tempeſt of thunder, 
lightning, wind, hail and rain about Briſtol. 
The 8th there was an earthquake in and about London. 


— 


| 


ho — 


0 ˙¹¹wA1 w ¹²mu!ͥ— . Ü nn 


Mean of the quantities of 

ported in this period of ten years, | period of ten years, for ſuch years when the bounty acted 
Barley - - - - - 78190. 0 without contioul, 

Mat 265022. 0 C. 151496. 5. 9. 

Oatmeal '- - - 4745. 5 C. 165098. 7. 8. 
⁵́⁵; o | 
Wheat 378452. 4 


corn ex- Mean of the bounty paid in this] Mean of the ſums paid in this period 


_ — — 
* 


* — 


— — 0 —— r 


PI 


( 90 ) 


7 


Wheat per Malt per [Quarters of grain] Bounty paid | Quarters of |: 
Year | quarter. quarter. exported. Paid. | grain imported 
4. 4. 4. 4. 4. . grs. buſh. $, d. 4 4. d. grs. 5. 
32698. 0 B. at a2. 6] 4087. 5. o [O. — 2291. i 
N | wh +1 o M.atz.6| 32062. 7. 6 >. =. þ © 
IL 247 2 O. at 2. 6 309. 10. 7 2 
1751 I. 9. 111 1. 3: 112 71048. 4 R. at 3. 6] 12433. 9. 35 ; 
| 661416. 4 W. at 5. of 165354. 2. 6 1 
1024186. 6 214252. 15. 44 
ä — —— —— — 1— | 
106331, 3 B. at 2. 6] 13291, 8. 54[B. — o. 2 
287578. 6 - at wy 35947. 6. 1040. 250. © 
a N 1 1590. 1 O. at 2. 198. 15. 3:4Om, — 10. © 
1752 1. 12. 62 | 3 57847. 2 R. at 3. 6] 10123. 5. 41 
i 420279. 4 W. at 5. 0 107319. 17. 6 
882627. © 166880. 13. 6 
| | TT — 1— 4 
67049. o B. at 2. 6 8381. 8. 0 10. — 33- 3 | 
274424. 7 M. at 2. 6 4. 2. 21 lOm, — 2, 4 
7012. 1 O. at 2. 6 76. 10. 35 
/ / ot 4 | 
| . | 
| 672930. 6 122809. 4. 114 : 
47776. 3 B. at2.6|. 5972. o. 1110. — $2427. 71 
321995. 0 M. at 2. 6] 40249. 7. 6 [W. — 201.0 
| 1 2330. 2 O. at 2. 6], 291. 5. 7} | 
1754 | I» 6. 115 |. 1. 5. Oz 42915. 1 R. at 3.6 7510. 2. 111 | 
i 356270. 1 W. at 5. of 89067, 10. 74 | 
771286. 7 143090. 7. 7+ | 
| EET LE 323836. 0 B. at 2. 6] 4104. 10. o [O. — 2591. 2 
li 341568. 6 M. at 2. 6] 42696, 1. io: [Om. — 292. © 
; | 3 1112. 2 O. at 2. 6 139. o. 1 a N 
1755 „ 6 4 ö 1 4344. 7 R. at 3. 6] 7602. 6. 67 4 q 
237459. W. at 5. 0] 59364. 16. 3 | 
656418, 1 113906. 15. 34 | 
NE ue — 1 
a 7 26938. 5 B. at 2. 6 3367. 6. 63 B — 4. 6 | 
If 236925. 6 M. at 2. 6] 29615. 14. 44]O. — 41390. 0 | 
: 4 2310. 4 O. at 2. 6 | 288. 16. 3 |Om, — 5280. 4 
. 1756 1. 15 22 1. 4. 0 29968. 7 R. at 3. 6 5244. 11. o ][R. — 1695. © 
101936. 4 W. at 5. 0] 25484. 2. 6 [W. — 5. 0 
| 398080. 2 64000. 10. 9 | 
an 1 7094. 7 B. at a. 6 886. 17. 4 B. — 5781. 1 : 
56164. 2 M. at 2.6 7020. 10. 7440. — 7460. 2 
: | 4417.6 O. at 2. 6 552. 4. at Om. — 298. 31 
1757 2; 6. $8 1. 11. 9 907. 1 R. at 3. 6 158. 14. 111 |R. —— 7861. 7 
: 11226, o W. at 5. [ 2806, 10, o [W. — 130343. 2 
[| 79810. © | 21424. 17. 12 
N 691. O B. at 2. 6 86. 7. 6 B. —— 9752. 2 
I. | 10728. © 3 2. 3 1341. 4 34 O. — 12276. 2 
| ö 1831. 4 O. at 2. 228, 18. 9 [Om. — 1563. 7 
1758 | 1.18, 11 [. 11. 9 R. at 3. 6 W. — 19039. 7 
5 4 9233. 6 W. at 5. of 2308. 8. 9 
a a 22484. 3 3964. 15. 34. 
— — ö 1 = — | : 
6 | 5 22862. 4 B. at 2.6] 2857. 16. 3 [B. — 42. of 
; 1 | | 166079. : * 2. 6þ 20759. 17. 6 [O. — 321. af 
v . = . 31 4. » alt 2. 6 391, 16. IC Om. — 13 21 
ee n. 41480. 2 R. at 3. 6] 7259. O. 101 W. — 82.1 
| . | 226426, 0 W. at 5. of 56606. 10. © 
. 459982. 4 1 $7875. 1. 6 | 
1 34592. 4 B. at 2. 6 i 4324. 1. 3 jOm, — 3. 
q |. 224195. 0 M.at2.6| 28024. 7. 6 
3 2338. 4 O. at 2. 6 292. 6. 3 
T 1760 1 S. 5 * 6. » 52776. 4 R. at 3. 66 9235. 17. 9 | 
3907 10. 4 W. at 5. of 97677. 12. 6 | 
| | 704613. 0 139554 $+ 3 | 
1 ; | t | 
1 — 1 x y : 
' [ | 378870. 2 B. at 2. 6] 47358. 15. 73]B. — 15580. 
Mean | 2176206. 4 M. at 2. 68 272025. 16. 30. — whos 
rice of | oo 28554. 0 O. at 2. 6 3569. 5. o [R. — gg556. 
Urcheſe 1. 13. o 1 1. 6. 14 þ& 365221, 3 R. at 3. 6] 63913. 14. 94 W. — 149674. 
5 | 8 a 2723567. 0 W. at 5. o] 680891. 15. o [Om. — 7464. 21 
0 : 5672419. I 1067759, 6. ens 
Ja ! | | bel . x 3003 1. 7 


— * 


” 
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28 Peace 9 hs wy 4 

Reigned or OBSERVATIONS. | 
| War | 

, Engliſh wool 2 17. o. per tod. 1 | 

Gatos A manufacture of Mancheſter goods is ſet up at Roan in France, i 

| 8e | Peace. |who underſell the Engliſh C. 14. per cent. j 

Il. N 

| | 

A great ſtorm of wind in March. „ | | 

To one ſhip we have in the Turky trade, the French have ten. | 

Peace, | Haxwar. | | 


— —— 


| An act paſſed allowing £.3. per cent. intereſt on corn debentures 
| | | until the 3 is diſcharged. The people in the Weſt, Man- 
| Peace. cheſter, orkſhire, and many other counties, riſe on account of the 

| | high prices of proviſions, and the exportation of corn; eight people 1 
are killed at Leeds. | 1 


—— . 


For more than 60 years paſt the French have infringed on our wool- | | 
len manufactures; their trade for theſe merchandizes to Spain, Portu- „ 
gal, Italy, Turky, the Eaſt-Indies and America, indiſputably prove VT 
this: in caſes of need they are aſſiſted with corn from England, with | 
a large diſcompt or bounty, and with other proviſions from Ireland, | 


— 
- 


Peace. 


| Great quantities of corn and proviſions ſent to Liſbon, on occaſion 1 
| _ [of their diſtreſs by the late earthquake. 1 
IWar with] VE: 
France, | } 
| 4 


6 | we 


| Many inſurrections in England on account of the ſcarcity of corn, and the 
„ , [high prices of proviſions. e king expreſſes to the parliament his concern for 
War with the ſufferings of the poor, and the diſturbances to which they have given riſe ; 

France. and exhorts them to conſider of proper meaſures to prevent the like miſchiefs 
| hereafter. The exportation of corn prohibited from Chriſtmas. 


. Ql_w 


No exportation of corn until December 27, 1757. The Engliſh 
diſtillery topped. Importation of corn allowed duty free until Auguſt 
27, 1757. The commons, after an enquiry into the diſtreſſes ot the 
poor, enforce the laws againſt foreſtallers and regrators. The poor 
riſe in many counties. | 


ü 


War with 
France. 


| The laſt crop great, but an unfavourable harveſt : no exportation allowed till 
Dec. 24, 1758: a bill is brought into the houſe of commons for reducing 
War with |the bounty on the exportation of corn ; it is read twice, then dropped. The 

France. commons make enquiry concerning the weights and meaſures 6f the king. 
dom. The number of taxable houſes are now found to be 690000 only. See 
the year 1688. 


| No exportation of corn allowed until December 24, 1759, but ſub- 
War with [J<& to alteration. The Norfolk farmers, and the grand jur of that 

| county petition to export corn; exportation allowed to March 25, 
1759. TheEngliſh diſtillery ſtopped to December 24, 1759. The con- 
ſideration of weights and meaſures reſumed. Hay L. 3. 5. o. per load. 


France. 


— — — i 
The Engliſh diſtillery allowed to work. Weights and meaſures again it 
under the conſideration of the houſe of commons. An additional duty | 
George War with [of three pence per buſhel is laid on malt; the malt duty now C. o, 6. o. | — 
III. France, per quarter, for which in theſe accounts L. o. 5. 8, only is added to | S's 
| ins indſor price. 11 
| | | 


{Mean of the quantities of corn ex- |Mean of the whole bounty paid in] Mean of the ſums paid in this period 


ported in this period of 10 years, ihis period of 10 years for ſuch years when the bounty acted » ith 
| Barley - - 37887. © without controul, 6 years. 3 | 
Malt 217620. 5 J. 106775. 18. 8. 4 
Oatmeal - - - 2855. 3 J. 150082, 7. o. | | 


Rye 46622. 2 47 
Wheat - - 272356. 6 | : : | 4 


1 — I »„— 2 * — 


8 


92) 


Mean Price of the Neceſſaries of Life from the Year 1730, to the ad- 
ditional Duty laid on Malt, 1760, incluſive. 


Fd 


Purchaſe of |Rent of land} Intereſt of | Wheat per | Malt per r per] Hay - 
land. per acre. money. quarter. quarter, | chaldron. load, 
Arable 
O. 12 0. 
30 years. | © 9 1.3. 13. 6. 4.1 9. 51 L. 1. 4. 51. 4. 2. O. O. 7 2, 10. WL 
L. o. 15. o. 
: . Butchers Linen and | Butter and | Wages and 
Price f cat. N meat r * woollen cloths| cheeſe labour 
_ CINE per ſtone. Per g ber p ard. per pound. | per day. 
Horſe C. 10. o. o A gooſeſi. o. 3. 6 Beef = £.0.2.c| Brown ſtrong | Fine woollen Butter Foot foldier 
A cow - 7.7.0 [A turkey 0.4.0/Mutton - 0.2.c 0. 1. o. colours C. o. o. . C. o. o. 5 
An ox - 8. o. oA cock - 0.1.3|Vcal - - 0.2.8] Brown ſmall L£.0.17.0. Cheeſe Seamen C. o. o. 
A ſheep 1.6.0 [A hen - O. 1. Pork - - 0.2.E] L. o. o. 2. Scarlet C. I. o. 0 C. o. o. 31. Labourers 
A hog - 1. 15. o] Apigeon o. o. 24 Pale ſtrong |Middling linen £+9-1.8, 
: 7 L. o. 1. 4. 4. o. 3. 3. 
| Pale ſmall 
| £0.0.4. 


During this period, his majeſty from the throne had twice 
occaſion to recommend to his parliament, to conſider of proper 
regulations to prevent the exportation of corn. Mr. Pelham 
obſerved to the houſe of commons the extraordinary ſums paid 
as bounty for this purpoſe. The poor roſe in many parts on 
account of the ſcarcity of proviſions ; the exportation of corn 
was occaſionally ſtopped as a means neceſſary to reduce its price: 
theſe facts, and the prices that gave occaſion to them, counte- 
nance the opinion that the ſpirit of the law for granting a bounty 
to export corn when ſo high-priced was miſtaken. 

The whole ſum given during this era, on account of ſending 
corn aboard, was . 3,613,117. 28. 9d. Near one twentieth part 
of the arable lands of England was employed in the ſervice of 
foreigners. In 1738 an act paſſed, making it felony to impede 
the exportation of corn: once, during the war, which had be- 
gun in 1739, we relieved our neceſſitous enemies with our grain; 
and in 1753, L. 3. per cent. was allowed on every debenture 
iſſued for the bounty for exporting corn, this intereſt to con- 
tinue until the principal was diſcharged. By theſe ſeveral acts, 
the parliament certainly gave encouragement to the literal inter- 
pretation of the act of the firſt of king William and queen Mary 
to take place in its full latitude; the proſpect of preſent gain 
ſoon engaged ſome perſons to avail themſelves thereof; for du- 


ring one of theſe prohibitions, the grand jury of Norfolk pe- 


titioned to have leave to export, although the Engliſh diſtil- 
lery was ſtopped: ſo great a number of ſtrong facts, ſome con- 
tradictious to the others, in ſo ſmall a ſpace as thirty years, with 
a ſum given to export grain, greater than before ever was known 
in England, or perhaps in the whole world, proves this policy 
was extended to the utmoſt; we will endeavour to ſhew the 
immediate conſequences. „„ 
There can be no doubt when the cauſe of the poor was 
pleaded by majeſty, when many towns and cities petitioned to 


5 have 


„ 
have the exportation of corn ſtopped in order to moderate its 
price, but that the kingdom in general was hurt by the dearneſs 
of proviſions occaſioned thereby : yet, it muſt be obſerved, that 
for no one year, wherein theſe complaints were made, had the 
averaged price of wheat reached ſo high, as where the bounty is 
allowed, . 2. 8. o. per quarter; the parliament ſtopping the 
exportation before ſuch was the caſe, from the effects they ſaw, 
. muſt have been of opinion, at this price, it was ſuffering it too 
long. Wheat, when at J. 2. 8. o. per quarter, makes the quar- 
tern loaf of bread . o. o. 8.: if bread is one third of the 
expence of the poor, for the neceſlaries of life, a family of four 
perſons will conſume this in a day, and the remainder of the fa- 
ther's wages will not afford the many others wanting ; nor is 
L. 2. 8. o. per quarter for wheat a price, which foreigners, with- 
out the utmoſt neceſſity, can be induced to give; the imports 
made by England when the prices were leſs in 1757 and 1758 
ſhew this. The exporting malt, until it reaches the price of 
L. 1. 4. o. per quarter, has before been mentioned: I will juſt 
add here, barley in England muſt be at the enormous price of 
L. I. 13. o. per quarter before the bounty can be refuſed on ex- 
porting of malt ; and this certainly was never the intention of the 
legiſlature. Employing ſo large a proportion of our cultivated 
lands, for the ſervice of foreigners, muſt ſtraiten the means of 
. railing every other kind of proviſon to ſuch a degree, that the 
utmoſt exertion of induſtry in the poor cannot reach them; fo 
the people were either obliged to deſert the country, or enhance 
the price of labour : the conſequence of which can be no other, 
but that our manufactures muſt come to foreign markets, dearer 
than thoſe of other nations; and Mr. Poſtlethwaite obſerves 
this difadvantage in 1748 increaſed from J. 10. to L. 16. per 
cent. our clothing towns have not mended ſince that time. How 
great a ſhare of the taxes of this kingdom are borne by traders 
and artificers, we may likely hereafter have occaſion to mention ; 


but ſurely ſuch it is, that the very exiſtence of agriculture in 


England, and its ſafety, depends on the ſupporting and preſer- 
ving its manufactures. 

Out of regard to trade, we frequently have ſeen in this period, 
that the parliament has prohibited the exportation of corn, ſome 
times for ſix or eight months, at other times for one whole year, 
It has been ſaid, by exporting or grain, great quantities of mone 
have entered into the kingdom ; but this reſting principally wit 
the farmer, enabled him to graſp large tracts of land, and to 
convert paſture into arable : ſo that food for cattle becoming leſs 


in quantity, they roſe in price in proportion as their number de- 


creaſed : not only ſo, but wealth and large profits enabled this 
. claſs of men to with-hold corn from markets, and eaſy could they 
reſt under the prohibition of exporting it, when they knew that 
by dealing it out ſcantily, they muſt have the price they fixed, or 
that the time would come when the ports would be opened to 
free its conveyance abroad: perhaps much better had it been, 


if there had been no deviations from the act, or intermiſſions of 
1 exporta- 


— 8 — = — — — — 
WIS — on — p ” — 1 
— _ * -<4 
—— = — — 


0: Poo LOU IU 2 ·˙ ˙— 


— — 


„ 


exportation, the whole of the bad effects, of granting ſo large 
a bounty at high prices, would have appeared in its full light, 
and the conſequence certainly had been, an effectual and laſting 
remedy; the people would not have been tantalized with tem- 
porary reliefs, which in fact have operated little otherwiſe than 
to prolong the evil; theſe truths we may conclude from the fol- 
lowing incident: | | 


In 1759 a petition from ſeveral farmers of the county of Nor- 
folk was preſented to the honourable the houſe of commons, 

They repreſented “ That their farms conſiſted chiefly of ara- 
te ble lands, which produced much greater quantities of corn, 
« than could be conſumed within that county: 

« That in the laſt harveſt, there was a great and plentiful crop 
e of all ſorts of grain, the greateſt part of which by unfavour- 
c able weather, were unfit for ſale at London, or other markets 
« for home conſumption : | 

« That large quantities of malt were then lying at London, 
« ariſing chiefly from the crop of barley, growing in the year 
1757, the ſale of which was ſtagnated: 

% 'That they had offered their corn for ſale at divers ports and 
« markets of the ſaid county, but the merchants refuſed to buy 
« at any price, alledging its being unfit for London market, 
« that being over-ſtocked, and their not being allowed either to 
« export it, or make it into malt for exportation, — They there- 
« fore prayed the prohibition of exporting corn might be re- 
c moved.“ ä 


In the beginning of February 1759, this petition was ſe- 
conded by another, of the juſtices of the peace and of the grand 
jury of the county of Norfolk, repreſenting 

«© That the weather proving unfavourable in the harveſt, great 
« part of the barley raiſed in that county was much damaged, 
« and rendered unfit for any other uſe, than that of being made 
« into malt for exportation: 

„That unleſs it ſhould be ſpeedily manufactured, for that 
<< purpoſe, it would be entirely ſpoiled, and periſh in the hands 
« of the growers ; a loſs that muſt be very ſenſibly felt by the 
“ land-owners; they therefore entreated that leave might be 
« given for the exportation of malt, and that they might be 
« favoured with ſuch farther relief, as to the houſe ſhould ſeem 
«« juſt and reaſonable,” 


It ſcarcely need be mentioned that in every petition preſented 
to parliament, the greateſt caution is uſed both in expreſſion 
and argument, to induce the houſe to believe the general good 
is intended ; whether ſuch was the caſe here, ſome few obſer- 
vations will ſhew. NS, 

If the farms in the county of Norfolk conſiſted chiefly of 
arable lands, matters then were greatly altered, fince the time 


the lords of every town there ordered what number of ſheep 
| ſhould 


n 


ſhould be kept, and directed their walks both in winter and 
ſummer: hence is it not evident, that the great gains, made 
by exporting corn, had induced them to forſake paſture, a neg- 
lect in general complained of throughout the kingdom? and 
the honourable the houſe of commons was ſo ſenſible of this, that 
they unanimoully iſſued an order to continue the importation of 
ſalted beef, ſalted pork, live cattle, tallow, &c. from Ireland; 
the aſſertion in the petition clearly marks to what uſe the plenty 
of England was applied. 

If a large quantity of barley grew in 1757, and the malt made 
from it lay in London, the fale of which was ftagnated ; this 
certainly was not for want of price, hut entirely from the ex- 
ceſs of it, for both in this and in the year 1758 upon an average, 
it ſold for Y. 1. II. 9. per quarter, and was notoriouſly kept fo, 
by expreſs orders from the country not to fell under; this, to 
the loſs of the revenue, and a much greater to the brewery, was 
ſeverely felt throughout the trade, and owing only to the artificial 
{carcity avowed in the petition, as they ſay the crop was large 
and plentiful, for the equitable medium price of malt, both at 
this time and for many years before was eſteemed / 1. 4. o. per 
quarter. 


Artificial ſcarcity, is when by with-holding a plenty of pro- 


viſions from market, the prices thereof are raiſed equal to what 


they would be, was a real deficiency the caſe : thus the grain- 
aries of London rented by corn-owners in the country, after 
theſe arts had been practiſed for two ſucceſſive years to the ut- 
moſt, might well be over-ſtocked, for the people had endured, 
and at the fame time did endure the hardſhips of famine : mer- 
chants certainly would refuſe to buy, when every place to vend 
it at was ſufficiently ſtocked with grain, but with-held.—The 
authors of theſe diſtreſſes were very little intitled to relief. 

Often gentlemen are not much acquainted with the minute 
circumſtances of manufactures, from whence the grand jury of 
the county of Norfolk may have been engaged to believe and ſay, 
great part of the barley was unfit for any other uſe, than that 
of being made into malt for exportation : if barley, intended to 
be converted into malt, has been fo mow-burnt, it will not 
germinate, ſuch will never make malt at any rate, much leſs 
tor exportation. | 

If the barley be moiſt and damp, but has not loſt its ger- 
minating faculty, to make malt it will require leſs ſteeping in 
the ciſtern, more care when upon the floors, and when pro- 

rly dried, rather decreaſe than augment in volume ; but this 
proceſs honeſtly and fairly managed, would make it as fit for 
London as for any market whatever. 

To preſerve the internal peace of a kingdom, by a free inter- 
courſe of trade, the price of grain ſhould be kept moderate, at 
leaſt uniform, and this prior to the exporting of it beyond the 
ſea ; from whence it is apprehended the real reaſons of theſe pe- 
titions remained untold ; the navigation from Norfolk to Holland 
is much ſhorter than to the weſtern parts of England, (where 
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then a real ſcarcity exiſted,) er leſs expenſive; obtain- 
ing leave to export was ſupplying their uſual cuſtomers and chap- 
men, therefore, on a known and eſtabliſhed credit: to continue 
the great gains made by the artificial ſcarcity in 1757 and 1758, 
it became neceſſary to leſſen the quantity of grain, not only in 
the petitioning county, but as far as poſſible in the whole king- 
dom. The moſt effectual way to do this, was not to ſupply the 
other parts of England, but to ſend it abroad; and could this 
end be obtained, by making the barlies into what was called 
malt, it was exporting this ſort of grain in the moſt advanta- 
geous manner, and in fact with a bounty on the barley of 
L. o. 4. 14. per quarter, inſtead of L. o. 2. 6. This was the 
ſureſt means of making great gains, of keeping up the prices, 
and of anſwering the views of particular men ; but the manu- 
factures depending on corn, and unanimouſly the whole king- 
dom, ccmplained of their lofſes and neceſſities. 
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SECTION XV. 


W heat pcr Malt per Quarters of ; Quarters of | 
Year quarter. quarter. grain exported. „ P _ grain imported 
I 3 grs. buſh. s. d. : g grs. b. 


12237. 2. 940. — 21. o 
34881, 9. o 


97897. 1 B. at 2. 6 
.6 

2879. 6 O.at 2. 6 254. 19. 91 
.6 
* O 


* — . i. hens. Mite. At. A 


1761 I : oY 5757. 1 R. at 3 1c074, 18. 114 
: 9 W 440746. 2 W. at 5 110186. 11. 3 
] 
878105. 7 167735. 1. 10k 
130873. 0 B. at 2. 6] 16359, 2. 6B. — 942. ; | 
| 254429. 5 M.aat2.6| 31393. 14. 20. — 164570. 1 
{ 1:68, 4 O. a 2. 6] 171, 1, 3 {Om, — 329, 6 
1762 F EE 28410. 2 K. at 3. 6 4471, I. 10H WW. — 50. 27 
294500, o W.at 5. | 73625. 0. © 
709581. 3 126930. 13. 8% | 
] 
2 
— — — OR [ | 
38390. 1 B. at 2. 6 4703. 15. 34]B. — 23227. 7 
165404. 0 Rat 2. 6] 20636, 15. 0 0. — 217637. 5 
| 1£6;.4 O. at 2. 6 208. 1. 3 [Om. — 836. 5 
1 6 1 8 * 1. 13. I 12932. 7 K. 8 Js 6 2267. 8 6 W. — 8. 1 
ö 7 3 : * 2 427974. 4 W. at 5 (Sj 105-ES$, TI 103 : 
* 
6455 0. 7 134725. 12. © 
.— — — — — — — — e 
| 9218. 6 B. t 2. 6 1152. 6. 101 [B. — 5110. 2 
223 20. 5 M. “ 2.22502. It. 670. — 12277. 3 
| G4 1101. 0 O. at a. 6]. 137. 12. 6 |Om. — 11892. 
; . 43 © 276 . R. m1 To 9 2; T 7 VV — 11 
1 6 bt 16. 1 . 2. I > ae , LO I 3 48458. IC, 32 5 1. 1 
3 4 - g 9667. Wat z. e u:. $. 11 
3 , 
057 U. 1 331732. 16. 6 
1 
: 276779. 0 B. at 2 6 2457. 7. 6 [B. — g29c. 4 
| Mean 92195. 7 Mat 2, 6 315274. 9. 87/0. — 356706, 1| 
price of Y 6472. 6 Q. at 2. 6 571. 14. 44 [R. 

ö | 219 7 3 i 
theſe EB 8 8 1200s. 3 R. at 3. 6] 22155. 18 928. — 6e. 4 
four 15583868. 2 W. at 5. Cj 38914. 11 3 [Om. — 13558 6 

years, 28919012. 2 862 504. 1. 7 


Though in this æra, the mean price of wheat may be ſaid to be 
reaſonable, that of malt, and other proviſions were vexatious: the im- 
portation of proviſions from Ireland, the tumults of the people, 
and the enquiry made by parliament, prove this: the monopoly of 
land, and of the neceſſaries of life exceeded all bounds ; the large 
and extended gratuity given to export corn, had occaſioned fo great 
a quantity of land to be tilled, as leſſened the means to raiſe other 
proviſions: the farmers had gained great riches, conſequently in- 
tereſt and power; ſo they had leſs occaſion, and leſs inclination to 
ſupply the markets, except at exorbitant prices, and even this was 
done but by few, and with reluctance; in general they ſold their 
goods by wholeſale, to ſuch who neither grew, nor conſumed them, 
but whoſe buſineſs, and intereſt it was continually to be railing 
the prices by every art, and every device they could invent : this 
placed the grower, as well as all his family in a ſtation above, 


and independent of attending markets; in lieu of which they af- 
| 3 tected 


I | 
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| Reigned | or OBSERVATIONS. | 1 


An additional duty of C. o. 3. o. per barrel is laid on ſtrong beer, 
which made the whole duty on ſtrong beer 4 o. 8. o. per barrel. 
George War witl| The importation of proviſions from Ireland continued. 

III. France. Some tumults in London. 


— 


| A great drought : The brewers company of the city of London, pe- ; 
| 1 titioned parliament that the price of beer may be raiſed. 
uit] Uncommon ſtock-jobbing takes place of indultry, and manufactures. 


| France A ſevere froſt about Chriſtmas. 3 
andSpain. 


Many ſtorms, and great inundations : a wet harveſt. Scotland greatly 
improved, many of their keaths and barren lands brought into paſture 1 
and tillage; land about Edinburgh at 32 years purchaſe. A turkey * 
C. o. 6. o. a cock /. o. 1. 10. a hen LF. o. 1. 10. a pigeon LF. o. o. 4. 
a capon /. o. 3. C. a fat ſheep C. 1. 17. o. a pullet ,. o. 2. 6. a 
| chicken C. o. 1. 11. | 


Peace. 


'The king reminds his parliament of the high prices of corn occa- 
ſioned by the exportation of it. The parliament find the price of beet | 
to be 3 pence per pound to the vender. Number of ſeamen in the mer- 
chants ſervice 60,0095. National debt 130, oo, ooo. Beef, mutton and 
veal at Exeter, from 4 pence to 4 pence + per pound. See A. D. 1724 | 
Cheeſe C. I. 10. o per hundred weight. 


— — — ——— 


Peace. 


Mean quantities of corn exported in | Mean of tte wav.e bounty paid in| Mean of the ums paid in this p.704 | ; 

this pe iod of four years. this pericd of four y.ars. 'or ſuch years When the bounty acted | 

Baricy - - = = - - 6904 © without conttoul. i i 

1 Malt - - - - - - - 230549 - © 140641. o. 6, 14 

3 549 + 4 * 1 10 

{ Oatmeal « - - « - - -- 17433 L. 140641. o. 6. i 1 

pe 11 316513 1 

T7 4 


fected the modes, faſhions, and habits of their landlords, and ſu— 
periors; but at the ſame time the face of the induſtrious poor be- 
trayed all the marks of a diſturbed mind and deſpair, the utmoſt 
exertion of ſtrength, and ability ſcarcely providing for their wants. 

Before we draw any concluſion, it is neceſſary to make ſome 
general tables, which may ſerve to throw ſome light upon the 
whole, or to which we may have occaſion to refer. 


Mean 


(100) 
Mean Price of Wheat and Malt divided into Periods of ten Years each. 


. Wheat per quarter. | Malt per quarter, | 
W EF 
From 15 50 to 1560 8. 9 | 
— eons FA 4 b | | 
a b i 
| From 1560 to 1570 | 
< 
| gs Tn i 
From 1570 to 1580 1 
| 3 3 
From 1580 to 1590 t 
4 From 1590 to 1600 i 
| From 1600 to 1610 | „ „ hf 6-16: 97 | 
— | 
. From 1610 to 1620 t. „ it} @ 7. 9&1 
1— — 6 — x 1 
From 1620 to 1630 „„ „„ 3-3." 88-7 
From 1630 to 1640 „ , $8] Fri 
4 From 1640 to 1650 3 
1 (| 3 5 Fre 
4 
[ From 1050 to 1650 1. 18. 5gz| 1. 2. 4: — 
— : - * 
k | 0 
; From 1660 to 670 „„ „ I 
m 
— A \ 
From 1670 to 1680 } . = 
— | — | Kal 
| From 1{ 80 to 1690 EE. I ITS. 12 
1 1 3 Me 
(1 From 1690 to 1700 LH — FT 3 ot} Sur 
2 5 ö 
1 From 17co to 1710 „ „ Sb <> 10}, ( 
9 88 FFF \ 
| From 1710 to 1720 i. - 11%. & 21 
, 
From 1720 to 17:0 „ be  $+ © ' 
From 1730 to 1740 be "$3484 $« - $$ 
1 1 _ l 
| From 1740 to 1750 „ 26h + 
From 1750 to 1760 i. F- C311. G 11 
; From 1760 to 1765 1. „ 61% + $1 
; | : | | 
| Mean Price of Wheat and Malt from the Bounty given A. D. 1689 to] | 
vel A. D. 1765. | 
, AX 2 | 
1 | l Wc per quatiet, Malt pes quaticr, j 
| Period. : | £6 | L- 8 | 
From 1689 to 1765 | „„ +6 [ 
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An Account of Corn exported and imported, divided into Periods of ten Years, F | 

I 5 

Barley. Malt. Oatmeal. Rye. Wheat. . 1 

You | 4 800 wh PE | Bounty paid. q | 

qrs. buſh. grs. bujh, qrs. buſh, grs. buſh. 476. buſh. 4. . 4. 0 | 

* 8 | Wy Is [ ö 

From 1690 to 17co 89,816. 3 137,480. 2 1,160. 6 31,575. 6 71,198. 5 51,737. 9. 92 | | | 

From 1700 to 1710 | 253,061. 3 1,055,356, 6 1251. 3 474, 783. 1 a 1,011,166. 4 499,472. 14. 81 | | 
— 3 X 
| | | 
From 1710 to 1720 223,041- © 2,265,058. 6 8,117. 4 3537250. 2 1, 120.205. 0 653,897 N. o 


— — 


— —— — 


| 

From 1720 to 1730 167,545. 1 2,629,539 5 15,429. 1 210,868, 5 1,157,799 © | 677,913: 18. of | 

| L | 

—_— —_— ——— 6 * — | 

From 1730 to 1740 372,483. 3 1,817,123, 7 18,113. 6 160, 845. © 2,905,125, 2 1, 030, 304. 18. 84 | 

—̃ä ͤ—ꝛ2ꝛ I—_ —  — — — — 5 — — | | | 

From 1740 to 1750 781,899. 4 2,650,219. 4 47,456. 2 765,056, 6 3,784,524. x | 1,514,962, 17. 44 | | 

| — — —— — — — | | 

| 1 

EY 1750 to 1760 378,870. 2 2,176,206, 4 28,554. 0 365,221. 3 2,723,567. 0 1,067,759. 6. 8 | | 0 

— — — — — — ——_— — — —  ——— — ö | | 

_ | | 

From 1760 to 1765 279,379. © 922,195, 7 6,973- 6 126,605, 3 1,558,858. 2 | 562,564. 2. 7114 | by 

| — — — — — | | | | 

Total exported 2, 543,096. © 13,653,186, x | 127,056, 4 2,488, 206. 2 14,332,435. 3 6,58, 702. 10. 11 
| Imported in the 5 | | 3 
whole term 5 75.16. © | 27,643. 2 199,884. 3 283,441, © 
Balance of corn 67.88 3 5 
ſpared by England 2,467,880. 0 13,653,186, 1 105,413. 2 2,288,321, 7 14, 048, 994. 3 
Le $, d. Le 3. d. Le fo d. . 3. d. 4. 4. d. 
Mean value of each o. 18. 6 o. 12. 4. 1. 6. 9 4 2. 4 1. 13. iis 


— — —- I Hſ— 


ived fi 
— * 2,282,789. Oo. © | 8,419,464. 15. 64 140, 990. 4. 52,555,292. 15. 21 23,502,796. 4. 3 
Malt — 3,419,464. 15. * — - 
Oatmeal — 140,990. 4. 5 
Rye — 2,555,292. 15. 24 
Wheat — 23, 502,796. 4. 3 


Total — £. 36,901,332. 19. 5F Sum paid by foreigners, and the Britiſh government, for corn exported, from 1690 to 


1765. The bounty allowed on which is equal nearly to a diſcompt of C. 19. 12. 6 
per cent, 


N. B. The Sum of £.6,058,702. 10. 11. is what the government really paid on account of the exportation of corn; 
for 2077 quarters 6 buſhels of oats exported before the year 1707 is not included therein. 


* 'Theſe are the mean rates of corn, proportioned from the average rice of wheat (of which the greateſt quantity 
has been exported) for the whole time, ſince the bounty was granted, ö 1765. The price of malt is double the 


Hh of barley divided by three; becauſe for exportation three quarters are allowed to be made out of two quarters of 
arley. | 
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Mean Prices of Wheat and Malt and other Neceſſaries of Life, 


yy 


| Year. 


; 


Purchaſe of 
freehold .land. 


- 


Rent per acre, 


£> „ 4. K. 


Intereſt of 
money per Ct. 


3 


| Wheat per 


quarter, 
6 


| Malt per | 
quarter, 


. 5. 


d. 


4 


2 ** 


From the year 
1000 to the 
| conqueſt by 


| 1066. 


K. William I. 


: 


þ 


Conjectured 
1 


— 


ꝗ—Ü2— _ 


From the year 
1066 to the 


| firſt year of | 
K. John 1199. 


. Bt 0 


96 . 


Recorded 
1, 2 


| 1307 to the 
war with 
France by 
K. Henry V. 
1418. 


From the year 


| Conjectured 
1 © 


- if 


* 


From the year 
1418 to the in- 
troduction of 
ops into Eng- 
land 1524. 


— — Lt 


hed dint. 4 


10 years rent. 


Recorded 
9 


— — 


From the year 


1524 to the ſe- 
cond year of 
K. James I. 

1604. 


F? — — * 


=_ 


» 09 


; 


Conjectured 
ii „ 


10. 


From the 
1603 to bh 
firſt year of 
K. Charles I, 
| 1625. 


„ e 


14 years 2. 


7 _ "OO 


8. 10, 


— 
From the year 
1625 to the 
Common- 

wealth ſequeſ- 
tring college 


| 


| eſtates 1645. 


| o 


132 8 


„ 


from the Year 1000 to 1763, divided into Periods of Circumſtances. 


Year 


rom the year 
1945 to tho 
-eitoration of 
K. Charles II. 
1660. 


From the yea 
1660 to th: 
next harveſt 

ater the boun- 

ty given to ex- 
port corn 
1690. 


— — 


From the year 
1690 to the 
firſt duty laid 

on Malt 


1697. 


From the year 
1697 to the ex- 
tenſion of the 
bounty given 
to export 
corn 1706. 


————— 


| 


Purchaſe of Pr per acre. 


land. £ 4. 1 


Intereit of | Wheat per 


money per Ct. 


. | 


— — 


Le 


quarter, 


uy 


d. 


2. 


quarter. 
J. 


Malt per 1 


d. 


22 years Z 


16, 


„ 16. © 


2. 


4. 


0 
— 


12. 


| 


From the year 
1706 to the 
limiting the 
bounty given 
to export malt 


1730, 


15. 


From the year 
| 1730 to the 
additional duty 
laid on malt 
1760. 


Arable 
30 years 3s O 
Meadov- 
RS Fo 


9. 


1. 


4. 
* —— 2 — a. Ha. dit td W I EEE 


— 


— 


„ 


From the year 
1760 to the 
year 1765. 


32 years 1 


10. 


9. 


— ———— 


tn. dt. 


— —— — a 


—_——_ 


— 


4 


( 
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Mean Price of Wheat and Malt and other Neceſſaries of Life, 


Period. 


Sea-coals per 
chaldron at 
London. 


Hay per load 
at London. 


| Price of cattle. 


g 


; | Price of fowls. 


— mn. 


* 


From the year A horſe C. 1. 17. 6 
1000, to the A mare . & © 
conqueſt by & ww;  @ ©. 0 

K. William I. A ſwine o. 2. 0 

1006, A ſheep ©. 1. 3 
An ox % % SG: 

From the year A horſe .o. 12. 5 [A hen Lo. o. 3 
1066, to the An ox . 4- v2 
firſt year of A calf d. 2. 44 

K. John A ſheep Oo. 1. 8 
1199. A ſow 1 
A ram . 

From the year A horſe 4.1. 11, © [A hen L. o. 9 
1199 to the An ox li „ „ 
firſt year of A cow o. 17. oA goole o. 1. of 

K. Edward II. A ſheep o. 1. 72A capon o. o. 63 

I 507. Alamb o. 4. © [A fat cock o. o. 43 
A bull I. 2, 1 |A partridge o. o. 43 

From the year A horſe . o. 18. 4 [A hen /. o. ©. 2 
1307 to the An ox 2. 6. 1 |Agooſe o. o. 9 
war with A cow ©. 27%. ( 0 ©%: © 
France by A heifer o. 1. 44A fat cock o. o. 33 

K. Henry V. A ſheep ©. 2. 7 [Aale ©. © 31 

1418. A calf o. 4. 2 [A ſwan o. 17. 9 

From the year A colt 0. 7% 3 Keen Co. 0 | 

1418 to the in- An ox £ I. 16. 82A — £ o. — I 

troduction of J. o. 9. 91A cow ©. 15. 6 [A eignet o. 6. 1 

hops into Eng- A ſhee o. 4. 211% | 
land 1524- A calf % „ 3 | 

A hog o. 5. oz| 

From the year An ox . 1. 16. A gooſe C. o. 1. | 

1524 to the ſe- . 0. 11. 6 [A ſheep o. 4. 34 A — £ ©. Ss 97 
cond year of [L. o. 7. 94 Straw A ©. . & A capon o. 1, 01 
K. James I. . 0. 3. 7 [A lamb o. 1. 44A hen 1 

1604. Us chicken o. o. 3 
| 

From the year 
1603 to the 
firſt year of 
K. Charles I. 

1625. 
—0ͤ — — — * LL 
From the year A gooſe L.o. 2. © 
I 6s od e 1 pullet o. 1. 6 
mon- igeon o. o. 6 
wealth ſequeſ- A * Whey 1 
tring college A pheaſant o. 5. 6 
| eſtates 1645. Aturky o. 3. 9 


( 
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from the Year 1000 to 1765, divided into Periods of Circumſtances. 


1 


| Sea-coals per 


; Hay per load , 
Period. 1 1 Price of cattle. Price of fowls. 
From the year 
1645 to che 
reſtoration of 
K. Charles II. 
1660. 
From the year i EN i Y 
1660 to the A horſe C. . 10 | 
.5. 10. © A gooſe C. o. 3. 
next harveſt An ox 3 6. © 4 Tak & o. T 6 
after the boun- C. 1. 4. o C. 1. 12, o [A cow 2.15. — ©. 02 
ty —_ bog Aſheep o. 11. O [A hen 1 
p es. A hog O. 14. © [A pigeon o. o. 2 
From the year 
1690 to the 
firſt duty laid 
on Malt 
1697. 
From the year 
1697 to the ex- 
tenſion of the | 
bounty granted 
to export 
corn 1706. 
| 
From the year 8 
1706 to the 
limiting the | 
bounty given 
to export malt 
| 1730. | 
From the year A horſe C. 10. o. © A gooſe 
10. 0. 1 
1730 to the „ 0 "a 5 O 
additional duty. 2. 0. o [. 2. 10. © An ox „ , - &. 8:6 
laid on malt A ſheep 1. 6. o [A hen „ © 
1760. A hog 1. 15. © [A pigeon o. o. 2+ 
A horſe C. 14. ©. © A gooſe L.o. 5. o 
From the year L. 3. 5. © [A cow- 7. ©. o A turkey o. 8. o 
1760 to the [L. 2. 0. 0 An ox 8. 16. © [Ack ©. 1. 16 
year 1765. Straw L£.1.7.0| A ſhee 1. 7. © [A hen o. 1. 10 
A hog I. 18. © [A pigeon o. o. 4 


{ 


4 


— — — — — —— 
» — — — 
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11 
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Mean Price of Wheat and Malt and other Neceſſaries of Life, 


Rancho al dh Linen and Butter and | Labour and | 
| Period. utctier's meat! a and Ser | voollen clothe] cheeſe per Wages per | 
Per ſtone. Per gallon. . d nd S 
=_ per yard. pound. ay. | 
i — — — — — | 
[From the year | | | | | 
| 1000, to the , | | | 
| conqueſt by | | | | 
K. William I. | | | | [ 
1066, | | | 
| | | had 
: | | | 
From the you B | | | | 
1066, to the | | 
\ firſt year of | | N N Labour C. 04 | 
| K. John N 6 8 i | 
1199. | 
— | | 
| 6 | 
From the year | as | 8 | 
1199 to the | 
firſt year of | £-& O. 14 | 40. 2.7 
IK. Edward II. | ö A cart with | 
| 1307. | | three horſes | 
| Lo. 3. 73 
— — — = —| 
| | Carpenters, | 
From the year | Ox's carcaſe | | maſons and ty- | 
1307 to the L. 2.14.0 r | lers . O. o. 94 
war with | Sheep's ditto . | A man at arms 
France by L. o. . 1 L. 0 © 74 | | £0. 3. 61 
K. Henry V. | Hog's ditto |  Croſs-bowman, 
1418, | L£.0.410 . Lo. 0.9% 
Pig's ditto | Archer £.0.0.6 
| £.0.0.8 Common la- 
| | |  bourer ©. o. 41 
| ; o 7 Fine linen | w_ 
4 ; | | 
From the year £-0.1.9 : 
[1418 to the in- b Ruſſet 0.1.9 | Artificers f 
4 troduction of | C. o. o. 23 | Woollen cloth J. o. o. 84 
hops into Eng- . 1. 0.7.51 Labourers 1 
and 1524. Fine ſcarlet | £- o. o. 33 | 
| ditto £.2.0.3] | [ 
Fine coloured | 
- ditto C. 1.7. 10 | 
0 2 1 * * — p 
From the year| Beef and pork| 3 8 
1524 to the ſe-| L£. o. o. 11 Beſt Butter | Haymakers } 
| cond year of | Mutton and | . o. o. 15 |} L. o. o. 5 r 
K. James I. | veal J. o.o7 | 
| [ ö 
From the year | [ | 
1603 to | Ale J. o. o. 4 f | 
firſt year of | Small beer | } 
K. Charles I. 4.88. 1 | | | 
1625. | | L | | 
| | | 
| 7 i | 
; — = —— —— | — ö 
From the year | | 3 
1625 to the 5 ou ſoldier | 
common=- | 0.t0 | 
wealth ſequeſ- | r 
tring college | . . | 
eſtates 1645. | | | 


* . A. ae... And. ani. — — _ 
# 


„ 


from the Year 1000 to 1765, divided into Periods of Circumſtances. 


„ 


. 


Ho Linen and Butter and Labour and 
Period. . 1 1 cog woollen ctoths| cheeſe per Wages per 
per yard, pound. ay. 
From the year 
1645 to the Ale FL.o.0.4 
reſtoration of Small beer 
K. Charles II. 4. o. o. 2 
1660. 
ION: 4 1 * | 
From the year | 
1660 to the | Foot ſoldier | 
next harveſt |Beef and Pork Fine ſcarlet £8.% ©; 
after the boun- C. o. 1. 2 | Strong £.0.0.8| cloth C. 1. 2. Butter Co. o 41 Horſeman ' 
ty given to ex-[Veal and mut-| Small o. o. 24] Fine coloured | Cheeſe 0.0.2 
port corn ton . o. 1.4 cloth C. o. 18. o Labour o. o. 10 
1690. 
1 
wh — hid ha — . bans! 
From the year 
1690 to the Strong 0.0.10 
firſt duty laid Small o. o. 3 
on malt 
1697. | 


From the year 
1697 to the 
extenſion of 

the bounty 

granted to ex- 
port corn 
1706. 


Strong o. o. 10 
0.0.3 


Small 


| 


— 


Brown ſtrong 


From the year | C. 0. 1. o | | 
1706 to the | Beef and mut-[/Brown ſmall | | 
limiting the | ton L. 0.1.8 £.0: 0.2 | 
bounty given |Veal and Pork] Pale ſtrong | 

to export malt] L. o. 2.0 L. o. 1.4 

1730. Pale ſmall | 
F O. O. 3 | | 

| Brown ſtrong | Artificers 

4. o. 1. o L. o. 2. 6 

From the year | Beef /. o 2.0] Brown ſmall | Fine ſcarlet Horſe ſoldiers 
1730 tothe [Mutton 0.2.0] . o. o. 2 cloth L.1.0.0f Butter o. o. 9 : 

additional duty|Veal o. 2.8] Pale ſtrong | Fine colours | Cheeſe 0.0 34] Foot ſoldiers 
laid on malt Pork o. 2.6 . 0.1.4 cloth J. o. 17. o J. o. o. 5 

1760. Pale ſmall Seamen o o 
L. o. o. 3 Labourers 
| 14. e. 1. 8 
Brown ſtrong 
C. o. 1. 2 : 
Beef L£.0.3.0| Brown ſmall Artificers 
From the year [Mutton 0.3.0] FL. o. o. 2 Fine linen | Butter.o.0.10] f o. 2. 9 
1760 to 1765. Veal 0.3.8] Pale Strong | £.0.3.6 |Cheeſe o. o. 54] Labourers 
Pork 0.3.4 „ 1. L. o. 1. 8. 
Pale ſmal | | | 
| "£0: 4 
4 4 
| | 
| | | 
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Bounty paid by the government for the expor- 


1 


An Account of Part of Conſequences, that have enſued by 
granting a large Bounty to export Corn when at high Prices, 
and the Amount of theſe compared with the Sum received 


for Grain, ex ported from the Year 1689 to 1765. 


4 . 
g 0,058,702, IO. II 


tation of corn _ — — 
Three-pence per quarter allowed for malt made 
for exportation from 1726, N** of quarters 103,408. 17. 
8,312,710 — — | | 
A. Malt computed to have been thrown al 
90,022. 


17. 


the ſea 1,260,320 quarters, the barley eſti- 
mated 7 and at 10s. per quarter — 


B. The number of people in England and Wales) 
may be eſtimated 6, ooo, ooo, their expence 
one with another for the neceſſaries of life 
L. 7. per annum each, of which ; part is ex- 
pended for bread; other proviſions ſince the 
bounty given to export corn have roſe in 525, Oo, ooo. ©. 
price cent. per cent. but in this account 
L. 25 per cent. only is charged for the effects 
ariſing from the diminution of paſture, from 
the monopolizing of land, from engrofling, 
foreſtalling, and with- holding of proviſions. 


C. By importations of grain made ſince the 
bounty given = 


75,216 quarters of barley valued at 24s. per quarter 90, 250. 
1,011,755 quarters of oats ditto at 15 s. per quarter 758,810. 
21,043 quarters of oa meal ditto at 308. per quarter 32, 464. 
199, 884 quarters of rye ditto at 328. per quarter 319, 814. 
283, 441 quarters of wheat ditto at 48s. per quarter 80, 258. 


D. By intereſt paid on corn- debentures not im- 

mediately diſcharged from the year 1753 5 
By the removal or deſertion of 148,694 
families from the year 1688 to 17583 eſti- 
mating each family to be four perſons at 

. 7. expence each per annum; part of ? 


I 


this ſum might be charged as a loſs to the 

kingdom. See the obſervations 1688 and 1758. 
By the decay of manufactures in general 

ſee the obſervations 1698, 1700, 1706, 1707, 


1709, 1727, 1728, 1730, 1735, 1738, 1740, 
1741, 1748, 1751, 1752, 1753, 1754, 1756, 


— 
1 


d. 


6 


9090030 


1757, 1758, &c. &c. — 8 — 
11 
Caſh received for corn exported — — 36, 901, 332. 19. 5 


533,133,747. o. 


— — — — 


Loſs — — — 


L. 496, 232, 414. I. 51 


Annual loſs occaſioned by the bounty 


2 


granted to export corn — — I | £:6,616,432- * 
Or which is the ſame thing; for 75 years paſt the people of Eng- 


land, one year with another, have laboured under the annual ex- 
pence of J. 7, 108, 449. 19. 22, and more for ſome individuals to re- 


ceive . 492,017. 15. 5: per annum. 


$: A 


009 } 


A. In the year 1730 an act paſſed, regulating the increaſe that 
ſhould be allowed on barley malted for exportation, and it was 
fixed, three quarters of malt from two quarters of barley; the 
act was made becauſe before this time it had been cuſtomary to 
make and ſhew an increaſe of ſeven or eight quarters of malt 
produced from one quarter of barley, and on this ſeven or eight 
quarters to receive the bounties amounting to . o. 2. 9 per quar- 
ter; thus a profit of cent. per cent. was made, by ſhipping this 
ill- manufactured grain, and when out of fight of land, to caſt it 
into the ſea. Quarters. 


Mean quantity of malt per Ann. exported _ 244729 
1711 to 1730 — _ OE 

Mean quantity of malt per Ann. exported — 181713 
1731 to 1740 — _—_ 9 


ab 


—— 
— EE” 


Difference which fraudulently obtained the bounty? 6 
| 3016 
per annum — — — 
This practice continued for 20 years, and valuing the part 
as ſo much barley loſt to the kingdom at 45 O. 10. o per e 
makes the ſum charged. 


B. That from the revolution, the price of proviſions increa— 
ſed cent. per cent. is notorious, but as the riſe came on gra- 
dually, (for this C. 50. per cent. is deducted,) a part of this riſe 
may be attributed to the increaſe of taxes, and to a greater ſum 
of real and artificial money being now current in the kingdom 
than was at that time, ſo 4.25 per cent. more is taken off; 
the remaining Z.25 per cent. is placed to the account of the 
reaſons there mentioned. 

Nothing is charged for the increaſed price of corn from the 
year 1689 to 1765, which for wheat and malt is very conſider- 
able, compared to the prices they bore on an average, during the 
whole reign of king James I. the neareſt and moſt fimilar ſpace 
of time this compariſon can be made with. 


C. Theſe accounts are for money expended to bring corn into. 


the kingdom, where enough had not been retained, and charged 
only at ſuch prices at which the bounty ceaſes, though un- 
doubtedly much more was paid to obtain them. 


D. Theſe articles, though of great conſequence, have been 
leſt unvalued, the two laſt, if not wholly, have in a great mea- 
ſure been occaſioned by monopolizing of farms, by the high 


prices of proviſions, and by the neceſſary conſequence of this, 


the increaſed price of labour. 


It will clearly appear, the foregoing account is no where 
ſtrained ; the national loſs on the contrary is modified, many 
articles which might take place therein are omitted,” and ſome, 


whoſe evaluations are left to the reader's diſcretion ; yet ſo great 
Ft does 


9 , 


UG 22 ͤ nd arne 


E 


does the evil appear, and of ſuch conſequence to theſe kingdoms, 
that no doubt ſhould be left concerning its true cauſe, collateral 
roofs therefore cannot be miſplaced here. 
If the people of England and Wales be 6, ooo, ooo in number, 
they require a certain quantity of land to grow grain for them- 
ſelves, beſide paſture for cattle. Heaths, commons, downs and 
woods are in many reſpects of advantage to the poor, who for 
this ſmall emolument are enabled to return the benefit to their 
ſuperiors: every incloſure then of common land above what is 
neceſſary to raiſe our own ſupply, is a means not only to leflen 
the number of induſtrious poor, but even to raiſe the price of 
every kind of proviſion ; ſo that though much land has been in- 
cloſed and tilled to anſwer the demands of exportation, yet has 
it not been done without being a general charge on the commu- 
nity ; by finding how much land is required for our home con- 
ſumption of barley, oats, rye and wheat, and how much for 
| the quantities of theſe exported we ſhall have the proportion they 
| bare one to the other. 


"Ws | 1 14 : ; 5 Mean of the quantities | "| 
Annual home-con- ' exported from 1741 | 
. Acres | ©*P 74 Acres 
— required. . required. 
Quarters. Quarters. | 
5 £20 | } 
Of BARLEY, | f | 
Mean yield of land is |, 4.333.125 866,625 | 219,565 43-913 | 
5 quarters per acre. | | | | | 
7 ' 
a : | 4 3 
Of OATS, "1 2 | | 
Mean yield of land is 4.25 2,725 850, 45 3.457 ' os | 
5 quarters per acre. | ; [ | | | 
— — mmm 
of RYE, | ; | | 
M eld of land is : : 
| 2 4 buſhels T,QJ0,000: 412,009. 52,370 . | 20,948 
per acre. | 
— ENTERED | 
Of * WHEAT, : | | 
Mean yieid of land is 3.840, oco 960, 000 336,123 84.031 
4 quarters per acre. |- | 
| | 
144 : „ ; | 1 N 
i | : | | ok WH JI 1491583 þ 
| | | | 


By this it appears the proportion of land employed to grow 
corn for exportation, is nearly as one to twenty, of that cultivated 
for the people of England.; according to Mr. King's rule, the 


bare 


1 8 - = WE 1 ME at. 


*. Bradley corrected, A general Treatiſe of Agriculture, pag. 7. ſays, The largeſt 
produce of an acre of wheat-land ſeems to be ten quarters per acre. Mr; Yelverton 
of Ireland in 1742 had from one acre, Engliſh meaſure, 13 quarters 2 buſhels of 
Wheat,” See Reduction Economique, pag. 74, 


. S 1 al. a. am. 4. tt. r * W 
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bare application of this land to other purpoſes, than for national 
uſe, muſt raiſe the price of proviſions in general . 15 per cent. 
and /. 19 per cent. bounty added to this, given to induce 
foreigners to purchaſe corn here, in preference to the natives 
themſelves; theſe two circumſtances conſidered as a power given 
to the farmer to engroſs land, and with-hold the ſale of provi- 
ſions, are ſufficient to account for the exceſs of price on all the 
neceſſaries of life the land produces; which will more clearly ap- 
pear by examining the profits, at preſent yielded by agriculture in 
England. 


An Account of the Charge for cultivating ten Acres 
of arable Land, and of its neat Produce for four 
Years. 

Firſt WIE Ar. 


3 „ 

Rent of 10 acres at o. 12.6 * per acre for the > 6 

low year — — — „ 
Rent of 10 acres at . o. 12.6 per acre, ſown _— 6 
wheat — F — 3 
Ploughing 4 times at V. o. 12.6 per acre 0 
Harrowing 3 times at V. o. 2. o per acre — „ 
Lime zo chaldrons at . o. S. o per chaldron — 12. o. 6 
Seed 2 quarters 4 buſhels at V. 1. 13.52 per quarter 4. 3. 77 
Weeding twice at . o. 1.6 per acre — 0. 15. © 
Reaping . o. 4. per acre — — 2. 0. 0 
Carriage and ſtacking at J. o. 2.6 per acre — —— NE 
Tythe .o. 5. o per acre — — 2. 10. 0 
Threſbing 60 days work for one man at /. o. 1. 0 „ „. „ 

per day — — — „„ 
Fencingn— — — — . . © 


46. 13. 74 
Where wheat is early ſown 10 acres} C. 3. d. 
will feed 50 ſheep of the largeſt 

 fize which will yield a profit of 

L. o. 4.0 each _ — 

Mean crop 4 quarters of wheat per!) 

acre, or 40 quarters at C. I. 13.52 $66, 18. 4 

per quarter — — | 
Straw 130 thraves at £.0.1.0 per thrave 6. 10. . 

| . 5 1 —83. 8. 4 


SS 3 © 


* 


Profit /. 36. 14. 8 


Third 


* 


* This is ſuppoſed rather to exceed the mean price of arable land per acre, ſta- 
tute-meafure, in England; and is rather leſs than what is paid for the ſame quan- 
tity in France. Monſieur Dupre de Saint Maur, Eſſai ſur les Monnoies, pag. 26, 
E/lime le fermage des terres in petite culture a quinze livres par arpent au plus, on peut 
Juger par la, de la maniere dont elles ſont cultivees, et de ce quelles rapportent au fermier, 
(Maupin's Reduction Economique, pag. 51,) and quinze livres par arpent, is equal 


to G. O. 12. II per acre. 


1 


Third year, BARLEY. 


Lo . 
Rent as before _ — — 8 
Ploughing twice at J. o. 7. 6 per acre w_ 4. 1. 0 
Harrowing twice at £.0.1.4 per acre — =— 0. 13. 4 
Seed 3 quarters 6 buſhels at . o. 18.6 per quarter 3. 9. 42 
Weeding once at J. o. 1.6 per acre — — do. 15. 0 
Reaping . o. 3.0 per acre — — 1. 10. © 
Carriage, binding and ſtacking at J. o. z. o per acre 1, 0. © 
Tythe J. o. 4.0 per acre — „ © © 
Threſhing 32 days work for one man — „ i: © 
Fencing — — — 3 
1 
Mean crop 5 quarters of barley per 
acre, or 50 quarters at . o. 18.6 e 5. © 
quarter — — 
Straw — — — i © 
— 0. 0 


Fourth year, OA Ts. 


6 
Rent as above o«— — — _— 6 & 
Ploughing once at J. o. 4.6 per acre — — 2. 5. o 
Seed 5 quarters at G. o. 1 3.4 per quarter — 3. 6. 102 
Weeding once at J. o. 1.6 per are — — o. 15. 0 
Reaping /. o. 3.0 per acre — — * 0 
Binding, carriage and ſtacking at G. o. 2.0. per acre 1. 0. 0 
Tythe, £.0:3.0 per acre — — — I, 10. © 
Threſhing 32 days work for one man — i. 13. © 
Fencing — — . ĩͤ 4.4 
1 8. 10 
Mean crop of oats 5 quarters per 
acre, or 50 quarters at / o. 13.42 33. 8. 9 
per quarter — _— 
Straw — — — 7 | 
r 


Profit 15. 


1 


Expence. Produce. Profit per cent. 

1ſt and 2d year. 46. 13. 73—L.83. 8. 4—L. 78. 13. 10 
zd year 22. 4. 8 — 48. o. o— 115. 17. 5 
Ath year 19. 8. 10% 38. 3. 80. 19. 41 


— 


. 28 2006. 18. 3  - 875 10, 71 
1 d. 


Mean rent and charges, for cultivating one acre of 1 
: 2. 4. 2 
arable land, per annum „ 
Mean profit of arable land, per acre per annum — 1. 19. 4 


Mean profit of arable land per cent. per annum — 68. 17. 74 


— . 4 


Had I ſtated theſe accounts according to Mr. Tull's practice 


of huſbandry, the profits made would have been conſiderably 


more, as this gentleman avoids the expence of manure and fal- 
lowing, and yet declares from experiments of his own, the 
yield-of wheat per acre, to be equal to that here is ſet down: 
but what will prove the veracity of theſe calculations beyond 
contradiction, is the known and general rule made uſe of, at the 
-expiration, or change of leaſes from one perſon to another: for 
wheat, where the going out-tenant has not the way-going crop, 
he is allowed L. 3. 10. o per acre for ſeed and culture, if juſtice 
has been done to the land; and if it has been neglected, ſome- 
what of this allowance is. abated. Now deducting the harveſt 
charges from thoſe made in the foregoing accounts, this rule 
will be found as equitable as it is of common practice. In like 
caſe, L.'2. o. o per acre is allowed for the way-going crop of 
barley, and LF. 1. 10. o per acre for that of oats; both theſe, in 
our accounts will be found to agree with a cuſtom and rule, cer- 
tainly inſtituted by farmers of the moſt knowledge, and ex- 
perience. | 


From this enquiry, we preſume, the following inferences may 
'be drawn : | 

Induſtry and trade, are undoubtedly the foundations of the 
land-owners wealth; in proportion as theſe. are neglected, de- 
preſſed, or diverted from their proper channels, will the ſtrength 
of a nation, and the wealth of its proprietors be reduced. 

When from the high prices of the neceſſaries of life, a tem- 
;porary prohibition to export corn takes place, this is barely an 
act of neceſlity, it may ſtop the haſty approach of famine ; but 
as it doth mot remove the cauſe, {the exceſs of tranſporting grain) 


nor bring back any part of what before has been ſent away, 


:ſcarcely can it be termed a temporary relief: a free permiſſion 
to import corn, does ſomewhat more, but this in general leaves 
with the foreigner, a profit on the praduce of our own lands, 
and with it all the bounty paid to induce him to make, this, his 
property: more provident meaſures appear neceſſary, otherwiſe 
England cannot hope to enjoy a moderate plenty, unleſs all 


G g | Europe 
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Europe has the ſame, in a greater degree than herſelf, a ſupe- 
riority which muſt attract to it, the ſuperiority of trade, 
The acquiſition. of one mannfaQure, is of greater benefit to a 


— kingdom, than the exportation of many years corn. (See 


A. D. 1358.) 

An uniformity in weights and meaſures, is of abſolute neceſ- 
ſity to a well governed ſtate: ſaying, cuſtom has eſtabliſhed ſuch 
a variety in theſe, that it is next to an impoſſibility to correct this 
habit, is aſſerting, the government wants power to enforce obe- 
dience to juſt laws. ä N 

Few evils fo univerſal, but ſome individuals are benefited the re- 
by, who carefully hide the true cauſe. of the calamity, to con- 
tinue their profits, 3 | 

To divert the attention of the public from the diſtrefſes in- 
curred by the labouring poor, they have been taxed with luxury 
and debauch ; in every trading kingdom, where a great exertion 
of ſtrength and faculties, are pat forth, the means of recruiting 
theſe exhauſted powers become neceliary : if the labouring poor 
be in number only one half of the people of England, as the 
quantity of ſtrong beer, brewed for ſale is about 4,000,000 bar- 
rels per annum, this does not amount for each, to one pint 
per day. 

To vindicate the high prices of the neceſſaries of life, it has 
been ſaid, neceſſity is the mother of induſtry : but is not neceſ- 
ſity alſo the, mother of t:mptation, vice, and deſpair? Induitry 
may perhaps get the better of an accidental ſhort-lived neceſſity; 
but when neceſſity is made permanent, and the maintaining it 
ſo, is thought to be the intereſt of ſome, though but of few, in 
compariſon to the whole; if induſtry cannot find a ſhelter elſe- 
where, it muſt be cruſhed. | 
As much as ſobriety is earneſtly recommended to the poor, 
by the grower of proviſions; ſo much ſhould equity, and con- 
ſcientiouſneſs be inforced by the firſt, to the laſt . 

The low wages of the French poor, are frequently put in 
compariſon with the wages given in England; the value of the 
neceſſaries of life, the immediate cauſe of this, is ſeldom men— 
tioned; in general, land in France is let at as high rents as 
here {/ee Reduction Economique par Monſ. Maupin, page 115.) the 
average price of the beſt wheat in France for many years paſt 
the ſame author eſtimates to be . 1. 3. 8 per quarter, with 
us it has been J. 1. 13. 54. I never heard n compariſon made 
between the farmers of the two kingdoms, both, are the firſt 

proprietors of the neceſſaries of life moſt ſurely the profit of 
agriculture in France is not £.70 per cent. | | 

Equally as it was right to reſtrain the laborious part of man- 
kind from the abuſe of malt-ſpirits, in order to preſerve their 
healths ; ſo ſhould effectual methods be taken, to prevent the 
with-holding of proviſions from markets, thereby to put a ſtop to 
a more dreadfyl evil, Starving. 


Debaſing 
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Debaſing the coin has always been attended with confuſion and 
loſs, both to the promoters of it, and to the publick. 

A ſudden glut of wealth, ſuch as reached Europe ſoon after 
the diſcovery of America; until it finds its proper level, by an 
increaſe of the number of conveniencies of life, and a greater 
elegance of them ; may diſtreſs both agriculture and the induſ- 
trious poor: artificial money, when ſupported by an undoubted 
credit, in proportion to its quantity will act in like manner, but 
when ſhort of eſteem, will be productive of all the evils conſe- 
quent of baſe coin. | _ 

A great plenty of money under ſome circumſtances may raiſe 
the price of land, and in time, that of proviſions ; but when this 
is the effect of exporting induſtry and manufactures, the means 
of ſupporting ſuch advanced prices, and the credit neceſſary to 
artificial money, accompany them. 

As from the increaſed quantity of money, the intereſt of it be- 
comes leſs, fo in general the works of induſtry have been reduced in 
price: in the time of Henry VII. ſcarlet cloth ſold for {£.2. o. 3 
per yard, coloured cloth at J. 1.7. 10 per yard, this manufacture 
is mentioned becauſe then, as well as now, woollen cloths were 
the ſtaple commodities of this kingdom: theſe prices together, 
are almoſt cent per cent dearer than at preſent the ſame goods 
ſell for: the mean price of wheat in this king's reign was 
L. o. 1. 3 per quarter, from 1689 to 1765 the average of it is 
L. I. 13. 55 per quarter, a difference of two hundred per cent. 
in favour of agriculture ; from whence it is clear the produce of 
land, and land itſelf, have roſe in value from the induſtry of our 
manufacturers, and from our merchants being ſatisfied with leſs 
profits, to bring home a plenty of money, which ultimately ad- 
vances the land-owners intereſt ; but induſtry has its bounds, 
and in commerce there is a period at which it yields no profit ; 
| theſe are when the manufacturer's diligence is not ſufficient to 
purchaſe to him the neceſſaries of life, and when foreigners are 
enabled to export like commodities to ours at cheaper rates than 
we poſſibly can; to maintain then the value of land, undoubtedly 
the induſtrious poor ſhould be ſupplied with proviſions in pre- 
ference to foreigners, eſpecially if they can be imported at eaſy 
rates, from any part of our own dominions. | 

The intereſt of money may be one rule to judge of its plenty 
or ſcarcity, Mr. Poſtlethwaite ſays, the real cath or money 
« neceflary to carry on the circulation of a ſtate, is nearly one 

third part of all the annual rents, of the proprietors of the 
 «« ſaid ſtate; but whether money be ſcarce or plenty, this pro- 
« portion will not change ; for if it be ſcarce, the proprietor 


« will ſell his land for Jeſs money, and if it be plenty he will 


« ſell it for more:“ if land is purchaſed at a dear rate, the rent 
may riſe, and from hence alone ſhould a plenty of money affect 
the prices of the neceſſaries of life, in what proportion with re- 
gard to wheat, hereafter will be confidered ; but this riſe of 
rents muſt be ſlow, as the leaſes expire, and then with difficulty: 
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it is true a great plenty of money often introduces with it much 
luxury, and where by large bounties and by an exceſſive exporta- 
tion of corn, the profits of agriculture are made by far to exceed 
thoſe of rents and of commerce, then luxury will reach the far- 
mer's houſhold ; the conſumers of the neceſſaries of life, the poor, 
who are moſt in number, will be made to pay theſe exceſſes; in 
return, they muſt exact more wages, and in a commercial ſtate 
their labour or manufactures muſt then be exported at advanced 
prices ; which foreigners will exert their utmoſt induſtry to avoid 
complying with, by ſupplying their wants from elſewhere ; for 
never will the whole world ſubmit to be taxed, for the main- 
tenance of a ſmall, but luxurious proportion of one nation ; 
thus miſplaced wealth takes wing and flies away; want of em- 
ployment, and want of induſtry, muſt ſoon bring on a want of 
money : not the increaſe of riches, but the miſapplication of it, 
ruins kingdoms. 35 
The advance of rents, has frequently been urged to juſtify the 
high prices of proviſions, and to engage the land-owner to turn 
his face from the general oppreſſion ; if rents were increaſed one 
third part throughout the kingdom, or near /. 30 per cent. how- 
ever much this would appear, yet as the mean crop of wheat is 
allowed to be four quarters from an acre ; this exceſs of rent, com- 
plained of, would not amount to two pence per buſhel; the plenty 
the land has produced, the prices that corn and proviſions have 
of late years been at, and at the ſame time the power and temp- 
tation to with-hold theſe from ſale, ſhew with how great ſeve- 
rity, this bare pretence has been retaliated upon the publick in 
general, but more particularly on the induſtrious poor, the ſup- 
port of trade, and by far the majority of the people of Great- 
Britain : the proportien of rent compared to the value of the 
roduce of the land, will prove this aſſertion to be true. 


The increaſe of taxes, has been urged as a reaſon why the ne- 


ceſſaries of life muſt be at high rates. Mr, Maſſie in 1761 calcu- 
lated the taxes paid by the farmer, to amount to J. o. I. 10 in the 
ound upon his annual expences, which perhaps is full much: 
but if the farmer's expences be eſtimated one fourth part of 
the money he circulates, or of his returns, the price wheat 
ſhould exceed that which it bore in the reign of king James I. 
on account of more taxes paid, is V. o. o. C per quarter only. 
The increaſed number of people and of houſes, in and about 
the city of London have been made uſe of for the ſame purpoſe: 
in King William III. his reign, the inhabitants of this city and 
of the adjacent buildings amounted to 700,000 perſons ; the bad- 
neſs of the roads at that time, were ſuch they could ſcarcely be 
ſupplied with proviſions from an extent of country more than 
ten miles round ; this would make the area of land which fur- 
niſhed them, about 314 miles ; if at preſent the inhabitants of 
the ſame places be 900, ooo, it is certain their ſupply of pro- 
viſions from better roads, and more convenient communica- 
tions, extend at this time above 20 miles about; and makes the 
preſent area of land to ſupply them with the neceſſaries of lite 
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12 56 miles; from whence a greater plenty muſt have been the 
conſequence: rude, as this calculation is, it is a ſufficient reply 
to the aſſertion. | 

The Engliſh diſtillery has been taxed, with the being the cauſe 
of the high price of grain; yet in its moſt flouriſhing ſtate, it 
ſcarcely conſumed a quantity of corn, equal to what was ex- 
ported to the Dutch, for the ſame purpoſe. 

Under proper regulations, no doubt can be made of the utility 
of the Engliſh diſtillery, eſpecially for exportation; when pre- 
judice and intereſt have overacted their parts, it will be found, 
brandies may be produced from Britiſh corn, equal in goodneſs to 
thoſe of France; for home conſumption, and for the coaſt of 
Africa, Britiſh ſpirits might become a very conſiderable branch 
of commerce, at the fame time, as it would expend, and em- 


_ ploy the grain of England. 


It is not long fince it was an eſtabliſhed cuſtom in England, in 
times of plenty, to ſtore up great quantities of wheat, barley, 
coals, &c ; for many ages this practice was continued without 
interruption, on account of the good effects reſulting from it : 
corn kept, and reſerved in the hands of the opulent farmers, or 
of corn-merchants, (I with there was no occaſion to add, both at 
home and abroad,) is ſaid at preſent to anſwer this purpoſe ; and 


ſo it would, were their intereſts, and that of the publick, one 


and the ſame; but theſe being directly oppoſite, it certainly be- 
hoves the publick to provide for itſelf; and if the land-holder 
muſt be gratified with a large ſum, from out of the publick re- 
venue to increaſe his private profits, better might it be to give a 
bounty to purchaſe ſtores, when corn ſells at low rates, than for 
exportation. * | 

Formerly the baker bought his wheat, and the miller far from 
being a trader, was only a perſon employed to grind: in 1570, 
we find attempts were made, to put this part of the bufineſs 
more immediately under the baker's inſpection ; it were to be 
wiſhed mechaniſm could again reach fo far, and leave no room 
for objection, 

Heretofore if corn. was dear, other proviſions were cheap ; 


employing paſture, or cemmon land, that ſhould raiſe a great 


part of the neceſſaries of life, to grow grain for exportation, 
muſt certainly advance the purchaſe of them. 

The proportion of perſons employed by agriculture, compared 
to the whole number of inhabitants, in the kingdom, is nearly 
one fourth; it is ſaying too much when it is aſſerted, the ſhare of 
government expences the firſt bear, is equal to the other three 
on SE | 

Habits of long ſtanding, and prejudices, ſuch as formerly was the 
caſe, when farmers for great gains relied almoſt wholly on paſture, 
are with difficulty changed, and often not to be overcome unleſs 
by granting bounties to obtain this; but the intent once reached, 
continuing gratuities without neceſſity, muſt in the end, act to 


the detriment of thoſe who beſtow them. 
2 Hh. 5 When 
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When the farmer's gain conſiderably exceeds the land- owner's 
rent, the end muſt be, purchaſing the landlord's property; this 
is laying a foundation to ſubvert ſubordination, a capital link in 
the chain of government. | 

There is a want of propriety, in comparing the prices of corn 
for a certain number of years, with juſt a preceding equal ſpace, 
unleſs the circumſtances of both periods be the ſame : ſeeking 
ſimilar circumſtances, for ſuch compariſons, appears far more 
eligible ; but diſtant actions, times, and places very ſeldom ex- 
aQly agree: the neareſt, and moſt ſimilar era, we have to com- 
pare with, in order to ſee if the bounty given to export corn has 
reduced the price thereof, or has in gencral benefitted Eng- 
land, is the reign of king James I.; during this, the average 
price of wheat was . I. 12. 34 per quarter: ſince the bounty 
has. been given to 1765 it was L. 1. 13.5 per quarter; the ad- 
vance is C. 3. 12.34 per cent. if bread was the only ſuſtenance of 
mankind, this ſcarcely would be worth notice; but ſmall as this 
increaſe may appear, it has occaſioned all the other neceſſaries of 
life to be more than double in price. i ä 
It has been ſaid, that England by giving a bounty to export 
corn, is become the grainary of the whole world: this ſhould 


denote exceſſive plenty, and the ſuperior happineſs of its own in- 


habitants; the number of people in England and Wales are com- 
puted to be ſix millions: the export of corn when greateſt, was 
one tenth only of its yearly produce, conſequently could ſupply 
the wants but of ſix hundred thouſand perſons : the aſſertion 
then, is very figurative, or the whole world very ſmall ; if not ſo, 
the complaints made for fo many years, of the exceſſive dearneſs of 
the neceſſaries of life in England, prove that in ſupplying a very 
minute part of the world, we have been heedleſs, and very im- 
provident. | 
England gives J. o. 4. 14 to export one quarter of barley, un- 
der the name of malt; and her own ſubjects pay a tax of /.1.6.0 
for manufacturing the ſame quantity of grain, into one of the 
neceſſaries of life. | | 
- The abuſe occaſioned by placing. malt upon the ſame footing 
as barley, has before been mentioned; no more bounty ſhould be 
allowed on malt exported, than for the quantity of barley from 
which it was made; it has never anſwered any good purpoſe to 
allow, beſide the bounty given, three pence per quarter for 
making malt for exportation; this additional compliment to the 


Dutch diſtillery, and to encourage the making of the worſt 


malt in England, might ſurely have been ſpared. 
There being no account of the corn exported for the firſt ſeven 


years, after the act paſſed allowing a bounty for this purpoſe, 


although during this term it was four years under the exporting 
price, gives great room to believe the limits for regulating the 
bounty, are not to be taken in a literal ſenſe. 

If the grower of proviſions is by no means to be reſtrained, 
but is left to do with the produce of the earth, what he judges 
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to be moſt advantageous to his own private intereſt, the publick, 
of whom he makes his advantage, muſt be very generous indeed, 
to give him an exceſſive bounty to act againſt themſelves. 

In excuſe for withholding proviſions, or diſpoſing of them at 
exorbitant prices, it has too frequently been ſaid, that every man 
i3 at liberty to do as he likes with his own, or to make the beſt 
advantage he can of his property; if fo, this ſurely is a natural, 
not a civil liberty, as in this the benefit of mankind is not in 
the leaſt conſulted, but meerly and folely private intereſt : it can- 
not then be ſaid to be the liberty of a citizen, or of one who lives 
under the protection of any community; it is rather the libert 
of a ſavage; therefore he who avails himſelf thereof, deſerves 
not that protection, the power of ſociety affords. 

A great and miſplaced bounty given to export corn, has made 
the perſons profeſſing agriculture ſo powerful, that they have 
proſecuted every means, and employed every art to maintain 
themſelves fo ; even the land itſelf has notoriouſly been mono- 
polized ; as much as ſhould find a comfortable maintenance for 
ten farmers families, has been graſped into the hands of one. 

That there is and has been a ſcarcity, is by all allowed; but 
what ſort of ſcarcity muſt that be? or where is the propriety to 
ſay, exorbitant prices are become neceſſary to enable the farmer 
to pay his rent? when, beſide the many barns full, and man 
ricks ſtanding, corn of two and three years old, appear publick- 
ly for fale in markets. 

Monopoly is an epidemical diſtemper, it has produced an in- 
finite number of agents, corn-jobbers, meal-men, &c. &c. per- 
fons who neither grew corn themſelves, or in any ſhape manu- 
factured it; but whoſe whole ſtudy, and whoſe whole profits 
depended on employing every art to raiſe the price of it: nor 
did they ſtop here, many of them became the proprietors of 
every conveyance to cities, towns, and markets; as a means to 
fupply, or ſtarve them at pleaſure, or as it beſt ſuited their lu- 
crative views. | | 

The fewer perſons there are, between the grower of proviſions 
and the conſumer, leſs profits will be requiſite, and there will 
be fewer frauds; to this end markets were inſtituted, the far- 
mer's attendance there, is a material part of his duty ; he ſhould 
not be ſuffered to ſecret or to diſpoſe of his goods elſewhere : 
what general good end the meal-man's buſineſs has anſwered, 
has hitherto been undiſcovered ; the bad effeAs thereof have 
frequently and publickly appeared. | | | 

One profeſſion is ſufficient for one perſon, ſuch as engage in 


more, incroach on their neighbours province: whatever excuſe 


is brought, to palliate this, will not prevent its being the means, 
to lefſen the number of families in the kingdom; though it may 
be a private benefit, yet certainly it is a publick wrong. 

With regard to the proviſions, neceſſary for a free trading peo- 
ple, to argue on wheat alone, muſt be ſuppoſing this, to be 
ſufficient for their ſupport; but bread, and water added to it, is 
the ſuſtenance allotted to criminals; as yet, it has not been 
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fudged to be fufficient food for ſlaves; to preſerve to a nation its 
trade, and its induſtrious poor, all the proviſions neceſſary and 
convenient for them, muſt be taken into conſideration; and the 
means to obtain theſe be made eaſy and reaſonable. 8 

Though enough has been ſaid to induce us to ſuppreſs many 
reflections, which might be added; yet this ſubject muſt not be 
diſmiſſed, without ſhewing how an exceſſive exportation of grain, 
not only enhances the price of every ſpecie of corn, but alſo, in 
a far greater proportion that of every other neceſſary of life, a 
matter equal to, if not of greater concern than the object we 
immediately have had before us. 

About two centuries ſince, the habit of exporting unwrought 
wool had reached to ſuch height; that the huſbandman for his 


wealth ſeemed determined on the ruin of the manufacture, 


which brought home the greateſt profits, and power to the 
country; his whole attention reſted on the number and in- 
creaſe of ſheep; to maintain theſe, paſture land was in great re- 
queſt, and tillage was neglected; unleſs in very favourable years, 
ſcarcely was a ſufficient quantity of corn produced for the uſe 
of the kingdom : ſo that an exportation of corn, or any acci- 
dent whatever, brought on an almoſt immediate want of bread ; 
although all other provifions were at cheap rates ; a polity which 
would have made England miſtreſs of the whole woollen trade, 
molt certainly would have adjuſted this diſproportion in the diſ- 

oſition of the land, and have conſiderably increaſed the num- 
ber of people; but in 1689 it was thought better to enforce an 
increaſe of arable land, by beſtowing on foreigners a large pre- 
mium to purchaſe their bread, and malt to make their ſpirits, in 
our corn- makets: this meaſure it is true increaſed the proportion 
of corn- land; but the demand for grain from abroad exceeding 
much what could or ſhould be ſpared, from hence not only it 
grew dearer, but paſture land being thereby made leſs .in quanti- 
ty, all other proviſions, and conſequently labour, advanced in 
price ; and in proportion as this was the caſe, our commerce in 
general, and the ſtaple manufacture of the land, in particular, 
were injured : let us endeavour to trace the rule under which 


theſe great events took place. 
Mr. King, an ingenuous and accurate political arithmetician, 


and who lived about the middle of the ſpace of 'time we ſhalt 


take in view, eſtimated a year of moderate plenty to be, when 
wheat ſold at FL. 1. 8. o per quarter, rye at J. I. o. o, barley 
L. o. 16. o, oats C. o. 12. o, and peaſe and beans at L. 1. o. o 
per quarter; he likewiſe tells us, one tenth (or 0,10 parts of 100) 
defect, in the harveſt, will raiſe the price of corn three tenths 
(or 0,30) above the common rate; that two tenths (or 0,20) 
defect will advance the price eight tenths (or 0,80,) and three 
tenths: (or 0,30) deficiency, will advance it, one and fix tenths, 
or (1,00). : | 
* Deficiency, or a defect of quantity from any cauſe, or by any 


means whatever, muſt produce fimilar conſequences, in every 


kiad of proviſion the earth produces. 
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From the year 1595, we have a ſucceſſive account of the prices 
of corn to the year 1690, the firſt harveſt after the act paſſed 
to allow a bounty to export grain ; (exclufive of the chaſm from 
1641 to 1646) the average price of wheat for this term is 
L. 1. 17. o per quarter, which is . o. 9. o more than 
Mr. King's moderate price, an exceſs upon the whole cauſed b 
a deficiency of arable land of o, 13, which occaſioned wheat to 
advance 0,40. | 

From the year 1689 to 1765, we found the mean price of 
wheat to be . 1. 13. 5: per quarter, that is C. o. 5. 5, or 
0,19 more than the above equitable value. 

The quantities exported in this laſt period, added to the home 
conſumption, plainly ſhew that England, in this term, cultivated 
one twentieth or 0,05 more land than was neceſſary to furniſh 
her own people with corn at moderate prices; notwithſtand- 
ing which, the exceſs of price for corn during this time is equal 
to a deficiency in arable land of 0,06. 


The quantity of arable land originally wanted to) 
ual the conſumption was TG - O13 


After this, from the great encouragement given to 
export corn, more land was taken from paſture} 0,05 


ual to — a TY 
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the produce of paſture-land, is equal to a defi- 0,24. 


The ſeveral cauſes, which occaſioned an advance 9 
© 
ciency of — 050 
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vhlch muſt have occaſioned an increaſe of price, on all other the 
neceſſaries of life beſide corn, from the time the bounty has 
been granted to 1765, of more than cent. per cent. 

Experience has moſt certainly proved the rule laid down by 
Mr. King to be true: from 1595 to 1689, the mean price of 
beef, mutton, veal and pork was .o. 1. o per ſtone, but the 
ſame proviſions from 1689 to 1765 were L. o. 2. 3 per ſtone; 
and fince a farther increaſe has remarkably kept pace with the 
effects of an exceſs of exportation. | 

It might appear invidious, by continuing theſe calculations, 
to point out to what price proviſions from paſture would reach, 
ſuppoſing the average value of wheat for a-few years only, from 
a continued encouragement given to export grain, was ſo much 
as where the bounty at preſent is limited, or {.2. 8. o per quar- 
ter; ſufficient it is, we have ſeen an advance in price for wheat 
of little more than /. 3 per cent. has doubled them; better is it 
We 2 to 
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* This calculation is built on a ſuppoſition, that the neceſſary 9 of paſture- 
land is equal to the neceflary quantity of arable; if it be more, which ſome efti- 
mates give room to believe, certainly there is leſs reaſon to curtail it; if it be leſo, 


what is taken from it, muſt advance the prices of the proviſions it produces, in a 
much greater proportion, 
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1 
to remove from ſight a proſpect ef boundleſs diſtreſs, eſpe- 


cially when there is power ſufficient, and no doubt inclination, 
not only to remedy the preſent, but to preſerve this kingdom from 


ſo great an evil: more agreeably ſhall we cloſe this treatiſe, if 


from the circumſtances we have obſerved, and from numbers, 
we can determine, the higheſt price for wheat, and conſequently 
for every ſpecie of grain ; when juſt ſo much has been grown, or 
the quantity remaining in ſtock is no more, than what barely 
will ſuffice the wants of its inhabitants. 

Me found the proportion of thirteen parts out of one hun- 
dred, was in 1595 the quantity of arable Jand that was wanting 
in England, to produce a ſufficiency of corn for home conſump- 
tion: this, could be obtained but by leſſening fo much, what 


then was in graſs: had the increaſe of tillage ſtopped here, from - 


hence alone every produce from paſture, muſt have roſe C. 40 
per cent. but as all the neceſſaries of life, in their value ſhould 
be in proportion one to another; though this was an increaſe of 
land in favour of tillage, yet the price of corn, would not by ſo 
much have leſſened; from hence the importation of the de- 
ficiency was only prevented : although Mr. King, and after 
him Doctor Davenant for his time, fixes the moderate price of 
wheat at /. 1. 8. o per quarter, and that in the firſt year of 
king James I. it was enacted, wheat ſhould not be exported if 
more than L.1. 6. 8 per quarter, to ſhew a partiality to arable 
land ; let us, as we before intended, be governed by the mean 
price wheat bore during the whole term of this king's reign, or 


L. I. 12. 34 per quarter; to this add for the increaſe of rents 


L. o. 1. 4 and . o. o. 6: per quarter more, for the additional 


taxes ſince laid; and we ſhall have FL. 1. 14. 2 for the price of 
a quarter of wheat, in our time, taken at its greateſt height, 


when a bare ſufficiency remains for the uſe of the people of 


England, a price to which the generality of mankind ſeem to 
acquieſce ; below which, under proper regulations, few- or no 
murmurs would there be, if ſome part of our plenty was ſpared 
to neighbouring ſtates, with a view to maintain the juſt gains of 
agriculture ; but beyond which, if exported either with or with- 
out a bounty, as thereby the neceſſary quantity muſt be leſſened, 
experience has ſhewn, that the proprietor who owns, as well ag 
the huſbandman who tills the land, the manufacturer who la- 
bours to increaſe its value, and in general all who pay towards 


its ſupport and defence, muſt be injured. | 
Since L. 1. 13. 54 per quarter has been found to be the aver- 


age price of wheat, during the whole time the bounty given to 
export it has acted; no reaſon appears, why an encouragement 
ſhould be given to ſend corn abroad when wheat exceeds in price 
L. I. 14. o per quarter, though we have ſeen, many might be 
found, for fixing this at a lower rate. 
If . 1. 14. o per quarter, be the limit for exporting wheat 
with a bounty of C. o. 5.0; the limit of rye will be J. 1. 2. 0 
per quarter, with a bounty of J. o. 3. 6 ; for barley Y. o. 17. o 
Coe per 
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per quarter, with a bounty of J. o. 2.6; and for oats it will be 
L. o. Iz. o per quarter, with a bounty of J. o 2 o. 
If wheat, by a ſucceſſion of plentiful years, came to be ſo 


low in price as J. 1. 8. o per quarter, rye as J. o. 19. o, barley 


as, G. Oo. 14. o, and oats as J. o. 10. 6 per quarter; the encou- 
ragement given to export when grain were at theſe rates, might 
be increaſed for wheat to J. o. 6. o per quarter, and in a like 
proportion for other grain. | 

Ihe limits at which the bounty for exportation is granted, 
ſhould not be determined by the price of corn at one or two 
ports, or markets only, as this might be ſending abroad the pro- 
viſions raiſed, in one part of the kingdom, to the detriment of 
the other; London, Lincoln, Derby, York, Mancheſter, Co- 
ventry, Glouceſter, Wincheſter, and Exeter; ſhould jointly, and 
at the ſame time acknowledge the fitneſs and propriety of ex- 

ortation. 

Markets ſhould be appointed by patent, and all corn ſhould be 

ſold there openly, according to law; proper clerks or officers 
ſhould attend, and ſee what there is expoſed to ſale, whether 
corn, malt, or any other grain, that it be wholeſome, well manu- 
factured, and of fit uſe for the publick; the ſtatutes relative to 
the uniformity of weights and meaſures, and thoſe regulating 
the buſineſs, and conduct of millers or mealmen, ſhould be 
ſtrictly complied with, and it might be neceſſary to regiſter the 
ſeveral prices, the buyers, and ſellers names, and for what in- 
tent purchaſed. 
The purpoſe of this treatiſe was to ſhew, that proper regula- 
tions in the corn-trade, and the conſequence of this, a plenty 
of every ſpecie of proviſions, is of the utmoſt concern to the 
exiſtence, the ſtrength, and the peace of theſe kingdoms ; the 
truth thereof, and of the importance of the ſubject itſelf cannot 
better be proved, than as it is, and ought to be, an object of 
univerſal attention: among the many queſtions propounded con- 
cerning it, the following appear the moſt material : 


Whether corn ſhould be exported at any time ? 

Whether the free exportation, and the free importation of it, 
and of all the neceſſaries of life ſhould be allowed of? 

And laſtly, Whether there is a price, below which a bounty 
ſhould be given to export grain; and under what reſtrictions, 


this ſhould be admitted to take place ? 


It is hoped the foregoing Enquiry will affiſt the ſolution of 
them. | | 
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